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VBS

Pastor Preston’s Installation
2

As we begin another season of
Sunday School for our children
in September, Salem Lutheran
will also oﬀer faith forma on opportuni es for our adults.

“Keeping in Touch”

While many of these programs are s ll in development, I want to
highlight the three book op ons for small group discussion. The plan
is for people to sign up under the book they are most interested in
reading, then to determine the best mee ng mes for each group.
My hope is that this is an opportunity to grow in faith together and
get to know each other be er.
Here are quick, back‐of‐the‐book, descrip ons of each:
Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the
Courage to Stand Alone by Brené Brown: Brown, a Chris an and
PH.D in Social Work, argues that we’re experiencing a spiritual crisis
of disconnec on, and introduces four prac ces of true belonging
that challenge everything we believe about ourselves and each
other.
Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible
Again by Rachel Held Evans: If the Bible isn't a science book or an
instruc on manual, then what is it? What do people mean when
they say the Bible is inspired? When Rachel Held Evans found
herself asking these ques ons, she began a quest to be er
understand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be read.
The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your Transforma on by Richard
Rohr: The Trinity is supposed to be the central, founda onal
doctrine of our en re Chris an belief system, yet we're o en told
that we shouldn't a empt to understand it because it is a “mystery.”
Should we presume to try to breach this mystery? If we could,
how would it transform our rela onship with God and renew our
lives?
Be on the look‐out for sign ups star ng in early September,
with groups beginning to meet by October! These books will be
available in the narthex for browsing.

Pastor Preston

Put Your Arms
Around the World
and SING!
Add your song to
Salem’s new Creative
Arts Season beginning
Wednesday
September 12th

&

Thursday,
September 13th

5:30 p.m. Children’s Choir
[Age 4 thru 5th Grade]
Choir Room

6:15 p.m. Puppets
[5th Grade thru Adults]
Choir Room

7:00 p.m. Celebration Voices
[Part‐Singing SATB]
Choir Room

7:30 p.m. Handbells
[6th Grade thru Adults]
Balcony

Travel the world in song as we learn music of na ons
served by ELCA Missions and Missionaries,
explore their countries, and remember them in prayer.
We’ll learn a li le geography too!
All are welcome. Whether you can par cipate for a few
weeks or a season, we’ll be thankful! Come when you can.
Choirs and Puppets support Sunday worship services
once or twice a month and seasonal Fes val services.
Registra on forms are available at
www.slcsycamore.org
or at Rally Day ac vi es Sunday, September 9th.

carla@slcsycamore.org ron@slcsycamore.org
“Praise the Lord all Na ons; Praise God all Peoples!”
(Psalm 117:1)

September 16
10:30 Worship
All children 3 years of age and children
in 3rd and 6th grades, will receive an
age‐appropriate Bible. Plan to a end
and celebrate this milestone in your
child’s faith journey.
Presenters Needed!
The high school youth group is looking for
church members to present to our group.
Share a Bible lesson, a craft, a life story,
or something else! The group meets from
9:15-10:15 am on the first and third Sundays
of each month. Presenters are needed for:
September 2 and 16 / October 7 and 21 /
November 4 and 18 and December 2. Show your interest on
the back of the white bulletin insert or contact Nicole at:
nicole.erickson@slcsycamore.org

team

All Ministry Groups and
Committees will be
meeting at 6:30 p.m. in
Fellowship Hall on the
first Tuesday of each
month beginning on
September 4.
If you would like to know
more about the groups,
please come and visit.
See you there!

Children
Age 3 years – 8th Grade.
All are welcome!
Bring your friends!

Rally Day!
September 9
9:45 – 10:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.

Brunch provided!
Sunday School Families and
all of Salem’s family, of all
ages, are encouraged join us
as we make a difference
in our community
by taking part in
God’s work. Our hands.
Worship will take place in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 and
will end about 11:00. Pastor Preston will offer a blessing
and sending as we travel to Walnut Grove Vocational Farm
in Kirkland for about 2 hours of volunteer work - planting,
harvesting and more. You can also choose to make “Love
Baskets” in the Fellowship Hall for the Sycamore fire and
police departments. Water, fruit, and bars will be available
for volunteers.

