Salem Lutheran Church
The Tenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 9, 2020
“Unraveled”
Doubting Thomas Welcome To
When the Unimaginable Has Happened
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The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost
August 9, 2020
“Unraveled”
Doubting Thomas – When the Unimaginable Has Happened
ELW Settings 6 & 8
 GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE
ORGAN PRELUDE

Nettleton

Gehrke

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
R:

Gracious God,
You ask us to follow you, and we respond with logistical questions—

C:

How long? Where to? Will we return?

R:

You ask us to love each other, and we respond with excuses—

C:

I don’t know how. We don’t see eye to eye.

R:

You ask us to dream and we get stuck in our own heads—

C:

Change will never come. Is it worth it?

R:

You ask us to believe, and like Thomas, we ask for proof—

C:

Unless I see the nails in his hands, I cannot believe.

R:

Forgive us for our small‐minded ways.

C:

Open our eyes as you open our hearts.

R:

Unravel our doubt. Unravel our unbelief.

C:

Lead us to rest in you. Gratefully we pray, Amen.
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVNESS
P:

With a heart full of mercy and compassion, God saves us and forgives us
all our sins. Christ, the dawn from on high, shines upon us, and by the
light of the Holy Spirit guides our feet into the way of peace.

C:

Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

ELW Hymn 638
Blessed Assurance

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820‐1915 Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830‐1908
Public Domain
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CALL TO WORSHIP
R:

So much in life is unpredictable.

C:

Life begins and ends.

R:

The weather changes.

C:

Love surprises us.

R:

Doors close.

C:

Others open.

R:

Life is unpredictable,
But what we can count on is finding God in this space;

C:

For this is God’s house, and all are welcome.

R:

So bring your questions and concerns, your doubts and wonderings,
For in the midst of this unpredictable life, we can predict this:

C:

Love lives here. Let us worship God.

APOSTOLIC GREETING
P:
C:

The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE
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PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
P:

C:

God of unending surprises, this life is a tapestry of moments woven
together, and we long to be weavers of love. Today we gather and
pray that you would unravel our bias. Unravel our assumptions.
Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. And as you do,
clear space in our hearts for your Word. We are listening. We are
praying.
Amen.
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 SCRIPTURE READING
Doubting Thomas
A:

When the Unimaginable Has Happened

John 20:19‐29

A reading from John . . .

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."
But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe."
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
"Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe."
A:
C:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
MESSAGE

Pastor Preston Fields
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HYMN OF THE DAY
Why Must Doubt Be Such a Bad Thing?
A Hymn Inspired by John 20:19‐29

Text: Stephen M. Fearing, 2019 Tune: NETTLETON
Music: Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, 1813
© 2019 Stephen M. Fearing / www.stephenmfearing.com

7

 RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
C:

I believe in God, the Great Sewer—
Who weaves us together in community,
Collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging.
I believe in the Holy Spirit—
Who hems us in before and behind,
Catching us when we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative.
And I believe in Jesus Christ—
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out,
refusing to disregard anyone as scrap.
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fiber of our being,
Making us inherently worthy of love and belonging.
I believe the fabric of my life is weak,
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork
to remind me of love.
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics,
She is designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.
And I believe that when life unravels,
God is there to stitch my wounds together,
To hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love,
And to invite me into a new journey.
Amen.

PRAYER HYMN

ELW Hymn 752
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 Music: Ken Medema Text & Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company
Used by Permission ... OneLicense.net #A‐708303
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A:

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.
(A brief silence)

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:
A:

C:

For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst
of storms, so that we see and hear Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not
be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the well‐being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands,
and wildlife from exploitation and abuse. Help the human family
endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness
meet, and righteousness and peace kiss. May nations in conflict know the
peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved.
Accompany all who are lonely, hear the voices of those who cry out in
anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an
affordable place to live. We pray for those suffering this day especially
Alexis, Pastor Jane, Lindsey, Pastor Tom, Virginia, Olivia, Wanda,
Gwyneth, Arabella, Jim, Heather, Patti, Steve, Mike and those we say
aloud or hold in our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people
and we thank you for this gift. We pray for those who are new to this
community, for students and teachers preparing for a new school year,
and for those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously
with your grace for our life together. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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A:

C:
P:
C:

We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all
times and places, and for the saints in our lives and in our community
whom you have gathered to yourself. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943 Music: Ken Medema Text & Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company
Used by Permission ... OneLicense.net #A‐708303

