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July Outdoor Worship

July Outdoor Worship

Pastor Mack Patrick from NIU Grace Place
preaching at the July 19 worship service

Dear Friends in Christ,
Salem Lutheran Church Council has chosen to refrain from returning
to in‐person weekend worship in the month of August. As health
experts across the country evaluate risk, indoor worship gatherings
of diﬀerent households are s ll es mated as one of the riskiest
ac vi es one can engage in during this me of pandemic.
Therefore, the Church Council has concluded that outdoor and
online worship are s ll the safest op ons for our congrega on.
However, there will be more opportuni es in August for engaging in
our church‐life together:
Star ng on August 8, online worship will be recorded in the
sanctuary via our new camera equipment. This worship will
be led by a small group of worship leaders, including Pastor,
Ron and Carla Vana a, an Assis ng Minister, and a few
volunteers to run audio and the camera.
Beginning August 9, the 9:30 am Outdoor Worship on
Sundays will include safe distribu on of Holy Communion.
For those who would prefer a ending online church,
but would s ll like to par cipate in Holy Communion,
you may arrive at 10:15 am on Sunday and receive
communion‐to‐go from the rear parking area.
 
Families may s ll celebrate communion in their households
together as before following the guidelines laid out in my
pastoral le er on the subject.
Outdoor bap sms and graveside services will con nue.
Pastor Preston asks that, even outdoors, masks be worn if
a social distance of less than 6 feet cannot be consistently
achieved (remember I have a newborn at home).
Please don’t feel oﬀended if Pastor does not stay for family
gatherings/luncheons a er these services.
The sanctuary is available for those who have delayed
scheduling bap sms and funerals/memorials during the
Pandemic. These should be scheduled with Pastor Preston

 well in advance and planned carefully. Gatherings will be
small and will ideally include family and sponsors only.
Social distancing and masks will always be required inside the
building, no excep ons. Unfortunately, live group singing is s ll
considered too dangerous. Pre‐recorded music may be used.
Recording/livestreaming these events to share with family
members and friends is possible depending on the availability
of volunteers.
 First Communion: Families whose children completed the
First Communion curriculum in April may schedule special
celebra ons of First Communion with Pastor Preston. All the
above restric ons apply. These will be scheduled individually
with each family and will include a short service of the Word
and Holy Communion. Pastor is also willing to travel to family
homes to celebrate First Communion outdoors.
 Pastor Preston is beginning to think through opportuni es for
individual or households to spend some reflec ve me in the
sanctuary during the week. Please pay a en on to the
smartphone app and website for further informa on when
it becomes available.
 There will be a Salem Lutheran Church Virtual Townhall,
Wednesday, August 19 at 7:30 pm. Look for zoom informa on
and phone‐in informa on elsewhere in this newsle er. A link
will also be sent out the Friday before. This will be an
opportunity to talk about the future, catch up, ask ques ons,
and share some of the amazing ministry s ll happening at
Salem.
Important Note: In order to even par ally reopen in the ways
described above, we need volunteers! Many of our most faithful
volunteers fall into the “high‐risk” categories and are not available.
If you’d like to volunteer to help clean a er a special event or prayer
service, serve as an Assis ng Minister for online services Saturday
a ernoon or outdoor worship on Sunday, or learn to run the audio or
camera equipment, please contact the church oﬃce. Young adults
and high school students are especially encouraged to consider if God
is calling you to be of service during this me.

Pastor Preston

Happy Re rement
to Ron and Carla Vana a!
Salem has been blessed for over 40 years
with the Vana a’s musical and spiritual
gi s. Ron and Carla’s faith, devo on, love,
compassion, musical talents and dedica on
to Salem’s mission will be greatly missed.
Please join us as spread our well wishes and honor Ron and Carla
with a drive‐thru parade:
August 23 ‐ 5:00 p.m.
at Salem Lutheran Church.
Decorate your vehicle: Be crea ve and fes ve! Plan to arrive by
5:00 pm and line up in Salem’s parking lot. Carla and Ron will be
under a canopy at the edge of the parking lot and we’ll all drive by
spreading joy!
We are also crea ng an album to share with Ron and Carla.
Please write a favorite memory you have with them on a 4x6 piece
of paper or index card and drop it in the box in the front entry way
of Salem by August 16.
Re rement and best
wishes cards can be
mailed or dropped oﬀ
at the church, or
We’ll
mailed to their home
miss you!
(1001 Persimmon
Drive, Genoa, 60135)
There will also be a
box for cards at the
parade.
More informa on will be shared soon via email,
on Facebook and the Salem app.

