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Worship Services on Zoom
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Posted on Salem’s
Facebook Page or later viewing
Please find Zoom link inside newsle er.

We want to thank Manny Pena and his staﬀ from American Family
Insurance for their amazing and generous support of Salem’s Food
Pantry. Such a blessing to have such wonderful partners!

DECEMBER 2020

A huge thank you to the Sycamore
Elks Lodge 1392 for their con nuing
and most generous support of
Salem’s Food Pantry! We are so
blessed with such a suppor ve
community.

Salem Food
Pantry
A wonderful surprise
and a huge thank you
to Accurate Towing.
They drove up
completely
unexpectedly on
Wednesday evening,
November 11th, with
boxes full of food to
donate. Thank you!
(far le )
Ever wonder what it
takes to pickup, deliver,
sort, stock, and clean
up a er 130 boxes of
food? An amazing crew
of volunteers who get
up before dawn on a
Saturday morning and
know to wear their old
clothes! (upper right)
Salem Food Pantry
distributed 112
Thanksgiving dinners
on Monday, November
23rd. What a great
day! Thank you to all
of you who shop at
Jewel in Sycamore.
Every penny you donate at the
checkout to help local
families comes to us—
both the Thanksgiving
and Christmas

Rake and
Run
Youth
Group

Psalm 126 says “When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream”
This Advent and Christmas season we at Salem Lutheran invite you
into a worship series called “Those who dream,” an especially fi ng
theme for our community in this place and me.
This Advent and Christmas season will close out a 2020 that none of
us can say was par cularly easy or comfortable. Hard conversa ons
around race, a hard‐fought presiden al campaign, economic
uncertainty, and physical separa on from our family and church
community because of Covid, have led me to pray for new hope and
possibility like never before.
Dreams, though, aren’t always orderly; they can be unse ling,
confusing, even hard to understand at first. But they are also o en
born from our deepest fears and desires. Dreams are also a place
of divine communica on, of calling us into new ways of being,
new reali es that are just around the corner.
Together this Advent, I hope that we can begin to live again like
those who dream. Dream like Mary did in her song, imagining God
as one who has looked with favor on the lowly; dream as Joseph,
who without fully understanding the how and why of God’s plan,
was s ll called to foster a child that was not his own and name him
GOD IS WITH US.; to dream like Elizabeth who saw in her young,
pregnant, unwed cousin a sign or God’s grace in the world;
dream like the shepherds who in a small child, born in a manger,
recognized the hopes and fears of all the years born that night.
This Advent and Christmas, I ask you to dream with me. Dream for
the life that will soon be, dream of ways we might be the church
together in new and old ways. Allow yourself to trust that God in
God’s wisdom will lead us through this me of disorienta on into a
season of wonder, worship, and new vision.
Pastor Preston

We have two ways to worship.
Everyone is invited to join us for a
live worship service on Zoom
“Those Who Dream”
Saturdays at 5:00 pm or Sundays at 9:30 am.
Don’t have a computer or online access? Please call in
at these mes using the informa on below. Don’t want
to get dressed and embarrassed to be seen in your
pajamas? Join us and don’t turn on your camera!
Coﬀee me following the services!
Recordings of the service for later viewing will be
uploaded on Facebook for those who cannot make
it to the Live Zoom Worship.
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/216590032?
pwd=MHd4c3FyWXFVYUhXR3VTUVowbzdnUT09
or
Dial by your loca on:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Passcode: 593537

We are excited to oﬀer
a Christmas Eve Drive‐in
Service at 5:00 pm in
Salem’s back
parking lot.
Pile the family in the
car, drive to the church,
and tune the radio
to 101.3 FM where we will be broadcas ng live with
pre‐recorded hymns and carols from our favorite Salem
musicians. The FM transmi er only has a limited mile
radius, so you’ll have to be gathered at the church to hear.
If anyone would like to volunteer to set‐up and break‐down
for this service or help people park, please contact Sue in
the oﬃce. This service will take a village to pull oﬀ!
Finally, if you can’t be with us physically Christmas Eve,
a very special recorded Christmas Eve worship will be
posted online for all to enjoy together.

Midweek
Advent Services
Available on Salem’s
Facebook page on
Wednesdays,
December 2, 9, 16, 23
1t 7:00 pm . This is a
joint venture between
Salem, 1st Lutheran of
DeKalb and Bethlehem
Lutheran of DeKalb.

