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Outside Worship at 9:30 a.m. Sundays
Star ng July 4 (More Informa on page 1)
Worship Service Posted on Salem’s
Facebook Page Saturdays ‐
5:00 p.m. Saturdays for later viewing or
call in (1‐312‐626‐6799) using Mee ng ID
216 590 032 Sundays ‐ 10:30 a.m.

JULY 2020

Creative Arts 2019-2020 Season

Carla Vanatta
commissioned as an
AIM
(Associate in Ministry)
June 17th 1995 later
the designation was
changed to Deacon.
She was the first AIM
in the Northern Illinois
Snyod.

REOPENING
PROGRESS
Dear Friends in Christ,
As few weeks ago I asked everyone to fill out and return
surveys as we began to think about returning to in‐person
worship. The results of that survey were quite revealing,
with only about 15% of households responding that they were
ready to return to indoor, in‐person worship immediately while
following all the CDC guidelines. At the same me, all across
other States who have opened up more quickly than us,
we have many reports of churches having to re‐close because
of Covid‐19 outbreaks. Because of this, the Council has
approved a more cau ous approach to the next phase.
In the month of July we have two op ons for worship, online
and outdoor. The online service for now will look exactly as
it has been these last months. Deacon Carla, Ron and I will
record and post by 5:00 pm Saturday night on Facebook and
there will be a call‐in op on at 10:30 am on Sunday.
The outdoor worship me will be Sunday at 9:30 am weather
permi ng and will take place in the parking lot. In case of
storms, online worship will be posted as usual. For ease of
reference, here are the bullet points for how the outdoor
worship will go:
Worship will be an abbreviated Service of the Word
(live prayers, Gospel reading, sermon and pre‐recorded
music). Unfortunately singing live and in groups is s ll
seen as par cularly risky, so please enjoy the music
when it is played from the speakers and carillon.
Safe Communion prac ces are s ll being developed,
but for now you will be invited to return home and have
communion as a family following the guidelines set out in
the pastoral le er.

 For now, the church building (i.e., restrooms) will not
be open. Again, the service will be abbreviated.
 The pulpit will be located on the lawn directly behind
the sanctuary. Check out the satellite image a ached.
(This is an old image, thank goodness our parking lot has
been repaved since this photo was taken).
 Members are invited to park in every other parking space,
staggered (see illustra on). Staﬀ and volunteers will be
there to assist you. If you’d like to volunteer, please call
the oﬃce.
 If members wish they may stay in the car with their
windows open, bring lawn chairs to place outside their
vehicle, or sit on the tail gate. All members will be asked
to shut down their engine so that exhaust fumes do not
bother those around them.
 All members will be asked to maintain 6 feet between
households. Those members outside of the car will wear
a mask.
 We really wrestled with balancing the need for shaded
comfort and having people walk a distance to shaded
areas. Because of mobility issues, we have decided to
stay in the parking lot. If you are especially sensi ve to
light, our recommenda on would be to stay in the car or
bring an umbrella.
 A er the service, Pastor Preston will move to the
driveway leading to the exit if households would like to
stop and chat for a moment, similar to the line following
services in the sanctuary.
I understand that some in our congrega on long to be back to
“normal” and may be frustrated by the slower pace decided
by the Council. During the month of July, we will be working
diligently to put into place the procedures and gather the

materials needed to be inside the building safely and
responsibly. Knowing that many of the cleaning supplies,
hand sani zers, etc., are on back order, we will be doing
everything we can to get everything in place. I appreciate
your pa ence and understanding.
In the mean me, the ministries of this church are s ll moving
forward and ever growing. This church was never the building,
but always the people of God in common mission to proclaim
and live out the Gospel message.

Pastor Preston

C u rrent copies of
the W ord In Season
D evotional, Living
Lu theran M agazine,
and the Large Print
C hrist In O u r H om e M agazine can be
picked u p from the front door vestibu le.

If you give a recurring gi through
Pushpay, remember that you have
the power to edit your recurring
gi through these steps:
1. Open one of electronic receipts you receive in your email a er
each gi .
2. Scroll to the bo om of the email and click the box that says
“Manage recurring gi .”
3. If you are not signed‐in, sign‐in using your phone number.
4. If asked for security purposes, provide the 6‐digit security
number texted to you.
5. A er successful security verifica on you will be presented
with a screen showing your current level of giving and sched‐
ule. Scroll down and click the red box that says “Edit Recur‐
ring.”
6. Next, edit the gi amount or schedule as needed.
7. Finally, don’t forget to hit “Save” at the bo om.
These instruc ons will be shown with visual aids on Facebook.
Of course, if you need any help please contact Salem staﬀ.