Pastor Preston and Wesley
welcomed a charming baby
boy into their lives July 14,
Neyland Anderson Lyons‐Fields.
Several people have asked about a
baby shower to celebrate. It seems
they have been blessed already
with most of what they need by the
generosity of friends and family,
so ideas to support them include
gi cards to Schnuck’s, HyVee,
or Inboden’s Grocery Stores to help
with meals, Visa gi cards or cash that can be used for future needs,
or the diaper fund op on on their Amazon registry which can also be
used for other supplies. h ps://www.amazon.com/baby‐reg/preston
‐fields‐wesley‐lyons‐july‐2020‐dekalb/1TYWBEN8D70ZM. We will
“shower” them the week of August 9 ‐15. Cards/gi s can be mailed
to the church or their home (429 Haystack Court, Dekalb, IL.
60115). If you have already shared a gi , thank you for your
kindness!
Salem Staﬀ

September
August 15
FINANCIAL SUMMARY ‐ Second Quarter of 2020
On the back of the calendar you will find a summary
of Salem’s Financials for Second Quarter of 2020.
We appreciate your support of the many ministries at
Salem.
Please note that members will receive a copy of their
giving statements for the Third and Fourth Quarters of
the Year.

Food
Pantry
News

Thank you to the Tina Hurst State Farm agency in
Sycamore for their donaƟon to the Food Pantry.

Yt|à{ exyÄxvà|ÉÇá
You become a steward when you recognize
that you are responsible for something you
do not own and you act on that recognition.

July
Council Highlights
 The Salem Congrega onal Council approved the appointment
of Linda Linden to fill out a Council seat vacancy. She will fill out the
remainder of Ken Reinhardt’s term, expiring on January 31, 2021.
Welcome aboard Linda! We welcome her voice to the table and
willingness to take on a leadership role.
 The Council approved hiring Pastor Mack Patrick, from Grace
Place, on a contract basis to manage Salem’s IT (technology) needs.
Salem is working in conjunc on with First Lutheran Church and
Bethlehem Lutheran Church to share the cost of this posi on at all
three churches.
 The Execu ve Commi ee appointed the following members
to a Crea ve Arts Director search commi ee: Jen Docherty, Julie
Breidenbach, Connie Seraphine, Erin Rowlands and Steve La mer.
Jenny Ruﬀ and Sue Herrmann lead the group. Salem’s Council
approved a job descrip on proposed by the commi ee for the
posi on. This posi on was approved by Salem’s congrega on at
the annual mee ng to replace many of Carla and Ron Vana a’s
Crea ve Arts du es upon their re rement.
 The Council con nued discussion about when to resume
indoor worship. We are working the guidelines oﬀered by the CDC
and the Dekalb County Health Department. No solid date has been
set, but we are hoping to resume some type of indoor worship in
September.
 With thanks, Salem accepted a gi of a 1992 Samick Baby Grand Piano
from Dr. Jason Friedrichs, a former Salem member. This piano is currently in the
sanctuary.
Current copies of the Word In
Season Devotional, Living Lutheran
Magazine, and the Large Print Christ In
Our Home Magazine can be picked up
from the front door vestibule.

Parish Records
Births . . .
Luke Christopher Judkins on July 3 at Central DuPage Hospital.
His parents are Chris & Nicole Judkins.
Neyland Anderson Lyons‐Fields on July 14. His parents are Pastor
Preston Fields and Wesley Lyons.

Married . . .
Timothy John Foley & Melissa Ann Vallerio on June 27.

Prayers . . .
for the family of former Salem member Corrine Hanson.

Tackle a Tab Is Back!
Some people have expressed
interest in par cipa ng in
Tackle‐A‐Tab virtually.
Thank you for your generous
oﬀer! Each weekend on the SLC
Community Page, in the church
newsle er, and on our app we
will post the cost of a few of our
upcoming bills. If you'd like to par cipate follow these steps:
(1) Choose a bill to sponsor
(2) Call Salem’s oﬃce and tell us your choice (815/895‐9171)
(3) Write a check to Salem Lutheran, put the vendor name in
the Memo Line and mail it to the church:
1145 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
As before, the gi will be added to your giving statement.