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP . . .
Bulle n Sponsorship is a wonderful way to dedicate the bulle n
for a week. There are s ll available dates for 2021 to be filled.
If you are a sponsor and you don’t want any changes to your
sponsorship, excellent and thank you for your support.
If you need to change wording, dates, etc. or no longer wish to be
a sponsor please call Wanda Sabin ‐ 815/787‐9801.
But if you wish to be a New Sponsor, please pick the date and
let me know by phone. I need to know for whom and why.
The reason for the sponsorship can be:
In Honor of (IHO)
In Memory of (IMO)
To The Glory of God
For a Special Occasion
Sponsoring not only remembers special people or dates but also
helps defray the cost of the Bulle ns. The cost is only $15.00 per
dedica on. You may pay by mailing a check or leaving a check at
the church oﬃce. Remember to properly mark it for Bulle ns and
add the date at the bo om. You can also use Push‐Pay.
Each week the sponsoring person or family name is printed at the
end of the Bulle n and when we get back to worshiping in person
at church, it will be in the announcements. Thank you for “Living
Christ’s Love” by serving Salem.

A heartfelt thank-you to Donna Alford for her
many years of faithfully decorating the two
planters in the front of the church for the
changing seasons.
We are looking for a volunteer to take over
their decorating beginning in January of 2021.
Donna does have some decorations that she
would donate if we wanted them. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact Sue in the office.

CALLING GOOD DEED
ANGELS AT SALEM
The gi s that would be most
appreciated would be gi cards to any
local restaurant that oﬀers drive‐thru
or delivery, in order to bring a li le
joy to the residents' days.
Any gi cards or cer ficates for the residents need to be mailed to
them by DECEMBER 13:
Christmas for Avancer Homes
A n: Kathy Koll
350 Sycamore Rd.
Genoa IL 60135
Like the idea of decora ng the envelopes? Be crea ve!
Thank you, Angels at Salem!

Yt|à{ exyÄxvà|ÉÇá
Some people say, “Give til it hurts.”
But God recommends that
we give until it feels good.

Tackle a Tab Is Back!
Some people have expressed
interest in par cipa ng in
Tackle‐A‐Tab virtually.
Thank you for your generous
oﬀer! Each weekend on the SLC
Community Page, in the church
newsle er, and on our app we
will post the cost of a few of our
upcoming bills. If you'd like to par cipate follow these steps:
(1) Choose a bill to sponsor
(2) Call Salem’s oﬃce and tell us your choice (815/895‐9171)
(3) Write a check to Salem Lutheran, put the vendor name in
the Memo Line, and mail it to the church:
1145 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
As before, the gi will be added to your giving statement.

The Trust Fund has been without a fi h
member since February of this year.
In February of 2021, we will be losing
another member, Doreen Robinson,
who has been the Treasurer for the last 4
years. We are looking for individuals
who have an interest in helping the Trust Fund meet its
mission of ensuring that memorials and gi s bequest to
Salem are carefully processed according to our Church's
Core Values and to the glory of God. Time commitment
is minimal, as we are mee ng just 4 mes each year.
This year, and un l the pandemic is under control, we will
con nue to meet online via videoconference.
Please consider joining this commi ee today!
You may call the oﬃce for contact informa on.

Longest Night
Prayer Vigil
The Northern Illinois Synod
will hold a Prayer Vigil
over the Longest Night,
beginning Monday,
December 21 at 4:30 pm
and ending on Tuesday,
December 22 at 7:30 am.
Please plan to join us
on Facebook for this
special event.
h p://nisynod.org/events/longest‐night‐prayer‐vigil

Salem Couples
Celebrating
November Wedding
Anniversaries of
25 Years or More!

01
02
04
30

Marv & Pat Rude
Steve & Claudia Hoﬀman
Glen & Mary Pearson
Bill & Susan Lorence

63 yrs.
40 yrs.
51 yrs.
41 yrs.

Celebrating 65 or
more years of life
in December !

