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Worship Services on Zoom
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Posted on Salem’s
Facebook Page or later viewing
Please find Zoom link inside newsleƩer.

JANUARY 2021

This picture was taken by Pastor with the large screen set up in prep for Christmas Eve Service. The large
screen framed the chancel nicely. It was later decided not to use the large screen due to the weather.

Christmas Eve
Drive-in Service
Pow Wow helped Salem Food Pantry
volunteers distribute 120 Christmas dinners
on Monday, December 21.

New Years blessings dear friends, I hope this newsle er finds you
safe and well. 2020 certainly isn’t a year we will soon forget, but I
have faith that our community, both at church and broadly,
are moving toward be er days.
I don’t want to dwell on all the hard things of this past year, there is
plenty of that going around already. I’m more interested these days
in what’s next. If you haven’t already, you will soon receive a brief
summary of the feasibility study that we took part in in the fall of
2020. Beyond simply the hard numbers, I am happy to report that
the survey revealed much more. It revealed that people are excited
about this church and its direc on, it revealed that despite hardships
this church is willing to look toward the future, not only with the
physical aspects of the property but more broadly into the mission
of our congrega on. I’m excited that people are ready to ask the big
ques ons about how we might serve the people of our community,
how we can take the lessons of these last nine months and apply
them eﬀec vely and meaningfully to proclaim the Gospel more
eﬀec vely. In the survey and interview process, people have
wondered about new programs to bring together our older
members, be er outreach to young adults and families, new staﬀ
to be er serve our growing community, and be er ways to use
our talents and me in service to God. I am excited about these
conversa ons and think, along with our hopes of making our building
more welcoming, we should also build on the momentum of these
conversa ons and make things happen in 2021. I was pleased to
hear our Feasibility Study consultant conclude that Salem has great
poten al for growth and service to this community if we only choose
to act on it and take advantage of the energy and commitment
present now. I couldn’t agree more.
(con nued)

Keeping in Touch ‐ con nued

Salem has been blessed with the poten al to grow in an
environment when many churches are struggling to keep the
doors open. We have a responsibility to God and to our Lutheran‐
Chris an movement to be bold in our ac ons and witness in the
next few years. We have been handed a wonderful legacy of faith
from the saints before us. I’m excited to partner with you in the
ministry of this church now and in the future.
Happy 2021, beloved. Here is to a bright future.
Pastor Preston

We have two ways to worship.
Everyone is invited to join us for a
live worship service on Zoom
Saturdays at 5:00 pm or Sundays at 9:30 am.
Don’t have a computer or online access? Please call in at these
mes using the informa on below. Don’t want to get dressed and
embarrassed to be seen in your pajamas?
Join us and don’t turn on your camera!
Coﬀee me following the services!
Recordings of the service for later viewing will be uploaded on
Facebook for those who cannot make it to the Live Zoom Worship.
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/216590032?
pwd=MHd4c3FyWXFVYUhXR3VTUVowbzdnUT09
or
Dial by your loca on:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Passcode: 593537

The Annual Mee ng will be
held virtually this year via
Zoom on Sunday, January
24 at 11:15 am.
Congrega on members are
encouraged to log‐in or call
‐in a li le early so that we
can start the process of
recording a endance. All members will receive a special mailing
with the proposed budget, a summary of the building feasibility
study, proposed building plans, and a ballot.
There are several challenges to both vote safely and follow the
Cons tu on of the church, specifically the fact that our cons tu on
mandates paper ballots and disallows absentee vo ng. Therefore,
electronic and mail‐in ballots cannot be cast. As you can imagine
this has been quite the headache to figure out! The following
process is the best way we can figure to proceed.
 A paper ballot will be distributed widely in the newsle er
and in a special mailing at the beginning of January.
 Because there can be no absentee ballots cast, a list of who is
present on the zoom mee ng will be recorded. Ballots must
be physically turned in at the church by the voters.


