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Youth Group
January 2021
If you are interested in joining the Youth Group at
Salem Lutheran Church contact Nicole Judkins at Nicole@slcsycamore.org.

Salem‘s Angels

Dear Friends,
I write this in a spirit of gra tude! I am so thankful for the 99 of
you that showed up to our virtual congrega onal mee ng, for those
who reached out and a ended the pre‐mee ngs with ques ons
and curiosity, for those who came to the church the day of the
mee ng to tally votes and manage technology. This outpouring of
par cipa on is evidence that, despite this long period of separa on,
we are s ll one church in the Body of Christ.
You all voted overwhelmingly to move forward on some big projects.
We will begin working with our capital campaign consultant February
1st to gather the materials and set the founda on for the campaign
to be launched by early April. I know that with your energy,
op mism, and generosity, this campaign will be a success. If you
are interested in volunteering and taking a leadership posi on in
this campaign, please contact the oﬃce and let us know. This is a
great way to serve the church in a big way, but for a limited me!
This isn’t a commi ee that will last forever! The campaign will be
over by mid‐summer.
As we enter the Lenten season this next month, I can’t help but
remember that this pandemic started during Lent last year. This year
has been deeply challenging for all of us, but your faithfulness and
dedica on to the mission of Salem Lutheran has been one of the
things that has sustained me and so many others.
While it is some mes tradi onal to give some small comfort up for
Lent, I can’t help but think we’ve already given up so much this year.
Perhaps, instead, engage in some spiritual discipline that gives you
hope and reminds you that the promises of Easter and Resurrec on
are just around the corner. Remember, Lent isn’t about proving your
worthiness to God through drama c self‐denial, it’s about removing
those things in your life that distract you from the truth that God has
(con nued)

(Con nued)

already claimed you in bap sm and declares you beloved. Find a
good devo onal, engage (or re‐engage) with church services,
or simply plan to call one person a week from the church that you
haven’t seen in some me. Remember that you are loved deeply
and that we are grateful God has led you to this community of faith.
Pastor Preston

We have two ways to worship.
Everyone is invited to join us for a
live worship service on Zoom
Saturdays at 5:00 pm or Sundays at 9:30 am.
Don’t have a computer or online access? Please call in at these
mes using the informa on below. Don’t want to get dressed and
embarrassed to be seen in your pajamas?
Join us and don’t turn on your camera!
Coﬀee me following the services!
Recordings of the service for later viewing will be uploaded on
Facebook for those who cannot make it to the Live Zoom Worship.
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/216590032?
pwd=MHd4c3FyWXFVYUhXR3VTUVowbzdnUT09
or
Dial by your loca on:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Passcode: 593537

Ash
Wednesday
February 17
7:00 pm
Our live Ash Wednesday Zoom worship will be on
February 17 at 7:00 pm. Simply click our regular
worship link or watch on Facebook Live.

Sanctuary Open for Prayer . . .
Beginning Ash Wednesday,
February 17, the Salem Lutheran
Church Sanctuary will be open for
individual/family prayer and reflec on.
Everyone will be asked to sign in, sani ze their hands,
and wear a mask. We will ask you to take a post‐it note and
leave it on the back of the pew in front of where you sat so
that we might clean the area for the next person. Please be
respec ul of others while par cipa ng and maintain social
distance. The Sanctuary will be open Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday from 9:30 am ‐ 4:30 pm; Wednesday
from 9:30 am ‐ 6:15 pm; and Saturday from 8:00 am ‐ 3:00
pm. While there will be some devo onal materials provided,
you are encouraged to bring your own Bible, prayer beads,
or other devo onal aides. We hope that this chance to be
physically present at the church enriches your Lenten journey
as we prepare for Easter. We hope to be together full me in
worship soon.

First Communion
Young people at Salem who
began their classes for First
Communion in the first few
months of 2020 completed their
prepara on via Zoom during
Lent 2020. When Salem moved
to outdoor and pre‐recorded
worship, Pastor Preston extended the invita on for these
young people to receive their First Communion at the
pre‐recorded service on Saturdays, at outdoor worship in
the summer/fall, or at home with their families. A few
young people took advantage of this op on, while some
preferred to wait un l the congrega on is gathered again.
We congratulate those who have received their First
Communion in 2020 and look forward to welcoming
more young people to the Lord’s Table in 2021!