01
04
05
07
09
10
12
13

Rod Oehlert
Carol Johnson
John Seraphine
Sue Dewey
Jim Kline
Connie Clarner
Richard Hagen
Henrie a Milner

17
17
18
19
20
20
21
21
22
23
25
25
26
26

Mardell Bush
Chris Makosh
Carole Boies
William Elkinton
Wendell Dienst
Beverly Johnson
Carol Saidat
Karen Ross
Pa Beamsley
Lydia Johnson
Kahla Jo Gilliland
Gerry Benson
Jan Holland
Mike King

Presenters Needed!
The high school youth group is looking for
Salem members to share a faith story,
Bible study, or anything interes ng with
our group! We will be mee ng on
Sundays at 3:00 pm via zoom throughout
the winter.
If you'd like to share, simply pick a Sunday and email Nicole
at: nicole@slcsycamore.org. Presenta ons can be as short
or long and as formal or informal as the presenters want.
We simply want to hear what you have to share!

November
Council Highlights
Not Available

Thank You
Hello Salem,
I wanted to get back to you with
your blood drive results.
Sorry I am a bit late in doing
so. You ended up having 5
donors scheduled that day and
had no deferrals so at least
everyone that came could
donate. Even though we fell
short of our goal those 5
donations did impact and save
15 lives which is the most
important and it came at such a
high need time. Thank you and
I hope you have a safe and
healthy holiday season.
Dr. Dominic Ranallo
Account Representative,
Donor Recruitment
Versiti Blood Center of Illinois
(Formally Heartland Blood
Centers)



January 2021
December 15

Parish Records
Prayers . . .
for the family of Sue McMillan / MaryKate Iaccino at the death
of Bob, husband and father, who died on November 17.
for the family of Steve La mer whose father, Bruce, died on
November 28.

You Are Invited to
Lunch & Learn Thursdays
Join the happy group of Salem members
who gather each Thursday, from 11:30
a.m. for an hour‐long Zoom session.
Join our discussions for one session,
or for many. Just contact John Seraphine at
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com, or by phone at 815‐895‐9736,
and he will answer any ques ons you might have, and send
you an invita on and link to the weekly Zoom sessions.
Lunch & Learn will not be mee ng in December
but will resume on January 7.

If you are in need of Pastoral Care there are two op ons:
(1) Call Sue during business hours at the Salem Oﬃce.
(2) Call or Text Salem's new Pastoral Care Line at:
815‐797‐2441
Non‐emergency prayer requests may also be emailed to
Pastor or the salem@slcsycamore.org address.

Nomina ng Commi ee Announcement:
Would you like a chance to par cipate in Council, Synod Assembly or
even next year’s Nomina ng Commi ee? These are some of
the elected posi ons that the 2020 Nomina ng Commi ee will be
looking for nominees for the elec on at the January 2021 Annual
Mee ng. We plan on reaching out to people later this year,
but would like to oﬀer for people to reach out to us who may be
interested in a posi on or want to find out more about the diﬀerent
elected posi ons. We don’t want to miss anyone who wants an
opportunity, so please feel free to ask! We look forward to hearing
from you! You can email, call or text:
Robert Warfield
rlbrouer13@gmail.com
(262)348‐6405
or
Jenna Hoﬀman
jenna oﬀman@gmail.com
(815)751‐6178.
The other members of the 2020 Nomina ng Commi ee are Bev
Riebe, Wally Sundberg, Jim Kline, and Brandon Johnson.

Your
for 2021

Please return your
Salem Faith Promise
Giving Plan Card
for 2021 to the
box in the Portico.

To Edit Your Payment
Schedule From a
Web Browser
To edit a recurring payment schedule from Home,
using your personal computer (web browser):
Login to your Pushpay account at pushpay.com/login.
1. Click edit next to the recurring schedule you would like to
edit.
2. Click edit recurring.
3. Make desired changes, scroll down, click save.
You should expect to see "Success ‐ You have successfully
updated this payment schedule."

Current copies of
the Word In Season
Devotional, Living
Lutheran Magazine,
and the Large Print
Christ In Our Home Magazine can be picked up from
the front door vestibule.

SALEM’S CHRISMONS
“Chrismon”
is a combination of two words: “Christ”
and Monogram.” They were used by
early Christians as symbols of their faith.
In days when it was dangerous to be a
Christian, followers of Jesus resorted to
secret signs and symbols to keep from
exposing themselves unnecessarily to the
foes of Christianity. At such times Christians would have to
worship in secret and visiting Christians would find their way to
the worship center in the large underground passageways by
simply looking at the fish on the wall pointing in the direction in
which they were to go. A Chrismon is a “Monogram of Christ.”

Chrismons
are made in combinations of white and gold-white. White is
the liturgical color for Christmas and refers to our Lord’s purity
and perfection, and gold symbolizes his majesty and glory.
The tiny white lights on the tree point to Christ as the “Light of
the World.” Since these symbols point to Christ, the center
and focus of our faith, it is particularly appropriate that we use
them on Christmas, the birthday of Jesus, without whom there
would be no Christian church at all.