Because ballots must be anonymous, we will ask each voter
to put their ballot in an envelope and then write the name
of each voter whose ballots are contained on the front.
The names will be crossed checked with those who were
present at the mee ng. You can even use the envelope in
which the ballot was sent to you, or an envelope of your
choice.
Once it is determined from the names on the envelope that
the ballots within were cast by someone a ending the
mee ng, the tellers will dump the paper ballots in a basket
before coun ng them to protect their anonymity.
Members will have an hour to return their ballots to the
church.
(con nued)

(con nued)

I realize this all sounds a li le confusing and a li le ridiculous. I wish
we could just vote electronically or by mail, but we can’t. Look at it
this way, if we were mee ng normally, you’d have to drive here
anyway. This way you get to sit on your couch at home instead of
hard chairs in the Fellowship Hall. Again, without all the above
explana on, this is how you vote:
1) A end the mee ng by calling in or video chat via zoom.
2) Use the ballot sent to you in the mail and/or newsle er to
vote (addi onal ballots may be downloaded online).
3) Put all ballots from your household in an envelope with your
names wri en on it.
4) All voters from your household get in the car and drive to the
church within an hour a er the vote is called.
If you are nervous about knowing how to log‐in or call‐in we will
have a pre‐mee ng gathering Sunday, January 17th at 11:15 am.
Pastor Preston and members of the Execu ve Team will be happy to
answer any ques ons about the materials you received in the mail,
the budget, or how to vote.
Please use the following link or call‐in number for the Prac ce
Mee ng and Annual Mee ng:
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/216590032?
pwd=MHd4c3FyWXFVYUhXR3VTUVowbzdnUT09
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Passcode: 593537
Dial by your loca on:
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Offering Envelopes for 2021 are ready for pickup.
Please stop by, call the office, and we will bring
your envelopes out to you.

Fundraising Planning Study Report
In November 2020, a fundraising feasibility study was conducted
by Walsh and Associates (Church Capital Campaign Specialist).
On December 7, 2020, the results of the study were presented to
Salem’s Fundraising commi ee representa ves.
Salem leaders wish to express our hear elt gra tude to congrega‐
on members for their ac ve par cipa on and for embracing the
mission at Salem. We had over 100 members par cipate in the
Town Hall mee ng, the feasibility mee ngs and/or survey.
This shows strong representa on from the congrega on and
engagement in the future planning of the church.
It is with great joy that we share that the study indicates Salem
should an cipate a successful campaign to raise between 1.2‐1.6
million dollars to fund much needed repairs and other enhance‐
ments to Salem’s building.
The study’s primary purposes were to determine the climate for
fundraising, assess overall sa sfac on with the church, determine
awareness of and acceptance of the planned project and campaign
and philanthropic funds that may be available within our environ‐
ment and community. Addi onally, the study looked to iden fy
volunteer leadership poten al for a campaign and iden fy op mal
success of such campaign for Salem’s future.
The following will provide the study process, findings, and next
steps:
Process of Study:
Prepara on began with engaging the Walsh & Associates,
prepara on of survey ques onnaires and iden fying candidates for
confiden al interviews. Individual interviews were conducted with
up to 30 ac ve members/couples of Salem. An on‐line survey was
also available to par cipa on with an addi onal 51 responses
received. Data was compiled, analysis completed and Walsh &
Associates then presented the report sharing conclusions and
recommenda ons.
(con nued)

(con nued)

Summary of Responses:
 92% of par cipants shared they are very sa sfied/sa sfied
with Salem and the programs and services the church
provides.
 98% of par cipants shared they were well informed/had
general knowledge of the needed building maintenance and
poten al plans for some renova ons to address current and
future ministry needs.
 89% of respondents agreed it was very important/important
to address the building needs; 10% felt renova ons would be
nice to do.
 95% were aware the church was considering a major fund‐
raising campaign to address needs.
Conclusions of Study:
The level of sa sfac on with Salem is very high. Respondents were
especially apprecia ve of Pastor Preston Fields and the consistent
leadership he brings to the church. Discontent, which was very
minimal centered around the need for be er outreach to members
during the pandemic and the need to fill key staﬀ posi ons.
We can confidently share that the building improvements of tuck
poin ng, HVAC system updates and window repairs were at the top
of the list. New bathrooms in the west wing, an emergency door in
the east wing, and poten al expansions of the food pantry were also
iden fied by many as a higher priority.
Many comments were provided and it is important to know that we
are listening to what is important to Salem’s members and what
needs are perhaps not answered in the current proposal. We are
overjoyed with the enthusiasm and ideas that were men oned in
the survey.
There was varia on in ideas and priori za on of poten al renova‐
ons in the proposed schema c plans presented over the last
months. This iden fies the need to have further conversa ons and
explore ideas such as the expansion of the narthex, a check in area
(con nued)