Lent begins
February 17 on
Ash Wednesday.
What is the color
of lent?
The liturgical color
of Lent is Purple.

Pick up Ashes for Ash Wednesday
The Altar Guild will be providing materials
for the Ash Wednesday service for each
household to pick up in the ves bule
star ng February 7th. Each provided
envelope contains a small zip lock bag
of ashes, an Alleluia card for families to
bury together, and a prayer guide.
You may use the ashes provided for a
private family devo on Ash Wednesday
or you may use them during our live
Ash Wednesday Zoom worship at 7:00 pm, February 17th.
Simply click our regular worship link or watch on Facebook Live.

If you are in need of Pastoral Care
there are two op ons: (1) Call
Sue during business hours at the
Salem Oﬃce. (2) Call or Text
Salem's new Pastoral Care Line at:
815‐797‐2441
Non‐emergency prayer requests may also be emailed to
Pastor or the salem@slcsycamore.org address.

We need a volunteer or
two to deliver Salem’s
150th Anniversary books
to several nearby loca ons
and to former Pastors.
Please call Sue in the oﬃce
if you would be interested
in helping.

Salem Snowmen . . .

After the first substantial snowfall (2 inches
or more) in February, come out and build a
snowman at Salem! Snowmen can be made
anywhere on the property.
First Come - First Built! Decorations are
encouraged. Decorations must be retrieved
as your snowman melts. Label your snowman so we know who built it. Don't want
to build — take a drive around the property
and look at the snowmen others built.

To Council members comple ng their terms this year,
thank you to Cindy Graves, Claudia Hoﬀman,
Wanda Sabin, and Steve Worley
for their dedica on and work on Salem’s behalf.

2021 Annual Mee ng Elec on Results
January 24, 2021
Council Members — 3‐Year Terms (expiring January 31, 2024)
Brandon Graves
Linda Linden
Erin Rowland
Connie Seraphine
Council Member — 1‐Year Term (expiring January 31, 2022)
Robert Warfield
Trust Fund — 5‐Year Term
Diane Lundbeck
Trust Fund — 3‐Year Term
MaryKate Iaccino
Synod Assembly Representa ves —
Jen Docherty
Brandon Graves
Andrew Rex
Bev Riebe
Lily Baker (Youth/Young Adult)
Nomina ng Commi ee — 1‐Year Term
Pa Beamsley
Kathy Cain
Be y Hampa
Ken Reinhardt
2021 Budget Approved
Building Renova on Approved

February
is Salem’s
Meals on
Wheels
Month
for the Voluntary Action Center. Salem furnishes volunteers
for 3 Sycamore routes (West, Central and East) each weekday
in February. It doesn’t take long to complete a route (usually
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.) and your help is appreciated.
They now have contactless pick-up and delivery. 
Call Sue in Salem’s office to volunteer (815/895-9171)!

January
Council Highlights
Two items were added to the Trust Fund Wish List:
Flooring for Chapel Lounge and Hand Sani zer Sta ons.
A donor has already commi ed to the purchase of the
Hand Sani zer Sta ons.
The Coordinator of Music Ministry/Organist posi on was
discussed. The Taskforce Commi ee is s ll searching to fill
this posi on.
Discussed the Associate Pastor posi on.

Happy
Groundhog
Day!
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Legalism focuses on how little to give;
love focuses on how much I can give.

Parish Records
Birth . . . Eliot James Warfield was born at Kishwaukee
Northwestern Hospital on January 25, 2021. His parents are
Robert & Chris ne Warfield. Congratula ons!

Prayers . . .
for the family of Donald Johnson and Marilyn Ingram, at the death
of former Salem member, Delbert Johnson, who died on December
22, 2020.
for the family of Don Paulsen at the death of his father,
former Salem member John M. Paulsen, who died on December
31, 2020.
for the family of James E. Bell, Sr., former Salem member,
who died on January 2, 2021.
for the family of Grant Hupy, who died on January 18, 2021.
for the family of Ma hew Paulsen, at the death of his wife,
Alexis, who died on January 18, 2021.

Join Salem’s email Prayer Chain
If you would like to be part of a group of
Salem members who respond with prayer
to requests for prayer support, we would
love to have you! Prayer informa on is of
course confiden al. If you are interested,
send your e‐mail address to:
salem@slcsycamore.org
and request to be added to the Prayer Chain Ministry list.