Like / Follow us on Facebook

Confirma on / High School Bridge . . .
Salem's Confirma on class
of 2018 as well as Salem's
current high school youth are
encouraged to a end a four‐
week session focused on Lutheran Living. During the
sessions we will seek to use what we have previously
learned in Confirma on to answer the ques on:
“What does this mean for me as a high schooler in the
Sycamore/DeKalb area.” These sessions will take place on
Sunday a ernoons beginning September 9, and running
through September 30, from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
We will begin with a meal and then dive into our lesson.

Blessing Of
Educa on
Leaders . . .
Anyone involved in
the educa onal
ministries of Salem is
invited to receive a blessing
during 10:30 am worship on September 9th. Please plan
to a end as this will be a great way to start what promises
to be a great year!

Yt|à{ exyÄxvà|ÉÇá
The Scriptures say a great deal about stewardship
because it affects virtually every aspect
of our earthly existence.

Genoa

G enoa
Sm all
G roup Study Begins

Thank you for your prayers for Genoa Intersec ons outreach.
Sunday evening faith reflec ons on the website blog
(www.genoaintersec ons.org)
have begun as well as a weekly prayer focus on our facebook page.
Thank you for visi ng those sites and par cipa ng in your own way.
Monday, September 17, 7:00‐8:30 p.m. we begin a 6‐week study
every other Monday dealing with life changes called A Faith for all
Seasons, centered on Ecclesiastes 3:1‐8 ‐ Everything Has its Time ….
This small group study will be our maiden voyage in oﬀering me
to meet as a group and will meet in the NW Medicine Community
Room, 599 Pearson Drive, Genoa, behind First Midwest Bank.
Salem members who are interested in this outreach are also
welcome to serve as hosts and par cipate – let me know if that
interests you.
Blessings!
Carla Vana a
Deacon and Mission Developer
deacon@genoaintersec ons.org

GRACE PLACE MEAL REQUEST
Salem is sponsoring the meal for Grace Place at NIU on Tuesday,
September 25. They serve at 6:00 p.m. We provide a Main Dish,
Salad, Rolls, Fruit, Dessert. If we choose a meat meal we need to
also provide some kind of vegetarian op on. There is a sign‐up
sheet in the Narthex. Please drop your food oﬀ at Salem around
5:30 p.m. and leave it in Chapel Lounge.

God has blessed us with more
than enough! Even if our
congrega on’s checkbook
looks a li le bleak in the
summer months, we know
we have a God of abundance.
We some mes convince
ourselves we are lacking,
and a church‐wide depression o en follows. We need a new
a tude. We need to move our thinking from scarcity and shame
to abundance and generosity. Shi our church culture from “not
enough” to “more than enough.” From the “glass is half empty”
to the “glass is overflowing.”
We invite all Salem members to brag – yes, brag – about all God is
doing through our church! What are a few things we need to brag
about? We had youth and chaperones go ELCA’s Na onal Youth
Gathering in Houston who par cipated in service projects and
worship. Salem had over 60 children par cipate in Salem’s Vaca on
Bible School – more than twice as many as last year. Salem youth
have been to Camp at Lutheran Outdoor Ministry Center. We have
had 10 families express interest in joining Salem’s congrega on as
new members. Salem students who will be a ending a Lutheran‐
aﬃliated college this coming year may apply for college scholarships
from Salem’s Trust Fund. Rally Day will be September 9th for sign‐up
for all Fall Programs and Ministry Teams. Sunday School will be
star ng up on September 16th. Crea ve Arts Season for vocal choirs,
puppets, and handbells begins September 12th and 13th.
As part of “God’s Work, Our hands” on September 9th Salem
members will meet at the Walnut Grove Voca onal Farm to assist in
plan ng fall produce, harves ng foods, etc. and members remaining
at Salem will be making “Love Baskets” for the Sycamore fire and
police departments. Plans are in the works for Adult Educa on
opportuni es and small group book clubs as well as opportuni es
for fellowship in community service outreach, special musical
oﬀerings, etc. Salem’s Food Pantry con nues to help those in
DeKalb County who are struggling with providing food for their
families. Salem installed a new Carillon in the bell tower that will
(con nued)