(con nued)

for Sunday School and the sanctuary space. While many respond‐
ents like the idea of a be er system for checking in Sunday School
students, many felt that the current plans are s ll problema c and
the right solu on has not yet been iden fied. Many like the idea of
expanding the Narthex, but would like more space than our budget
will allow. While some are eager to change and enhance the build‐
ing footprint, others express keeping the current footprint of the
building.
Next Steps:
The study showed posi ve enthusiasm and support of moving
forward with needed building repairs. Salem is in a unique and
posi ve posi on financially as we don’t have a mortgage and we
have the commitment for a successful building campaign.
Some members expressed concern of ming of a capital campaign.
As we look to Salem’s history, the church was built in turbulent mes
in the U.S. yet successful building, growth and expansion of Salem
has occurred over the years.
It is important to note that the building repairs of tuck poin ng,
windows and HVAC system are essen al to the func onality of the
building; but equally important is that we con nue to vision for the
future of the church. Some renova ons to enhance the ability for
community outreach, hospitality, welcoming new members,
diversity, developing programs and expansion of space, staﬀ and
ministry will need to be considered.
It will be essen al to have ample, able and willing volunteer leader‐
ship for the campaign to be successful. The commitment from
members to contribute to the campaign was favorable. Salem is
blessed. Our giving has remained strong during the pandemic and
the people of Salem have persevered. Some hesitancy was noted in
respondents of the study to be willing to take on volunteer leader‐
ship roles; we know we have many who can assist and lead.
Salem has great momentum and enthusiasm around the building
campaign. Our call to ac on at this point is specific. We need
(con nued)

(con nued)

volunteers to come forward to be part of leading this endeavor.
Please discern, pray and consider your involvement for a successful
campaign. These volunteer posi ons will be short term – a 6‐month
commitment. This is a great opportunity as Walsh & Associates will
provide training and assist in guiding the campaign; leading change
for Salem’s future is fulfilling!
In the next month, the commi ee will con nue to review comments
from the study and review the schema c plans. New proposals
based on the feedback will be presented at the annual mee ng for
proceeding with repairs and renova ons based on the capacity of
the feasibility study for the building campaign.
The proposal will look at the items from the survey that had 50%
or greater response of importance to consider renova ons.
A pared‐down version of the schema cs reflec ng these
renova ons that have a posi ve consensus is a ached.
It was clear from the comments that further discussion is needed in
the areas of improving our narthex space and our Sunday School
classrooms. We are commi ed to further discussion of these areas
in the near future.
This is an exci ng me for Salem. The study shows Salem’s members
have compassion and are worried about our neighbors/members
during the pandemic and wondering if now is the me for a capital
campaign. The report is very promising that our members’ finances
will support our campaign and we are vested in the future of Salem.
Let us con nue to be faithful stewards of our mission.
In Christ,
Capital Campaign Planning Commi ee members:
Pastor Preston Fields
Cindy Graves
Linda Linden
Adam Swedberg

Dan Docherty
Sue Herrmann
Roger Primm

Liz Ezell
Phil Klein
Jenny Ruﬀ

Parish Records
Prayers . . .
for the family of Cathryn Sawallisch whose mother, Carma Tucker,
died on December 8.
for the family of Beverly Johnson at the death of her husband,
Billy Johnson, who died on December 13.
for the family of Joe & Laura Lind at the death of Joe’s mother,
Mardell Bush, who died on December 13.
for the family of Lois Christensen at the death of her grandson,
Daniel Christensen.

December
Council Highlights
The Council discussed ideas for the format of our Annual
Mee ng. More informa on will be sent out soon.
The Council also approved the 2021 Proposed Budget
to be presented at the Annual Mee ng.
The Council discussed the results of the feasibility study.
Informa on will be shared with the congrega on in Salem’s
newsle er. 
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Stewardship is how we live in the
relationship between God and us.

Food Pantry Notes . . .
Numbers for 2020
3,040 family visits feeding 10,185 people
A huge thank you to Salem. Your support of this
ministry has never been stronger and more meaningful.
Your support means we can meet the needs of families who come to
our doors. As volunteers, all of us are privileged to spread the love
of Christ to our neighbors — we could not do it without all of you.

