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Worship Services on Zoom
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Posted on Salem’s
Facebook Page or later viewing
Please find Zoom link inside newsle er.

APRIL 2021

Our
New
Sign

Outdoor Worship starƟng
Palm Sunday
Outdoor Worship star ng Palm Sunday, weather
permi ng in the back parking lot 9:30 a.m.
Pile the family in the car, drive to the church,
and tune the radio to 101.3 FM where we will
be broadcas ng live with pre‐recorded hymns.
The FM transmi er only has a limited mile radius,
so you’ll have to be gathered at the church to
hear.
If anyone would like to volunteer to set‐up and
break‐down for this service or help people park,
please contact Sue in the oﬃce. This service will
take a village to pull oﬀ!

Easter Isn't Over Yet!
Easter Egg Hunt
Did you know that the Easter Celebra on is
50 days long!? That's why on Sunday,
May 2 (the fi h Sunday in Easter), a er the
9:30 am drive‐in service we will have an
Easter Isn't Over Yet! Easter Egg Hunt.
We will s ll follow health guidelines,
so don't forget your masks because it might
be hard to stay far enough away from your
neighbors during the hunt. For now,
let’s keep this just for Salem Families.
Families are welcome to bring blankets or
lawn chairs to spread out and enjoy some
outdoor locally distanced fellowship.

The state of the
church one year
into this pandemic:
There are signs of new life all around us. As Luther said, “Our Lord
has wri en the promise of resurrec on, not in books alone, but in
every leaf in spring me.”
And to that I would add, the promise of the resurrec on is also in
every COVID vaccine and small sign that our world might be moving
out of this period of death and illness.
But dear friends, the promise of Easter is that, a er death there is
also new life. A er Good Friday, there is always Easter.
In certain pessimis c moments there are some who have wondered
aloud to me if the harm of the last year will ul mately lead to the
church’s death. While that sen ment s ngs a li le, I forgive them
for their ques ons; this separa on has been hard on all of us.
When we can’t gather physically, some mes it is hard to see the big
picture. But, as one who stands at the crossroads of our church
ac vity let me assure you that our church is surviving, and even in
some respects thriving.
This April marks 3 years since I was called to be the Pastor of this
congrega on. S ll finishing up seminary, I started in June. One of
the first conversa ons I ever had with the leadership of this church
during my call process was that there were certain trends in our
society that would necessitate a change in our tradi onal ministry
models. The churches that will be successful are those who love
their mission more than their models of doing things. Everyday I
give thanks to the forethought of this church’s leadership and the
whole congrega on for thinking ahead on things like improved
communica ons, electronic giving op ons, and our technical
infrastructure. Because of your openness and adaptability,
we were able to enter this pandemic be er equipped than many
other churches to con nue our ministry.
(conƟnued)

(conƟnued)

Furthermore, because of your con nued foresight, we are
s ll working toward the future, building the infrastructure,
both spiritually and physically, for what comes next.
Have there been hardships? Undeniably. Have I made mistakes as
the pastor during this pandemic? No doubt, and for that I ask
forgiveness. But I can also say without hesita on that at 151 years
old, the mission of this Salem Lutheran endures. Yes, our ways of
doing things are diﬀerent. And yes, when we return to physical
gathering, we will likely con nue to evolve with the needs of our
community. But I know that we are a community dedicated to
“living Christ’s love, together” and that we love our mission above
all else.
With every crisis comes an opportunity for growth, with every
challenge an opportunity for self‐reflec on and improvement.
With every spring me comes a promise of new life. May the Christ
of the Resurrec on renew us and lead us to everlas ng life.
Pastor Preston

Maundy Thursday
Live Zoom Service at 7:00 pm.

Good Friday

Drive‐in Good Friday Service via FM Transmi er at 7:30 pm (Sunset).

Easter Vigil

Easter Vigil Service led by Salem Youth pre‐recorded and
posted live on Facebook and Youtube by 5:00 pm.

Easter Sunday
Outdoor Drive‐In Service in Salem Parking Lot via
FM Transmi er at 9:30 am.