Salem
Sesquicentennial Book
The 150th Committee’s book
of Salem's history is ready for
printing. The actual cost is
$20. You can still sign up for
a copy by calling the office
and sending in a check.
If you have already ordered
but have not yet paid,
send your payment in with
“150th Anniversary Book”
marked in the Memo Line.

Illinois heard our call for
help and answered with
the Illinois COVID‐19
Response Fund.
Salem Food Pantry is a
proud recipient of an ICRF
grant!
Thanks to the #ICRF, many of those hit hardest in our
communi es now have access to cri cal resources
needed —from emergency food and basic supplies to
interim housing and shelter. Now is the me to step up
and provide urgent services for those in need during this
diﬃcult me. Donate today to help us con nue suppor ng
our communi es.
#WeAreOneIL #ICRF #COVID19
h ps://www.ilcovidresponsefund.org/

June
Council Highlights
The Council regre ully accepted Ken Reinhardt’s Council seat
resigna on. His leadership at Salem has been greatly valued and
appreciated over the years. A hearty thank you to Ken for his years
of service. The Council will seek to appoint a member from the
congrega on to fill out the rest of Ken’s term which will expire
January 31, 2021.
The Council approved ordering a credit card for Salem’s Food
Pantry. This will allow for an easier way to replenish the Pantry
with Food Pantry Funds.
The Council approved a reopening plan which will be
conserva ve and measured, beginning a er the state of Illinois
enters Phase IV. A date has not yet been determined. More details
will be shared and updated as more informa on becomes available.
We will resume services with outdoor worship combined with our
con nued online worship experience.
The Council voted the following to the Execu ve Commi ee:
President:
Dan Docherty
Vice President: Sue Herrmann
Secretary:
Jenny Ruﬀ
Treasurer:
Linda Linden

Yt|à{ exyÄxvà|ÉÇá
We are modeled after God - in God’s Image.
This means that God’s ways of relating to the
creation is a design for our roles of relating
to the Earth and its systems.

Parish Records
Birth . . .
Gwyneth Isabel Gustafson, born on May 30, 2020 at Central
DuPage Hospital. Her parents are Ryan & Jillian Gustafson.
Salem grandparents are Dennis & Julie Cutshaw.
Arabella Frances Bishop, born on June 18, 2020 at Central
DuPage Hospital. Her parents are Bridget & Chad Bishop.
Salem grandparent is Lynn Buckner.

Baptism . . .
Ivy Caroline Taylor, on Sunday, June 28. Her parents are Ma &
Kalrissa Taylor. Her sponsors are Mike & Kristen McDonald.

New Members . . .
Ma & Kalrissa Taylor (and Ivy) were welcomed as new members
on June 28. Welcome to Salem!

Prayers . . .
for the family of Ralph Johnson at his death on June 16.
for the family of Jean Smith at the death of her sister, Joyce Cole,
who died on June 25.

Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet.
Only through experience of trial and
suffering can the soul be strengthened,
vision cleared, ambition inspired,
and success achieved.
- Helen Keller -

Celebrating 65 Years or More of life!
04
07
11
12
12
12
15

Kathleen Gfrorer
Eena Lundberg
Bill Lorence
Jan Davis
Sue Pfund
Peg Wallis
Judy Sundberg

19
21
21
23
26
29

Mary Dienst
Janet Cullison
Donna Alford
Glen Pearson
Lois Christensen
Susan King

Tackle a Tab Is Back!
Some people have expressed
interest in par cipa ng in
Tackle‐A‐Tab virtually.
Thank you for your generous
oﬀer! Each weekend on the
SLC Community Page, in the
monthly newsle er, and on
our app we will post the cost
of a few of our upcoming bills. If you'd like to par cipate
follow these steps:
(1) Choose a bill to sponsor
(2) Call Salem’s oﬃce and tell us your
choice (815/895‐9171)
(3) Write a check to Salem Lutheran, put the vendor
name in the Memo Line and mail it to the church
(1145 DeKalb Avenue, Sycamore)
As before, the gi will be added to your giving statement.