Online Bible Study of
Mark's Gospel
The Northern Illinois Online
Bible Study is currently diving deep into the Gospel of
Mark, which is the Gospel focus for this current Church
Year.
We will be mee ng Mondays at 7:00 p.m. beginning
January 4, 2021. The mee ngs are for about an hour.
Par cipants u lize the excellent, free online materials of
the Yale Bible Study, and then gather for a Zoom session on
Monday evenings.
Interested? Be sure to contact John Seraphine at
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
for your invita on and link to the sessions.

Tackle a Tab Is Back!
Some people have expressed
interest in par cipa ng in
Tackle‐A‐Tab virtually.
Thank you for your generous
oﬀer! Each weekend on the SLC
Community Page, in the church
newsle er, and on our app we
will post the cost of a few of our
upcoming bills. If you'd like to par cipate follow these steps:
(1) Choose a bill to sponsor
(2) Call Salem’s oﬃce and tell us your choice (815/895‐9171)
(3) Write a check to Salem Lutheran, put the vendor name in
the Memo Line, and mail it to the church:
1145 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
As before, the gi will be added to your giving statement.

You Are Invited to
Lunch & Learn Thursdays
Join the happy group of life‐long
learners who gather each Thursday,
from 11:30 a.m. for an hour‐long Zoom
session.
Join our discussions for one session, or for many. Just contact
John Seraphine at heatherhopefarm@gmail.com, or by phone
at 815‐895‐9736, and he will answer any ques ons you might
have, and send you an invita on and link to the weekly Zoom
sessions. Lunch & Learn will resume on January 7 to conclude
our study of Islam and decide what topic to pick up next.

Salem Couples
Celebrating
January
Wedding
Anniversaries
of 25 Years or
More!
06
08
09
19
24
27
27
29
29
31
31

Kuang Shanlong & Xi Ping Liu
Dan & Jan Davis
Phil & Jenny Ruﬀ
Gerry & Debbie Benson
Richard & Karen Hagen
Bill & Kathy Vickers
John & Jodi Diehl
Reidar & Chris ne Jakobsen
Timothy & Chris ne Johnson
Wendell & Mary Dienst
Jeﬀ & Lauri Paulsen

34 yrs.
49 yrs.
33 yrs.
47 yrs.
51 yrs.
38 yrs.
25 yrs.
50 yrs.
32 yrs.
62 yrs.
34 yrs.

But God has promised strength for the day,
rest for the labor, light for the way,
grace for the trials, help from above,
unfailing sympathy, undying love.
- Annie Johnson Flint -

Celebrating
65 or More
Years of Life
in January

01
05
05
14

Jacki Minnihan
Alice Hall
Jan Kuntz
Janet Walker

14
17
20
22
26
28
30
30

Grant Hupy
Debbie Benson
John Pfund
Beverly Baker
Delight Carlson
Sally Peterson
Gloria Pearson
Be y Tull

Presenters Needed!
The high school youth group is looking for
Salem members to share a faith story,
Bible study, or anything interes ng with
our group! We will be mee ng on
Sundays at 3:00 pm via zoom throughout
the winter.
If you'd like to share, simply pick a Sunday and email Nicole
at: nicole@slcsycamore.org. Presenta ons can be as short
or long and as formal or informal as the presenters want.
We simply want to hear what you have to share!

Thank You
Salem Food Pantry,
May God’s peace that passes
understanding fill your hearts
and home this Christmas and in
the coming new year.
Thank you for all the food
you’ve provided this past year.
It’s truly been a blessing.
E.G.

Pastor Preston, Staff and
Worship Team involved in
Christmas Eve service,
Thank you for the wonderful
Christmas eve service and for
posting on You Tube! It was
special to view and it was so
well put together.
Eric and I were out of town with
family and it was nice to be able
to come home and have the

opportunity to watch. I was
bummed we couldn't go to
parking lot church and so this
A big thank you to Upstaging of was the next best thing.
Sycamore for their donation of Now, more people beyond
20 face shields for Salem’s
Salem have the opportunity to
Food Pantry volunteers! It was connect too!
wonderful of them to think of us.
Thank you for all you do.
Merry Christmas and Happy

New Year!
Joan and Eric Clark
Dear Friends,
Thank you to everyone for your
generous support of everyone
February
at Avancer Homes during this
holiday season. Thanks to you,
their holiday was a little
brighter!
Merry Christmas!
January 15
Your Friends
at Avancer House