August Birthdays

Celebrating 65
Years or More
of life!

03
03
05
05
11
15
15
17
18
19
21
22
28
29
31

Jerry Brantner
Michael Ross
Carol Mikulski
Karen Miller
John Rogers
Bob Johnson
Kathy Vickers
Marty Oehlert
Chris Welander
Jeﬀ Wallace
Pat Rude
Norma Keller
Jim West
Iris Acton
Ron Vana a

When we give ourselves
something to look forward to,
no matter how great or small
the event, we are giving
ourselves the gift of hope.
And where there’s hope built into
tomorrow, there are all kinds of
possibilities for overcoming whatever
obstacle we face today.
- Ruth Senter -

Salem Couples
Celebrating
August
Wedding
Anniversaries
of 25 Years
or More!
02
05
07
11
14
17
20
20
24
26
27

Jeﬀ & Chris Makosh
Jim & Sharon Modglin
Larry & Barb Schlawin
Robert & Jeanne Johnston
John & Sue Pfund
Steve & Pat LeVrouw
Jeﬀ & Donna Wallace
Ralph & Peg Wallace
Bill & Sherri Elkinton
Ken & Sue Reinhardt
Grant & Charleen Hupy

34 yrs.
53 yrs.
49 yrs.
41 yrs.
49 yrs.
52 yrs.
43 yrs.
32 yrs.
46 yrs.
59 yrs.
54 yrs.

Keep Salem with you!
The best way to contact us is
through the Salem App.

to download our app!
To give your offering electronically, text:
“Salemlutherangive” to 77977

You Are Invited to
Lunch and Learn
An ongoing group of about 10 members of
Salem con nue to meet every Thursday at
11:30 a.m. via Zoom during this pandemic.
We call it “Lunch & Learn,” and it's even
easier than before to chow down while you
meet through your computer, tablet, Kindle, or smartphone.
We have now begun to take up par cipant’s "burning ques ons."
What is it in the life of the Chris an that you have ques ons about?
Do you wonder about points of belief, ways of worshipping,
the ways of Salem congrega on, or of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America.
Currently we are pursuing the ques ons, "Why is our church body so
white? What is being done about it? What more can be done?"
To join us in our Zoom mee ngs just email John Seraphine at
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com, or phone him at 815‐895‐9736 and
he will send you the link. Don't worry if you can't make every
session ‐‐ no one does. And we try to keep our sessions to an hour
to 75 minutes. You can some mes duck out of the mee ng for
important reasons like tending to pets. But we are thrilled for every
minute we get to Zoom in faith with our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Please join us!!

S alem
V irtualC hurch
Tow n H all
A ugust19
7:00 p.m .
M eeting ID : 897 1662 1317
P asscode: 356156

Thank You
5’1” Samick Baby
Grand Piano
Donation
Salem gratefully
accepted the gift of
Dr. Jason Friedrich’s
1992 Samick Baby
Grand Piano this July at
his relocation to the state
of Oregon.
The plan is for it to serve in the sanctuary. We will be
evaluating our instrument inventory and deciding where each is
best suited and whether to sell one of our older pianos in light
of this gift.
Ron & Carla Vanatta
Ministers of Music

Salem
Sesquicentennial Book
The 150th Committee’s book
of Salem's history is ready for
printing. The actual cost is
$20. You can still sign up for
a copy by calling the office
and sending in a check.
If you have already ordered
but have not yet paid,
send your payment in with
“150th Anniversary Book”
marked in the Memo Line.

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Deacon:
Carla Y. Vanatta
Organist:
Ron Vanatta
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Sunday Nursery Attendant:
Katy Kingren
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2020
President:
Dan Docherty
(630-292-3124)
Vice President:
Sue Herrmann
(815-751-6741)
Secretary:
Jenny Ruff
(815-793-2055)
Treasurer:
Linda Linden
(815-508-1056)
Melissa Buys
Dan Docherty
Cindy Graves
Sue Herrmann
Claudia Hoffman
To Be Appointed
Katy Kingren
Wanda Sabin
Andrew Rex
Jenny Ruff
Larry Schlawin
Steve Worley
Pastor Preston C. Fields
Deacon Carla Vanatta
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to Council by using the
following format: FirstName.LastName@slcsycamore.org

Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.
All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
Financial Summary
Six months ended 06/30/2020