Salem Couples
Celebra ng Wedding Anniversaries of 25 Years or More
01
02
07
16
19
21
21
23
25
26
26
27
30

Reginald & Janine Richardson
Steve & Lisa Feuerbach
Chris & Kim Seistrup
Steve & Cindy Wig
Bill & Lorna Schmidt
Robert & Darlene Orth
Gary & Diane Lindgren
Dave & Eena Lundberg
James & Edith Eklund, Sr.
Dale & Cherie Sanderson
Daryl & Rhonda Graves
Mick & Marilyn Ingram
Bob & Phyllis Johnson

31 yrs.
26 yrs.
41 yrs.
37 yrs.
45 yrs.
36 yrs.
29 yrs.
37 yrs.
50 yrs.
34 yrs.
28 yrs.
58 yrs.
44 yrs.

Keep Salem with you!
The best way to contact us is
through the Salem App.

to download our app!
To give your offering electronically, text:
“Salemlutherangive” to 77977

GOD AM ID PANDEM IC
Last spring, life changed as we
became familiar with terms such
as social distancing, fla ening the
curve and self‐quaran ning.
We could hardly believe the closed
schools, businesses and especially
churches—just as Holy Week and Easter drew near!
The coronavirus ran rampant in the world. Where was
God?
But as the spread con nued, many civic leaders stepped
up, calmly informing us of the facts, of ac ons being
taken to mi gate the crisis and of how we could help.
Healthcare professionals risked their lives and endured
separa on from families; teachers drew on astounding
stores of crea vity to teach online; pastors delivered
sermons and lessons to empty sanctuaries as members
listened and prayed while living in lockdown. Surely God
was present—through them!
Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah,
“Fear not! When you pass through the waters, the fires,
yes, even the pandemics of this world, I will be with you”
(Isaiah 43:1‐2, paraphrased). And Jesus echoes, “I am with you
always” (Ma hew 28:30).
‐ Sandy Hyland ‐

Without God, it is utterly impossible.
But with God everything is possible.
- Mark 10:27 -

Thank You
Salem Lutheran,
Thank you for the wonderful
donation from your Shrove
Tuesday Cake Auction held by
your Confirmation group.
We feel truly special to have
been selected for this honor.
The Barn on Baseline
Animal Shelter
Adoption Center

Salem,
Wishing you all of God’s
blessings with the hope that all
are healthy and doing well.
Doug & Pat Shertz

The recent
water leak
below the
front of the
church has
been fixed!
Thank you to our building
support team for the
arrangements at a cost of
approximately $8,000.

Salem Lutheran
Food Pantry,
While we are not members
of Salem Lutheran Church,
we have heard good things about
its Food Pantry. In this time of
crisis please accept this small
donation to aid in your work —
for .
God’s work.
Sincerely,
Jack & Jan Docherty

Dear Liz,
I sure miss my Pantry friends,
but know that I’ve not forgotten
the incredible needs in our
community. Hope to be back
soon!
Love,
Carolyn
(and Steve)

August
July 15

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Deacon:
Carla Y. Vanatta
Organist:
Ron Vanatta
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Sunday Nursery Attendant:
Katy Kingren
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2020
President:
Dan Docherty
(630-292-3124)
Vice President:
Sue Herrmann
(815-751-6741)
Secretary:
Jenny Ruff
(815-793-2055)
Treasurer:
Linda Linden
(815-508-1056)
Melissa Buys
Dan Docherty
Cindy Graves
Sue Herrmann
Claudia Hoffman
To Be Appointed
Katy Kingren
Wanda Sabin
Andrew Rex
Jenny Ruff
Larry Schlawin
Steve Worley
Pastor Preston C. Fields
Deacon Carla Vanatta
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to Council by using the
following format: FirstName.LastName@slcsycamore.org

Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.
All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.
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Mon

Tue

Wed
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1

Thu
2

Fri
3

0
0
6

7

8

9

10

9:30 am Outdoor Worship in
Back Parking Lot

13

14

15

16

17

9:30 am Outdoor Worship in
Back Parking Lot

20

21

22

23

24

9:30 am Outdoor Worship in
Back Parking Lot

9:30 am Outdoor Worship in
Back Parking Lot
10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537

25
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)

10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537
26 8th Sunday After Pentecost

18
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)

10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537
19 7th Sunday After Pentecost

11
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)

10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537
12 6th Sunday After Pentecost

4
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)

2

5 5th Sunday After Pentecost

Sat

27

28

29

30

31