Salem Lutheran Community,
Things seem to be improving
rapidly in our efforts to combat
the covid-19 virus and move
out of this pandemic,
thanks be to God!
After further conversation
and monitoring local trends,
the Council has decided to
set a goal to open for in-person worship in the sanctuary by
the first weekend in May. Furthermore, we will start outdoor
worship again in the back parking lot via FM transmitter (101.3
FM) Sundays at 9:30 am starting Palm Sunday.
We realize the decision to meet in person is an emotional one
for many of our members. For some, they would rather us all
wait. For others, this is past due. I hope the whole community
understands the care and thought that has gone into these
decisions and can respect the good intentions, even when one
might disagree with some of the conclusions.
You might ask, why May? Firstly, this will give us another
month of vaccine distribution and more opportunity for our most
vulnerable members to get their shots. Secondly, there are
often spikes in infection following holiday weekends so, if that is
the case for this Easter, this will allow some time for infections
to subside again. Finally, the warmer weather will allow for
opening windows and more air circulation in the sanctuary,
which was a concern when our space was audited for COVID
safety.
In-person worship will be limited in capacity following COVID
guidelines with reservations required via SignUpGenius® or by
calling Sue at the office. The number of members allowed at
each service will hopefully increase as time passes. Masks will
be required. If the response is overwhelming, we will look at
providing other opportunities for indoor worship to accommodate
more people.
We will continue to provide opportunities for worship for those
not ready to come back inside. Starting in May, a regular
worship schedule will look something like this:
(continued)

(continued)

Saturday Evenings - 5:00 pm
In-person Worship
Live streamed for immediate
or later viewing online.
Sunday Mornings - 9:30 am
Outdoor Worship via FM Transmitter (101.3 FM).
Of course, like all things during this pandemic, this plan is
subject to change should the infection rate increase.
There is light ahead my friends! This Easter season is truly
one of resurrection! I hope to see everyone at our Easter
Sunday drive-in service at 9:30 am.
Pastor Preston

Did you know
that the Easter
Celebration is 50
days long!?
That's why on
Sunday, May 2
(the Fifth Sunday in Easter) we will have an
Easter Isn't Over Yet! Easter Egg Hunt.
We will still follow health guidelines, so don't forget
your masks because it might be hard to stay far
enough away from your neighbors during the hunt.
Salem families are welcome to bring blankets or lawn
chairs to spread out and enjoy some outdoor socially
distanced fellowship.
Current copies of the Word In
Season Devotional, Living Lutheran
Magazine, and the Large Print Christ In
Our Home Magazine can be picked up
from the front door vestibule.

Keep God’s Word a
Lamp Unto Your Feet
Our Northern Illinois Online Bible Study travels on through the Bible.
In April we will turn again to the New Testament, picking up one of
the Yale Bible Study series eight week courses.
Each week we prepare ourselves by reading a por on of Scripture,
then watching a 15 minute video and studying other print materials
from Yale. Then, on Mondays at 7:00 p.m., and for an hour or so,
we gather to support each other in prayer, and then discussing these
materials. It bucks us up. It helps us stand tall in our faith. It gives
us the wonderful strength of community.
Our company of Bible searchers now numbers lay people and
pastors from all over Northern Illinois and even out‐of‐state. And we
have been blessed by top‐notch scholars from Yale, Lutheran School
of Theology at Chicago, and even Flinders University in Australia.
If you are interested in joining us, or just learning more about NIOBS,
contact John Seraphine at 815‐895‐9736 or
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
for more informa on and a link to the Zoom sessions.

Lunch & Learn Fellowship
and Study Is for You!
Yes, you are invited to join Salem’s
Lunch & Learn bunch, mee ng each
Thursday for an hour’s worth of prayer,
mutual encouragement, and study.
Through April we will con nue our study of Luther’s Small
Catechism. We have finished looking at the Ten Commandments
and now will con nue with the Lord’s Prayer, Apostle’s Creed,
the Sacraments, daily prayer and family responsibili es.
Come for all the sessions, or just for a taste or two.
Conversa ons of Lunch & Learn are inspiring. For more
informa on and to receive a link to our Zoom sessions,
contact John Seraphine at 815‐895‐9736 or
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com.

March
Council Highlights
The Council approved to amend the back to in‐person
worship plan by se ng the start date for May 1 with
limited capacity indoors.
The Council approved Vaca on Bible School to be held
at Salem from August 2‐6 and limi ng the a endees to
Salem member children only.
The Council approved a day trip to LOMC, scheduled for
June 21 for Salem’s Confirma on students.