Thank You
Dear Salem Family,
MaryKate, Rob, and I want to
thank you for all the support
we received from you at the
death of Bob, my husband.
Your cards, notes, gifts,
and prayers were very much
appreciated. Even with the
congregation not meeting in
person, we felt the closeness
and concern you gave to us.
During times of loss, `it is just
so comforting to have such
support.
Sue McMillan, Rob McMillan,
MaryKate Iaccino

A Cold Winter’s Day

Live in the Light . . .
O en we want to be able to see into
the future. We say, “How will next
year be for me? Where will I be five
or 10 years from now?” There are
no answers to these ques ons.
Mostly we have just enough light to see the next step — what we
have to do in the coming hour or the following day. The art of living
is to enjoy what we can see and not complain about what remains in
the dark. When we are able to take the next step with the trust that
we will have enough light for the step that follows, we can walk
through life with joy and be surprised at how far we go. Let's rejoice
in the li le light we carry and not ask for the great beam that would
take all our shadows away.
‐ Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey ‐

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Sunday Nursery Attendant:
Katy Kingren
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2020
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Melissa Buys
Sue Herrmann
Katy Kingren
Jenny Ruff

Dan Docherty
Sue Herrmann
Jenny Ruff
Linda Linden
Dan Docherty
Claudia Hoffman
Wanda Sabin
Larry Schlawin

(630-292-3124)
(815-751-6741)
(815-793-2055)
(815-508-1056)
Cindy Graves
Linda Linden
Andrew Rex
Steve Worley

Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.
All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.

Nominees 2021
NominaƟons will also be taken from the floor.
Council Nominees — Four 3‐Year Terms (expiring January 31, 2024)
□ Brandon Graves
□ Linda Linden
□ Erin Rowland
□ Wanda Sabin
______________________
□ Connie Seraphine
Council Nominees — One 1‐Year Term (expiring January 31, 2022)
□ Robert Warfield
______________________
Trust Fund Nominees — One 5‐Year Term

□

Diane Lundbeck

______________________

Trust Fund Nominees — One 3‐Year Term
□ Grant Hupy

□

MaryKate Iaccino

______________________

Synod Assembly — Four (and 1 Youth/Young Adult) for June 2021

□
□
□

□
□

Jen Docherty
Andrew Rex

Brandon Graves
Bev Riebe

Lily Baker (Youth/ Young Adult) ______________________

Nomina ng Commi ee Nominees — Six 1‐Year Terms

□
□
□

Be y Hampa

□
□

Ken Reinhardt

______________________

Pa

Beamsley

Budget Approval 2021

Building Renova on Approval

Kathy Cain
Jenna Hoﬀman

□
□

Yes, I approve.

□
□

Yes, I approve.

No, I do not approve.

No, I do not approve.

You must be present for the mee ng via computer or phone in order to
vote. Drop oﬀ your ballot in the ves bule of the church
within an hour of the mee ng.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2 Food Pantry Work Day
5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see
page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

3

Epiphany

9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

10

Baptism of Our Lord

9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

17 2nd Sunday After Epiphany
9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2 for link and
phone‐in informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
11:15 am Annual Mee ng Prac ce
Vote (see informa on page 3)
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

24 3rd Sunday After Epiphany
9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2 for link and
phone‐in informa on)
11:15 am Annual Mee ng ‐ Zoom
(see informaƟon on page 3)
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

31 4th Sunday After Epiphany
9:30 am Zoom Live Worship
Service (see page 2
for link and phone‐in
informa on)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

4

5

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

11
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

18

12

19

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng
7:00 pm
Council

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng
6:00 pm
Exec. Commi ee

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

25
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

26

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

6

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

7

8

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

14

page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

15

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

6:30 pm Confirma on ‐
Psalms
Via Zoom

27

Food Pantry Open
3:30 –6:00 pm

6:30 pm Confirma on ‐
How to Pray
Out Loud
Via Zoom

21

22

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

23

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Work Day

page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study

28

16

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
6:30 pm Confirma on ‐
On Line Bible Study
Prophets
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
Via Zoom
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
20

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
6:30 pm Confirma on ‐
On Line Bible Study
Babylonian Cap vity John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
Via Zoom
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
13

9

page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

29

30 Food Pantry Work Day
5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see
page 2 for link
and phone‐in
Informa on)