2019
ACTUAL
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE

1-Jan-20

2020
BUDGET

($4,561)

2020
ACTUAL
$9,673

RECEIPTS
Envelope Offerings
Loose Offerings
Festival Offerings
Christian Education
General Income
Non-budget Benevolence
Non-budget Income
SUBTOTAL RECEIPTS

$183,566
$8,626
$5,889
$512
$10,125
$2,396
$0
$211,114

EXPENSES
FOR ELCA MISSION & MINISTRIES
Northern Illinois Synod Mission Support
Add'tl. NI Synod Mission Support-Members
Other Mission Support
Assistance
PARISH LEADERSHIP
Salaries for Pastor and Staff
Benefits and Allowances
PROGRAM COSTS
Worship and Music
Christian Education
Service
Witness
Stewardship
Global Missions
Call Committee
FACILITY COSTS
Insurance
Utilities
Maintenance
ADMINISTRATION
Office Supplies and Postage
Background Checks
Miscellaneous
Technology Expense
Non-budget Expenses
SUBTOTAL EXPENSES
OPERATING CASH FLOW
BORROW FROM/(ADD) TO RESERVES
OTHER SOURCES/(USES)
ENDING CASH BALANCE

30-Jun-20

$200,000
$9,589
$5,318
$87
$9,554
$0
$0
$224,548

$206,921
$6,935
$4,167
$119
$48,440
$2,510
$0
$269,092

$10,904
$0
$0
$180

$11,610
$488
$1,782
$101

$78,445
$49,066

$81,231
$42,596

$78,360
$44,966

$3,855
$4,869
$0
$944
$487
$0
$0

$3,716
$5,621
$0
$914
$500
$0
$1,500

$5,764
$1,317
$0
$315
$424
$0
$0

$2,642
$12,482
$18,879

$3,218
$12,899
$17,592

$3,910
$13,094
$21,275

$2,396
$273
$3,938
$5,909
$0
$185,855

$2,739
$269
$21,058
$9,311
$0
$214,249

$2,043
$518
$20,657
$9,424
$0
$216,047

($609)
$219
$2,059
$0

$25,259

$53,045

$0
$0

$0
$0

$20,698

$62,718

Brandon Johnson, Treasurer
Connie C. Brown, Financial Secretary

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship (See Salem’s
Facebook Page or Website for
instruc ons. Can be viewed a er
5:00 at any me)

2
9th Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am Outdoor Worship
10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537

9 10th Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am Outdoor Worship
10:15 am Communion
10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537

3
7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible Study

4
10:00 am Zoom
Staﬀ Mee ng

John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

10
7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

5

6 11:30 am On‐Line
Lunch & Learn
Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

6:30 pm
Worship
Commi ee
11
10:00 am Zoom
Staﬀ Mee ng

12
5:30 pm
Trust
Fund

6:00 pm Zoom
Execu ve
Commi ee

13 11:30 am On‐Line
Lunch & Learn
Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

7
9:00 am
Pastor’s
Children’s
Story Time
14
9:00 am
Pastor’s
Children’s
Story Time

8
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)
15
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)

2:00 pm Council Retreat
16 11th Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am Outdoor Worship
10:15 am Communion
10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537

23 12th
9:30 am
10:15 am
10:30 am

Sunday After Pentecost
Outdoor Worship
Communion
Call‐In Worship

Call: 1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537

30 13th Sunday After Pentecost
9:30 am Outdoor Worship
10:15 am Communion
10:30 am Call‐In Worship
Call:
1 312 626 6799
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Password: 593537

17
7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

24
7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

31
7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

18
10:00 am Zoom
Staﬀ Mee ng
7:00 pm Zoom
Council Mee ng
25
10:00 am Zoom
Staﬀ Mee ng

19 7:00 pm
Virtual Church
Town Hall

20 11:30 am On‐Line
Lunch & Learn
Bible Study

Mee ng ID:
897 1662 1317
Passcode:
356156

John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

26

27 11:30 am On‐Line
Lunch & Learn
Bible Study
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

21
9:00 am
Pastor’s
Children’s
Story Time
28
9:00 am
Pastor’s
Children’s
Story Time

22
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)
29
5:00 pm Facebook Live
On‐Line Worship
(See Salem’s Facebook Page or
Website for instruc ons. Can be
viewed a er 5:00 at any me)

