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Welcome To 

SALEM  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
1145 DeKalb Avenue                                        “Living Christ’s Love”   Sycamore, Illinois 
Church Office:  (815) 895-9171                Fax Number:  (815) 895-6266 
Web Site:  www.slcSycamore.org                              E-Mail:  Salem@slcsycamore.org 

 

Ascension of Our Lord                                                                            May 15/16, 2021 
Holy Communion                                             Saturday 5:00 p.m. / Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

                               
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 P: Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
 C: Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for 
the gift of baptism. 

  We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.  We bless you, risen Christ, 
that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains 
to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool 
water shared with strangers.  Breathe your peace on your church when 
we hide in fear.  Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us 
companions on our journey as we share your life. 

  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with life. 
  To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, 
  now and forever. 
 C: Amen. 

 

  GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

mailto:Salem@slcsycamore.org
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GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn 662 

Christ Is the King! 

 
 

Text:  George K. A. Bell, 1883-1958, alt.   Music:  BEVERLY, Charles R. Anders, b. 1929 
Text from Songs of Praise, Enlarged Edition, © Oxford University Press 

Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your 
presence intercedes for us.  Receive us and our prayers for all the world, 
and in the end bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ,     
our Sovereign and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
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THE FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11 
 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the 
disciples will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will 
be accompanied and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  His words provide an outline 
of the book of Acts. 
 A: The First Reading is from the 1st Chapter of Acts … 

Luke writes: In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and 
taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven,        
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had 
chosen.  After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 
kingdom of God.  While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said,           
“is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when 
you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to know the 
times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had 
said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of 
their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,   
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee,  
why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  This Jesus, who has been taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 47 

 A: Please join me in praying Psalm 47 responsively: 
  Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
    shout to God with a joyful sound. 
 

  RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
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 C: For the LORD Most High is to be feared: 
  a great king over all the earth, 

  A: who subdues the peoples under us, 
   and the nations under our feet; 

 C: who chooses our inheritance for us, 
   the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  

 A: God has gone up with a shout, 
   the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 

 C: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
   sing praises to our king, sing praises.  

 A: For God is king of all the earth; 
   sing praises with a song. 

 C: God reigns over the nations; 
   God is enthroned on high. 

 A: The nobles of the peoples have gathered  
  as the people of the God of Abraham. 

   The rulers of the earth belong to God,  
  who is highly exalted.  

THE SECOND READING Ephesians 1:15-23 
 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of 
Ephesians prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen 
Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides. 
 A: The Second Reading is from the 1st Chapter of Ephesians … 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers.  I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,      
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, 
according to the working of his great power.  God put this power to work in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,        
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and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to 
come.  And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over 
all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission,              
a blessing, and a promise of the Holy Spirit. 
 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th Chapter . . . 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”  Then he opened their 
minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written,      
that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am 
sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you 
have been clothed with power from on high.” 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them.  While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven.  And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                  

MESSAGE Pastor Preston Fields  
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW Hymn 843 
Praise to the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 
 

Text:  Rusty Edwards, b. 1955   Music:  NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company 

Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (5:00 only) 

     A: Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed … 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived  
  by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under  
  Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
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  he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
  Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM (9:30 only) 
                                for Eliot James Warfield and Joseph Bradley Warfield 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 A: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

(A brief silence) 
You call the whole church on earth to worship and bless you.              
Empower your church to bear joyful witness to your love made known in 
Jesus Christ.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: You have fashioned a habitat for all your creatures and you fill the earth 
with your glory.  Give rain where it is needed and rescue those inundated 
by floods.  Mend what we have torn in the fabric of creation and     
replenish and nourish your world.  We give thanks for Lake Michigan,          
the Kishwaukee and Fox Rivers.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: In the majesty of your love, you rule the world with justice and mercy. 
Give those in authority the spirit of your love, so that all who are hungry 
and poor receive food and resources, and all people flourish and live in 
peace.  Bless those who visit our own Food Pantry and those in local 
shelters.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: You heal those who are sick and bind up the brokenhearted especially 
Bev, Art, Kathy, Sally, Bob, Leroy, Dennis, Sandy, Carol, Betty, Phyllis     
and those we say aloud or hold in our hearts.  (wait 10 seconds).  Attend to 
the cares and needs of the hurting and hopeless in our congregation, 
community, workplaces, schools, and families.   

  Hear us, O God. 
 C: Your mercy is great. 
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 A: You have gathered us in this congregation, enlightened our hearts,           
and given us a share of the immeasurable greatness of your power.            
Help us love one another, be reconciled where we are divided, and share 
the riches of your grace with our neighbors.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: In raising Christ from the dead, you put your great power to work                    
in the world.  Raise us and all who have died in the faith with Christ.                        
We remember saints in our lives and in our community.  Thank you                
for their gifts among us.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 
your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

OFFERING  

To Give Your Offering Electronically,  
please text “Salemlutherangive” to 77977 

C:  O God you have been our help in ages past.  You inspired the Swedish 
founders of this community to build a church, start a school and serve 
the community.  Through many seasons and challenges, changing needs 
and new buildings, this community has worked together to sustain our 
ministries.  

Now is the time for the next step in our ministry together, to repair             
this building that has served us so well and renovate this space to be 
accessible and hospitable to all God's children.  Inspire us to volunteer 
and give generously as you have provided for us so abundantly.             
Bless the gifts that are gathered, that we might continue to live             
Christ's love, together.  In Jesus' Name, 

 C: Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 A: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your               
table.  Receive our lives and the gifts we offer.  Abide with us and 

   send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved              
Child, Jesus Christ. 

 C: Amen. 

 
 

DIALOGUE 

 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts.  
 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,                
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                    

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 
  

  GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE 
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Please refer to Pastor Preston’s email/letter 
 “Communion in Exceptional Times.” 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 P: The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
  Come, eat and be satisfied.  

LAMB OF GOD (Spoken responsively) 

 P: Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
 C: Have mercy on us. 

 P: Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
 C: Have mercy on us. 

 P: Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
 C: Grant us peace. 

COMMUNION HYMN   ELW Hymn 655 
Son of God, Eternal Savior 
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Text:  Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932    
Music:  IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710 

Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303      Public Domain 

TABLE BLESSING 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you        
  and keep you in his grace. 
 C: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 A: Let us pray … Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness 
in our hearts.  Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 C: Amen.  

 

DEPARTURE BLESSING 

 P: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk 
something big for something good, and grace to remember the world is 
too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but love.  
Almighty God, Father, Son,  and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL                             

 A: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 C: Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 A: Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
 C: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

  GOING FORTH TO “Live Christ’s Love” 
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Worship Leaders . . .  Pastor Preston Fields 
  Connie Seraphine, Saturday Assisting Minister 

Larry Schlawin, Saturday Sound Tech 
 Steve Latimer, Sunday Assisting Minister 
 Rita Johnson, Sunday Sound Tech 
  
Musicians . . . Michael Graddy, Piano 
 The Graddy Family 

Bulletin Sponsors . . .     
Arlene Ehlers in memory of Verna Ehlers 

Cindy Graves in memory of Tyler Scott Graves 
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