From
Salem Staff

Why Two
Trees in the
Chancel?
Just as the Garden
of Eden featured two
special trees –
the tree of knowledge
of good and evil and
the tree of life –
so, too, have many churches over the years featured
two Christmas trees flanking their altars.
In post-Civil War years after H. C. Schwan’s Christmas
tree custom had taken hold in America’s upper Midwest,
many congregations, Lutherans and others, began putting
two, not one, trees in their chancels.
The idea was based on the Eden trees. The tree on the
left of the altar (the worshipers’ left) represented the tree
of knowledge of good and evil, from which Adam and Eve
disobediently ate. This tree would be dark and dreary –
no lights or fancy ornaments. All it had were apples
(portraying the forbidden fruit), 33 in number, one for
each year of Christ’s earthly life.
The tree on the right of the altar, meanwhile, was the tree
of life, or salvation. This would be beautifully lit with
candles and adorned with 33 white roses, an allusion to
Song of Songs 2:1, where Christ, the groom of the Church
is likened to “a rose of Sharon.”
Atop this tree was a five-pointed star, symbolic of the
head, arms and feet of Jesus. From this star would
extend three white strands of satin, representing the
grace of God flowing through Christ to the earth below.
Over time, the practice of having one grim and one pretty
tree was phased out in favor of having two pretty ones.
from an article by Bernard Raabe

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Sunday Nursery Attendant:
Katy Kingren
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2020
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Melissa Buys
Sue Herrmann
Katy Kingren
Jenny Ruff

Dan Docherty
Sue Herrmann
Jenny Ruff
Linda Linden
Dan Docherty
Claudia Hoffman
Wanda Sabin
Larry Schlawin
Pastor Preston C. Fields

(630-292-3124)
(815-751-6741)
(815-793-2055)
(815-508-1056)
Cindy Graves
Linda Linden
Andrew Rex
Steve Worley

Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.
All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.

Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

Wed
2

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

Thu
3

6:30 pm Confirma on
Via Zoom

6
2nd Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)

10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom
St. Olaf Christmas Concert
3:30 pm
christmas.stolaf.edu

13
3rd Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)

10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom
Avancer Homes Christmas Gifts Due
20
4th Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2

7

8

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible
Study

6:00 pm
Execu ve
Commi ee

John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

14

15 Food Pantry Open

7:00 pm NI Synod
Zoom Bible
Study

7:00 pm
Council

John Seraphine
815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm
@gmail.com

21 1st Day of Winter 22

Food Pantry
Closed

Northern Illinois Synod
Lessons & Carols Service
Posted (no Zoom)
9:30 am

16

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

28

29

Food Pantry
Closed

17

Midweek Advent Service
Holden Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Food Pantry Closed

30

Food Pantry Closed

No Confirma on

5
Food Pantry Work Day
5:00
pm
Zoom Live
Christmas at
Worship (see page 2
Luther College
7:30 pm
for link and phone‐in
Registra on
Informa on)

11

18
Christmas
with
Wartburg
7:00 pm
Wartburg.
edu/
christmas

6:30 pm Confirma on
Via Zoom

23

4

Na onal
Lutheran
Choir
Christmas
Concert
8:00 pm
NLCA.com

Midweek Advent Service
Holden Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.

Midweek Advent Service
Holden Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.

3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

10

6:30 pm Confirma on
Via Zoom

No Confirma on

10:00 am Zoom Sunday School

1st Sunday of Christmas

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

9:00‐11:45 am

for link and phone‐in
informa on)

27

9

Sat

required
Luther.edu/
Christmas
‐at‐luther

Midweek Advent Service
Holden Evening Prayer
7:00 p.m.

2020

Fri

24
Christmas Eve
Service in Back
Parking Lot
5:00 pm
Online Service
Posted at 6:00 pm
31 New Year’s Eve

25
Christmas
Day oﬃce
closed

Grandview University
Julefest 2020
7:30 pm
Registra on required at
grandview.edu/jusefest2020

12

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
Informa on)
A Carthage Christmas
7:30 pm
Registra on required at
carthage.ed

19

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
Informa on)

26

Food Pantry Work Day

Northern Illinois Synod
Lessons & Carols Service
Posted (no Zoom)
5:00 pm