(Stewardship ‐ con nued)

send its musical bells sound to the nearby community.
Salem’s monthly “Noisy Oﬀering” reached its goal of $2,500 for
the Simple Water Well Project! The remaining summer Noisy
Oﬀerings go for an animal from the ELCA Good Gi s Global Barn
Yard chosen by the children.
And perhaps the most exci ng of all, Pastor Preston Fields was
installed as Salem’s Pastor on August 11th. Bishop Jeﬀ Clements
presided and installed Pastor Preston with over 260 people
a ending the worship service. The service was enhanced by a
Lutheran Fes val Choir, Lutheran Handbell Ensemble, and Brass
Ensemble. The installa on worship service was followed by
fellowship and a dinner in Fellowship Hall.
There are many other stories that demonstrate Salem’s impact for
its members, the local community, and the world‐wide church.
Be on the lookout for them this coming year. God has richly blessed
us and asks us to support His Ministries and His Mission at Salem.
Please consider how you can increase your support of your me,
your abili es, and your finances. Remember it is “God’s work,
Our hands.” God’s Ministries cannot con nue to happen without
your increased support.
Live Free, Live Simply, Live Generously

If you think well of others,
you will also speak well

of others and to others.

From the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaks.
If your heart is full of love,
you will speak of love.

- Mother Teresa-

Are you interested in
becoming a member of
Salem Lutheran Church?
We will have a New Member
Information and Pizza Dinner
on SATURDAY,
September 22, at 6:15 p.m.,
after our 5:00 p.m.
worship service. There will be a short presentation about the
ministry and community life of Salem Lutheran and a time
for Questions and Answers about the Lutheran-Christian
Tradition. Attending does not obligate you to join. Feel free
to bring your children, there will be a special program just
for them while the adults meet. If you would like to attend,
please let us know by calling the office (815/895-9171).
Also, please let us know if you have any dietary restrictions.

Blessing of Daily Labor
at all services on
September 1/2.
Worshippers are invited to par cipate in
an anoin ng of their hands in gra tude for
their ministry and mission in the world.

In the Hospital?
If you would like to have a visit from Pastor Preston
or from Deacon Carla Vana a while you are
in the hospital, please tell the hospital on
admission or tell a nurse that you are a
SALEM member and you would like a visit.
Have them no fy the church oﬃce (815/895‐9171).

Confirmation Orientation
All Salem sixth, seventh, and eighth
graders as well as their parent/
guardian are highly encouraged to
attend orientation on Wednesday,
September 5th at 6:30 pm. We will
discuss the expectations of the
program as well as answer any
questions you may have. If you cannot attend please
contact Nicole (Erickson) Judkins at:
nicole.erickson@slcsycamore.org
Classes will begin the following Wednesday at 6:30 pm.
We would love to have photos from
the events at Salem. If you take any
pictures, please send them to:
lynn@slcsycamore.org
for use in the newsle er.
We would appreciate it!

We turn not older with years, but newer every day.
‐ Emily Dickinson ‐

Rally Day

September 9 at 9:45 – 10:30 in Fellowship Hall
Join us for brunch and sign-up for all
Fall Programs and Ministry Teams.

Brunch at 9:45 followed by the 10:30 service in Fellowship Hall.
As part of Rally Day, we will be taking part in “God’s work. Our hands.”
After 10:30 worship, we have an opportunity to meet at the Walnut
Grove Vocational Farm in Kirkland to assist in planting fall produce,
harvesting foods, and more. You are not expected to spend the entire
afternoon, if you can give an hour or two to help, that would be
wonderful. Or, there will be an activity in Fellowship Hall of making
“Love Baskets” for the Sycamore Fire and Police Departments.
Donations of Wrapped Cookies, Bars and Breakfast Bars / Apples /
Oranges / Large Baskets / Blank Cards would be appreciated.
Sunday School registration forms are also located on our church
website - https://ww.slcsycamore.org, click the registration button tab
under Sunday School. Forms can be left in the Sunday School mail box
or in the office. Sunday School children ages 3 thru 8th grade will meet
from 9:15 – 10:15. All students will gather in the Fellowship Hall and
then proceed to the class rooms with their teachers. We use a rotation
format, meaning the kids experience the lesson using their Spark
Bibles, drama, music, crafts, Bible skill games, cooking, and much
more! Sunday, September 16 will be the start of our year. We are
asking parents and kids to meet in Fellowship Hall at 9:15 for brief
orientation and some fun with your kids. A packet will be available for
parents to take home that has a calendar of lessons and special
programs. One teacher is needed for our Sunday School Team.
Lessons are ready to go! Please contact Nicole Judkins, Jen Ferro,
or Kathy Vickers if you have questions.