SHARING GOD’S PEACE
OFFERING
To Give Your Offering Electronically, please text “Salemlutherangive” to 77977

GIFT OF MUSIC

Be Thou My Vision

Lanier

OFFERING PRAYER
A:

C:

Let us pray … God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your
faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the
world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song.
Amen.
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 GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
P:

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Although our road has been stony going, you have given us the
power to stand firm in the face of wickedness and to rejoice in triumph
over death and the grave. And so, with the multitude from east and west,
from north and south, with angels and archangels and all the company of
heaven, we lift our voices in the unending hymn:
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P:

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us
this far along the way. In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light. In every age you sent
prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the
poor has become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your
own desire. In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to
preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and
despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P:

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

C:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P:

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day
when Jesus shall return to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and
death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

C:

Amen.

P:

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this
bread and cup with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all
the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

C:

Amen.

P:

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection, we might live in the
freedom and hope of your Son. Through him, with him, in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father,
now and forever.

C:

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P:
C:

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
Please refer to Pastor Preston’s email/letter
“Communion in Exceptional Times.”

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P:

Friends of Jesus, come to the table.
Receive nourishment for your journey.

COMMUNION CANTICLE
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COMMUNION HYMN

ELW Hymn 646
The Peace of the Lord
(Stanzas 1 & 2)

Text: Anders Ruuth; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 Music: Anders Ruuth
Spanish Text & Music © Anders Ruuth
English Text © Lutheran World Federation
Used by Permission ... OneLicense.net #A‐708303
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TABLE BLESSING
P:
C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A:

C:

Let us pray … God of the welcome table, in this meal we have feasted on
your goodness and have been united by your presence among us.
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts so that we may share
your neighborly love with all, through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant
life.
Amen.

 GOING FORTH TO “Live Christ’s Love”
DEPARTURE BLESSING
P:

C:

May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk
something big for something good, and grace to remember the world is
too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but love.
Almighty God, Father, Son,  and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ELW Hymn 619
I Know that My Redeemer Lives!
(Stanzas 1, 4, 8)

15

Text: Samuel Medley, 1738‐1999, alt. Music: Attr. John Hatton, d. 1793
Public Domain

DISMISSAL
A:
C:

Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Duke Street

Worship Leaders . . .

Behnke

Pastor Preston Fields
Susan King, Reader / Assisting Minister
Steve Latimer / Deacon Carla Vanatta, Cantors
Kim & Emma Simmons, Readers
Ron Vanatta, Organist / Pianist
Emma Foelske, Flautist

Bulletin Sponsors:
Bob & Jeanne Johnston in honor of their wedding anniversary
Adam & Kris Swedberg & Family in memory of Gwen Berner
Liturgy Reprinted by Permission … SundaysandSeasons.com License #20487
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License with license #A‐708303. All rights reserved.
UNRAVELED Liturgy by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
Cover Art [GRIEVING THOMAS – Thomas Meets the Risen Christ] © A Sanctified Art

16

GRIEVING THOMAS
(Thomas Meets the Risen Christ)
By Lauren Wright Pittman
Inspired by John 20:19‐29
Graphic Image
When the unimaginable happens, we can
find ourselves drowning in doubt. We flail,
reaching for something to bolster our faith in
a sovereign, living God. Here we see Thomas
needing tangibility: “Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.” Thomas has just experienced the death
of his teacher, close companion, and the long‐
awaited Messiah.
Reeling in grief, Thomas needs a buoy to keep him afloat. Jesus offers Thomas
peace, meeting him where he is instead of offering condemnation or a
condescending nickname. He welcomes Thomas to do what he needs to find
footing, but we aren’t told that Thomas actually acts upon the invitation.
Instead, he says, “My Lord and my God!” Thomas is separated from Christ in
death and all he asks is to be close to him again. Instead of poking Christ’s
wounds in doubt, he reclaims relationship with Jesus.
When I visited India, I learned of “St. Thomas Christians.” It is said that during
Thomas’ extensive travels he began several churches in southern India. To this
day people proudly identify with his name. These Indian Christians do not define
Thomas by his doubt; they define their own faith by his ministry. They know
Christ because of Thomas. Thomas moved forward from that place of doubt,
and his impact stretched to the far southern tip of India.
I chose to depict Thomas rubbing his eyes as he awakens from his grief to the
reality that Christ has not left him. Lotus flowers (a symbol for India) swirl around
his head in the waters that image the depth of his mourning. His ministry blooms
out of this raw, authentic moment of appropriate doubt.
– Lauren Wright Pittman –
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