Food Pantry Notes . . .
Numbers for January 2021
Family Visits 173
People Fed
595
100 Families visited the pantry for the first me!

Consider
Online Bible Study
You are welcome any me to join in on our Monday
evening Zoom Bible study.
The Northern Illinois Online Bible Study is a fellowship of
people from the area who use the Yale Divinity School free
online resources, and then discuss them for about an hour
each Monday at 7:00 p.m.
We will be studying the Gospel of Mark, the focus Gospel
for this church year, un l the first Monday in February.
Then our group will decide which biblical book or group of
books to learn from next.
If you would like an invita on and link to the Zoom
discussion, just contact John Seraphine at:
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
or phone him at:
815‐895‐9736.

You Are Invited to
Lunch & Learn Thursdays
Lunch & Learn Studies Orthodoxy
and Lutheran Catechism
Tired of your own voice? Join our
group of lifelong learners for study and for good old
fellowship in our weekly Zoom sessions. We meet for
about an hour each Thursday at 11:30 a.m.
For the Thursdays to February 11 we will be studying
Orthodox Christianity, aided in our discussion by a
wonderful video documentary from BBC Television.
Then, on February 18, we will start a Lenten study of
Luther's catechisms — both the Small and the Large.
Try us out by contacting John Seraphine at:
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
or by phoning 815-895-9736
and he will share the Zoom link.

Call the
office and
We will
bring them
out to you.

offering envelopes
Are Ready to be
picked up
from the Church.

u

Celebrating 65 or More
Years of Life in February
03
03
05
07
08
10
11
11
13
13

George Holland
Marlene Murphy
Chris ne Jakobsen
Chris Pedersen
Ken Mueller
Marilyn Ingram
Mick Ingram
Steve Woodrick
Elizabeth Mueller
Douglas Anderson

14
14
15
16
17
22
23
26
27
28

Sonja Haeﬀner
Joan Graves
Karen Foley
Jim Peterson
Sylvia Higgins
Maryann Bross
James Modglin
Jean Smith
Barbara Makela
Tom Fewell

Dear Lord, in my quest for success and
accomplishment, help me to remember that
to truly be successful, I need to develop
the ability to learn from my mistakes,
be a servant to others, and put my best
efforts into whatever I do.

- Jenna Miller -

Salem Couples
Celebrating
February
Wedding
Anniversaries
of 25 Years
or More!
03

Eldon & Janet Cullison

59 yrs.

Presenters Needed!
The High School Youth Group is looking
for Salem members to share a faith story,
Bible study, or anything interes ng with
our group! We will be mee ng on
Sundays at 3:00 pm via Zoom throughout
the winter.
If you'd like to share, simply pick a Sunday and email Nicole
at: nicole@slcsycamore.org. Presenta ons can be as short
or long and as formal or informal as the presenters want.
We simply want to hear what you have to share!

Thank You
Dear Salem Family Members,
From the bottom of my heart,
thank you for your many prayers
on my behalf. God heard
every one of them and spared my
life. A day surgery turned into a
nine day hospital stay followed
by twenty days at a rehab/
nursing home. I am presently at
home receiving home health
care.
I am extremely grateful for your
prayers and also the cards, notes,
phone calls, and visits from you.
May God bless all of you this
year. May we soon be able to
safely worship together at Salem.
Peace and joy,
Ellie Larson

March
February 15

Dear Salem Members,
I want to send my thanks for all
the prayers offered for my son
and his family. What a struggle
this has been, but Diana is finally
home and healing very slowly,
but moving forward each day.
I appreciate all of the prayers
and kind words offered.
Lois Christensen
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Tackle a Tab Is Back!
Some people have expressed
interest in par cipa ng in
Tackle‐A‐Tab virtually.
Thank you for your generous
oﬀer! Each weekend on the SLC
Community Page and on our app
we will post the cost of a few of
our upcoming bills. If you'd like to
par cipate follow these steps:
(1) Choose a bill to sponsor.
(2) Call Salem’s oﬃce and tell us your choice (815/895‐9171).
(3) Write a check to Salem Lutheran, put the vendor name in
the Memo Line and mail it to the church:
1145 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
As before, the gi will be added to your giving statement.