September

Birthday Gree ngs to the following Salem members
celebra ng life for 65 years or more!
01
02
06
06
08
09
10
10
10

Merilee Kingren
Mark Lawson
Terry Morris
Larry Peterson
Pat LeVrouw
Gayle Braﬀe
Ron Clarner
Marvin Rude
Barbara Schlawin

20
20
22
23
24
24
27
29

Be y Bellows
Lyn Frohling
Joyce Terry
Amealia Creamean
Debora Benson
Roberta Hartman
Kathy Krack
Reidar Jakobsen

Anniversary Blessings to the following Salem couples celebra ng
wedding anniversaries of 25 years or more.
02
03
04
07
08
09
11
11
16
24

Douglas & Cheryl Anderson
James & Be y Tull
Ric & Jeanne Anderson
Robert & Norma Wildenradt
Dennis & Julie Cutshaw
Gary & Julie Grendahl
Jack & Darla Mapes
Michael & Karen Ross
Joe & Charlene Ringo
Elvin & Lois Christensen

26
26
29

James & Dianne Britz
Craig & Jan Popp
Thomas & Donna Alford

October

September 15

For
Rally Day
on
September 9
For Sunday School
Greeting Cards
(do not need to be new)

1 Bag of Soft Candy

(not chocolate)
Paper Grocery Bags (20)
Hand-Held Mirrors (2)

Rock Salt
Silver Glitter
Burlap (2 yards)
Fringe for Decorating
Dry Yeast (10 Packs)
Sparkling Water (2 liters)
Small Size Flour Tortillas (30)
Baby Dill Pickles (2 small jars)

Simply Giving
Consider moving to an electronic
means of sharing your oﬀering.
Simply Giving forms are available
on the credenza in the Narthex.
Please return
the completed
form to the
oﬃce in the
envelope
provided.

For “Love Baskets”
Cookies, Bars, Breakfast
Bars (wrapped)
Apples
Oranges
Large Baskets
Blank Cards

When you register your child
for Sunday School - drop off a
school supply to help Sycamore
High School students in need!
Thank you! They can use:
Pencils / Pens / Folders
Binders / Notebooks
Loose Leaf Paper
Combina on Locks
Composi on Books
Fine Tip Markers
Colored Pencils / Index Cards
Jump Drives / Highlighters
Calculators
(basic to graphing ‐ can be used)

August
Council Highlights
 Approved Salem par cipa on in Feed My Starving

Children (FMSC) pos ng of signage and informa on
for November 9th and 10th.
 Approved Youth and Family school supply drive.
 Discussion on Christmas Eve services.

Parish Records
Births . . . Olivia Renee Griesse who was born on August 4 at
Kishwaukee Northwestern Hospital. Her parents are Tara Young
and Will Grisse. Congratula ons!
Harlan Bond Saidat who was born on August 9 at Kishwaukee
Northwestern Hospital. His parents are Ryan & Allison Saidat.
He is the great‐grandson of Carol Saidat. Congratula ons!

Baptized . . . on August 18 ‐ Annabelle Grace Sanderson.
Her parents are Kurt & Kim Sanderson. Her sponsors are Mark &
Jennie Madsen. Salem grandparents are Dale & Cheryl Sanderson.

“Remind me
never to ask the
Youth Group
to help fold
the church
bulle ns again.”

Join the Holy Grounds Team!
Looking for members to host the Holy
Grounds Hospitality Hour between
services on Sundays. Hosting would be
approximately every two months.
Coffee is prepackaged, just insert in the
system and pour in the water. Training will be provided.
Hosts will brew the coffee, maintain supplies, and clean up.
We are also looking for donations of light treats each week
for this hospitality hour. Contact Judy Milroy:
815/751-3835 (call or text) or judy.milroy@gmail.com

Tackle a Tab!”
Dear friends, our church is busier than
ever this summer! Even though it was
summer break for the kids, there was
no vaca on in the ministry needs of
this church and our community.
As families take their well‐earned
vaca ons in the summer months, the church enters a lean financial
me as a endance in services decreases. Our historical records
show this happens every summer.
One of the ways we are addressing the temporary shor all in giving
is to invite people to “Tackle a Tab.” Each weekend we will post a
few bills in the narthex and ask members to consider picking up the
tab on these essen al items. Simply pick a bill to sponsor, write a
check to Salem Lutheran, and return the check and invoice in the
envelope provided. These dona ons will be added to your giving
record.