If you are in need of Pastoral Care
there are two op ons: (1) Call Sue
during business hours at the
Salem Oﬃce. (2) Call or Text
Salem's new Pastoral Care Line at:
815‐797‐2441
Non‐emergency prayer requests may also be emailed to
Pastor or the salem@slcsycamore.org address.

Too often the I-can-handle-it-myself society
we live in seems to promote loneliness rather
than friendship. Friends are an important part
of sharing the burden and worry of each day.
- Sheri Curry -

Salem Couples
Celebrating
April Wedding
Anniversaries
of 25 Years
or More!
03
03
07
15
18
22
22
23
29

Jim & Joan Graves
Steve & Mary Saﬀord
George & Jan Holland
Jim & Linda Peterson
Bill & Carole Boies
Paul & Pa Brescia
Mark & Kay Riley
Fred & Jeni Thumm
John & Connie Seraphine

61 yrs.
51 yrs.
65 yrs.
49 yrs.
57 yrs.
43 yrs.
32 yrs.
38 yrs.
32 yrs.

Celebrating 65
or More Years of
Life in April!
02
06
07
08
15
15

Steve LeVrouw
Donald Johnson
Mary Kasper
Carole Lichty
Linda Rogers
Cheryl Anderson

16
18
19
22
28
30

Mary Saﬀord
Wally Sundberg
Dave Benson
Dan Davis
Susan Lorence
Ellie Larson

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Office Secretary: (Office Hours - Monday-Friday 9:00 am-5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Sunday Nursery Attendant:
Katy Kingren
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2021
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Melissa Buys
Sue Herrmann
Andrew Rex
Larry Schlawin

Dan Docherty
(630-292-3124)
Sue Herrmann
(815-751-6741)
Jenny Ruff
(815-793-2055)
Linda Linden
(815-508-1056)
Dan Docherty
Brandon Graves
Katy Kingren
Linda Linden
Erin Rowland
Jenny Ruff
Connie Seraphine
Robert Warfield
Pastor Preston C. Fields
If you would likes the email or phone number of any Council Member,
please contact the office.

Join Salem’s email Prayer Chain
If you would like to be part of a group of
Salem members who respond with prayer
to requests for prayer support, we would
love to have you! Prayer informa on is of
course confiden al. If you are interested,
send your e‐mail address to:
salem@slcsycamore.org
and request to be added to the Prayer Chain Ministry list.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2 7:30 pm 3
Drive In
Good
Friday
Service

Easter
9:30 am
Outdoor
Drive-In Service
in Salem’s Parking
Lot via FM
Transmitter
(101.3 FM)

4

11

2nd Sunday of Easter

9:30 am Outdoor Drive‐In
Service in Salem’s
Parking Lot via FM
Transmi er (101.3 FM)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

18

3rd Sunday of Easter

5

6

25

4th Sunday of Easter

9:30 am Outdoor Drive‐In
Service in Salem’s
Parking Lot via FM
Transmi er (101.3 FM)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

7

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

12

13

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

6:00 pm Execu ve
Commi ee

19

20

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

21

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

8

9

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

15

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

6:30 pm
Confirma on ‐
Service Project

7:00 pm
COUNCIL
27

via FM
Transmitter
(101.3 FM)

6:30 pm
Confirma on ‐
Esther

6:30 pm
Confirma on ‐
The Rise of Rome

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

26

14

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

7:00 pm
Maundy Thursday
Live Zoom Service

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

5:00 pm
Easter Vigil Service
Pre-recorded Posted
live on Facebook and
Youtube. Led by
Salem Youth
10

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see
link below)

16

Food Pantry Work Day

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

22

17

Announcement
Weekend

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study

llnk below)

23

24

Food Pantry Work Day

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

5:00 pm Zoom Live
Worship (see
link below)

28

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

29

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Work Day

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

Announcement Weekend
9:30 am Outdoor Drive‐In
Service in Salem’s
Parking Lot via FM
Transmi er (101.3 FM)
10:00 am Zoom Sunday School
3:00 pm SHSYG via Zoom

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

Sat

6:30 pm
Confirma on ‐
End of Year Celebra on

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
On Line Bible Study
John Seraphine 815/895‐9731
heatherhopefarm@gmail.com

30

Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j
/216590032?pwd=MHd4c
3FyWXFVYUhXR3VTUVowb
zdnUT09
or Dial by your loca on:
+1 312 626 6799 US
(Chicago)
Mee ng ID: 216 590 032
Passcode: 593537