We are looking for a volunteer to take
over the care of and decorating for
the changing seasons of the two
planters in front of the church. We do
have some decorations available.
If you are interested in volunteering,
please contact Sue in the office.
Assisting Ministers Invited . . . Do you have
a desire to become more active in worship? Salem is
looking for Assisting Ministers to help lead Salem’s
worship services from their homes on Zoom. If you
would like to help, please contact Pastor:
815/895-9171 or pastorpreston@slcsycamore.org

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Sunday Nursery Attendant:
Katy Kingren
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2021
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Melissa Buys
Sue Herrmann
Andrew Rex
Larry Schlawin

Dan Docherty
(630-292-3124)
Sue Herrmann
(815-751-6741)
Jenny Ruff
(815-793-2055)
Linda Linden
(815-508-1056)
Dan Docherty
Brandon Graves
Katy Kingren
Linda Linden
Erin Rowland
Jenny Ruff
Connie Seraphine
Robert Warfield
Pastor Preston C. Fields
If you would likes the email or phone number of any Council Member,
please contact the office.
Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.

All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.

Sun

Mon
1

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

7 5th Sunday After Epiphany

8

9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

14 Transfiguration of Our Lord

15

2
Groundhog Day

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Tue
Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

9

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

21 1st Sunday in Lent

22

9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

28

2nd Sunday in Lent

9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

16

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

6:30 pm Confirma on ‐
Wisdom
Via Zoom
10

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

17

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

6:30 pm Confirma on
7:00 pm
Zoom

Thu
4
11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study

Fri
5

23 Food Pantry Open

Sat
6 Food Pantry Work Day
5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

11

page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

12

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

18

13

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see
page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

19

20

Food Pantry Work Day

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see

7:00 pm
COUNCIL

9:00‐11:45 am

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

6:30 pm Confirma on ‐
Job Via Zoom

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

3

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

Wed

page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

24

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

25
11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
Posted 7:00 pm

26

27

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see
page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH
Financial Summary
Twelve months ended 12/31/20

2019
ACTUAL
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE

1-Jan-20

2020
BUDGET

($4,561)

2020
ACTUAL
$9,673

RECEIPTS
Envelope Offerings
Loose Offerings
Festival Offerings
Christian Education
General Income
Non-budget Benevolence
Non-budget Income
SUBTOTAL RECEIPTS
EXPENSES
FOR ELCA MISSION & MINISTRIES
Northern Illinois Synod Mission Support
Add'tl. NI Synod Mission Support-Members
Other Mission Support
Assistance
PARISH LEADERSHIP
Salaries for Pastor and Staff
Benefits and Allowances
PROGRAM COSTS
Worship and Music
Christian Education
Service
Witness
Stewardship
Global Missions
Call Committee
FACILITY COSTS
Insurance
Utilities
Maintenance
ADMINISTRATION
Office Supplies and Postage
Background Checks
Miscellaneous
Technology Expense
Non-budget Expenses
SUBTOTAL EXPENSES

$400,000
$15,000
$11,033
$1,150
$16,100
$0
$0
$443,283

$351,650
$9,062
$7,439
$119
$55,258
$2,905
$0
$426,433

$9,374
$694
$2,637
$37

$25,571
$0
$0
$400

$22,096
$748
$2,157
$101

$156,963
$96,640

$150,937
$123,643

$140,629
$86,972

$8,165
$7,708
$0
$1,886
$487
$0
$0

$6,520
$10,075
$0
$1,700
$500
$0
$2,000

$10,328
$2,183
$0
$450
$574
$0
$200

$6,145
$25,627
$41,771

$6,720
$25,500
$40,410

$7,781
$23,433
$34,172

$6,407
$944
$7,463
$9,866
$0
$382,813

$7,150
$1,200
$24,000
$17,250
$0
$443,576

$5,792
$817
$22,839
$15,942
$0
$377,212

$18,027

OPERATING CASH FLOW
BORROW FROM/(ADD) TO RESERVES
OTHER SOURCES/(USES)
ENDING CASH BALANCE

$351,945
$13,209
$10,732
$1,033
$20,422
$3,499
$0
$400,840

31-Dec-20

$0
($3,793)
$9,673

$49,221
$0
$0
$58,894

Linda Linden, Treasurer
Connie C. Brown, Financial Secretary