September Pantry Postings
Items we can always use: Peanut Butter
Canned Tuna or Chicken / Canned Stew
Instant Potatoes / White Rice / Pasta Noodles

We
Sa
se

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Deacon:
Carla Y. Vanatta
Organist:
Ron Vanatta
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Part-Time Secretary:
Lynn Buckner
Nursery Attendant:
(Sunday Mornings)
Katy Kingren
Youth Leader:
Nicole (Erickson) Judkins

Congregational Council - 2018
President:
Cindy Graves
(815-593-0957)
Vice President:
Ken Reinhardt
(815-895-6724)
Secretary:
Sue Hermann
(815-751-6741)
Treasurer:
Brandon Johnson
(765-337-7997)
Melissa Buys
Kathy Cain
Cindy Graves
Sue Herrmann
Claudia Hoffman
Lisa Hohlfeld
Brandon Johnson
Katy Kingren
Ken Reinhardt
Wanda Sabin
Adam Swedberg
Steve Worley
Carla Vanatta, Deacon
Rev. Preston Fields
Please Note: All Council Members can be reached via
e-mail using the following format:
FirstName.LastName@slcsycamore.org

Please feel free to share your joys and concerns with Salem’s
Officers or with any Council or Staff Member.

Check Out Our
Website!
www.slcsycamore.org
Salem

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1 Food Pantry Work Day
9:30 Soap Fundraiser
Delivery / Pick Up
5:00 pm Worship ‐
Blessing of Daily Labor

2

15th Sunday After Pentecost

8:00 am Worship ‐
Blessing of Daily Labor
9:15 am Holy Grounds
9:15 am Bibles & Breakfast Bites
10:30 am Worship ‐
Blessing of Daily Labor
9

16th Sunday After Pentecost

3

Oﬃce Closed
6:00 pm AA Mee ng
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810
10

4 Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

5

10:00 am Staﬀ Mee ng

6:30 pm Confirma on
Orienta on
(Parents/Students)
7:00 pm Altar Guild ‐ C.L.

6:30 pm ALL MINISTRY

TEAM NIGHT!
11

Home Communion
8:00 am
9:15 am
9:45 am
10:30 am

Worship
Holy Grounds
RALLY DAY BRUNCH
Worship ‐ Blessing
of Educa onal Leaders
11:00 am Travel to Walnut Grove
for God’s work. Our hands.
11:30 am Confirma on Bridge

5:00 pm Finance Commi ee
6:00 pm AA Mee ng
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810

16 17th Sunday After Pentecost

17

8:00 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School
Orienta on ‐ F.H.
9:15 am Bibles & Breakfast Bites
9:15 am Holy Grounds
10:30 am Worship ‐ Bible
Presenta ons to 3 yr. old and
3rd & 6th grade students
11:30 am Confirma on Bridge
23

18th Sunday After Pentecost

8:00 am
9:15 am
9:15 am
10:30 am
11:30 am
30

Worship
Educa on Hour
Holy Grounds
Worship
Confirma on Bridge

19th Sunday After Pentecost

Name Tag Sunday
8:00 am Worship ‐ Welcome
New Members
9:15 am Educa on Hour
9:15 am Holy Grounds
10:30 am Worship ‐ Welcome
New Members
11:30 am Confirma on Bridge

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

12

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

6

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

7

8

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Worship
13

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

14

15

Food Pantry Work Day

10:00 am Staﬀ Mee ng

Professional Leaders Conference

5:30 pm Children’s Choir
6:30 pm Confirma on
7:00 pm Celebra on Voices
18

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

19

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

6:15 pm Puppet Praise
7:30 pm Sounds of Grace Bells
20

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

5:00 pm Worship
21

22 Food Pantry Work Day

10:00 am Staﬀ Mee ng

6:00 pm AA Mee ng
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810

6:00 pm GRACE Commi ee
6:30 pm Parke Victory 4H
7:00 pm COUNCIL

5:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

24

25

26

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am Staﬀ Mee ng
6:00 pm AA Mee ng
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810

5:30 pm Provide GRACE
Place Meal

Children’s Choir
AYSO Board ‐ C.L.
Confirma on (Kings)
Celebra on Voices

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

27

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

5:30 pm Children’s Choir
6:30 pm Confirma on
(Babylonian Cap vity)

7:00 pm Celebra on Voices

5:00 pm Worship
6:15 pm New Member Pizza &
Information Party in
Fellowship Hall

6:15 pm Puppet Praise
7:00 pm Boy Scout Commi ee
7:30 pm Sounds of Grace Bells

6:15 pm Puppet Praise
7:30 pm Sounds of Grace Bells

28

29 Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Worship ‐ Welcome
New Members

