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Welcome To 

SALEM  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
1145 DeKalb Avenue                                        “Living Christ’s Love”   Sycamore, Illinois 
Church Office:  (815) 895-9171                Fax Number:  (815) 895-6266 
Web Site:  www.slcSycamore.org                              E-Mail:  Salem@slcsycamore.org 

 

Third Weekend After Pentecost                                                          June 12/13, 2021 
Holy Communion                                             Saturday 5:00 p.m. / Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
 

 

                               
PRELUDE                      Prelude from 20 Miniatures for Organ Maxwell                              
 
WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the God of manna, the God of 
miracles, the God of mercy. 

 C: Amen. 

 P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
(Silence is kept for reflection) 

 P: God, our provider, 
 C: help us.  It is hard to believe there is enough to share.  We question       

your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we      
live.  We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you.   
We take offense at your teachings and your ways.  Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn?  Share with us the words of eternal life and 
feed us for life in the world.  Amen. 

 P: Beloved people of God:  in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished.  By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than 
enough.  Through Jesus,  the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 

  you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
 C: Amen. 

 

  GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

mailto:Salem@slcsycamore.org
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GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn 807 
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 
 

Text:  Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt. 
Music:  NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813 

Public Domain    Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303   

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world.  Graft us 
into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and 
love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

  

  
 
 

THE FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose 
someone from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation.   
This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 
 A: The First Reading is from the 17th Chapter of Ezekiel … 

Thus says the Lord GOD:  I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;       
I will set it out.  I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; 
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain.  On the mountain height of 
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,                
and become a noble cedar.  Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its 
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind.  All the trees of the field shall 
know that I am the LORD.  I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry 
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will 
accomplish it. 

 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 

 A: Please join me in praying Psalm 92 responsively: 
  It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 

   to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 

 C: to herald your love in the morning 
   and your faithfulness at night; 

 A: on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
   and to the melody of the harp. 

  RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
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 C: For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
   and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  

 A: The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
   and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 

 C: Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
   shall flourish in the courts of our God; 

 A: they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
   they shall be green and succulent; 

 C: that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
   my rock, in whom there is no injustice.  

THE SECOND READING 2nd Corinthians 5:6-17 

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider 
Jesus from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for 
all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 
 A: The Second Reading is from the 5th Chapter of 2nd Corinthians … 

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in 
the body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight.            
Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord.  So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to 
please him.  For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good 
or evil. 

Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we 
ourselves are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your 
consciences.  We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an 
opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who 
boast in outward appearance and not in the heart.  For if we are beside ourselves, 
it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  For the love of Christ urges 
us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all have 
died.  And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;          
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no 
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longer in that way.  So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:         
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear 
and understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s 
kingdom. 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 4th Chapter . . . 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how.  The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 
head, then the full grain in the head.  But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes 
in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 
will we use for it?  It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground,  
is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it grows up and 
becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the 
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear 
it; he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 
private to his disciples. 

 P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

MESSAGE Pastor Preston Fields  

 



7 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW Hymn 512 
Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil 

 
Text:  Handt Hanson, b. 1950   Music:  GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson 

Text & Music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 

 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED   

     A: Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed … 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived  
  by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under  
  Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
  Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 



8 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 A: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
(A brief silence) 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation.  Enliven your 
church, so that the good news of your grace may root and grow 
throughout the world.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 A: Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. 
From the depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new 
plants.  Restore growth to places suffering drought.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 A: Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power.                         
Grant them the ability to regard those under their charge with                
humility, dedicating their lives in service to others.  Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 A: Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide 
relief to those who call on you.  We pray for Bev, Art, Kathy, Sally, Bob, 
Dennis, Sandy, Carol, Betty, Steve, Bonnie, Ellie, Cassandra and those               
we say aloud or hold in our hearts.  (wait 10 seconds)  Bless all who suffer, 
especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and homelessness.                           
Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 A: Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you.  We give thanks and 
pray for our church musicians.  Bless the work of our own music search 
committee as we seek to find our next director of music.  We dedicate to 
you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the cries of children,              
the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts.                                          
Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 A: Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now            
at home with you.  This week the church remembers Basil the Great.             
We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.  
Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: hear our prayer. 
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 P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
 C: Amen. 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

OFFERING  
To Give Your Offering Electronically,  

please text “Salemlutherangive” to 833-732-9252 

C:  O God you have been our help in ages past.  You inspired the Swedish 
founders of this community to build a church, start a school and serve 
the community.  Through many seasons and challenges, changing needs 
and new buildings, this community has worked together to sustain our 
ministries.  

Now is the time for the next step in our ministry together, to repair             
this building that has served us so well and renovate this space to be 
accessible and hospitable to all God's children.  Inspire us to volunteer 
and give generously as you have provided for us so abundantly.             
Bless the gifts that are gathered, that we might continue to live             
Christ's love, together.  In Jesus' Name, 

 C: Amen. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 A: Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called 
us to the feast of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, 

  and strengthen us in this meal.  Make us to be what we receive here, 
  your body for the life of the world. 
 C: Amen. 

 
 

DIALOGUE 

 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts.  
 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

  GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE 
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 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,                
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                    

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

Please refer to Pastor Preston’s email/letter 
 “Communion in Exceptional Times.” 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
  Come!  

LAMB OF GOD (Spoken responsively) 

 P: Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
 C: Have mercy on us. 

 P: Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
 C: Have mercy on us. 

 P: Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world. 
 C: Grant us peace. 
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COMMUNION HYMN   ELW Hymn 670 
Build Us Up, Lord 

 

 
 

Text:  Mark Glaeser, b. 1956, and Donna Hanna, b. 1952  Music: BUILD US UP, Mark Glaeser and donna Hanna 
Text & Music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress  Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 
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TABLE BLESSING 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you        
  and keep you in his grace. 
 C: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 A: Let us pray … Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table 
  more than we could ever ask.  As you have nourished us in this meal, 

now strengthen us to love the world with your own life.  In your name           
we pray. 

 C: Amen. 

   

DEPARTURE BLESSING 

 P: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk 
something big for something good, and grace to remember the world is 
too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but love.  
Almighty God, Father, Son,  and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

DISMISSAL                             

 A: Go in peace.  You are the body of Christ. 
 C: Thanks be to God.   

POSTLUDE                                      Fugue in F Major Bach 

 

 

 

 

 

  GOING FORTH TO “Live Christ’s Love” 
 

Commitment Weekend 
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Prelude:  Prelude from 20 Miniatures for Organ, Maxwell © 2010 Concordia Publishing House 
Postlude:  Fugue in F Major, Bach  BWV 556 © 1994 by Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc., for all countries 

 

Liturgy Reprinted by Permission … SundaysandSeasons.com License #20487 
Bulletin Cover Reprinted from Icon One: Visual Images for Every Sunday © 2010 Augsburg Fortress. 

[Copyrighted elements(s)] [Copyright notice].  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
All Music Used by Permission:  OneLicense.net #A-708303    CCLI License No. 1667288   

Streaming License No. 20749225 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Now is the Time for Diversity 
You are invited to learn more about the new Diversity Initiative at Salem, and to 
consider joining in its development. 
“Now is the time” is the theme of Salem’s current capital campaign, not only 
because our building needs repair, but because we are re-gathering for in-person 
worship; and we want to come back stronger than ever for mission, trusting in the 
Bible’s message that “today is the day of salvation!” 
Salem’s church council has also decided since God’s mission means welcoming all 
people, now is the time for our family of faith to build on its history of celebrating 
God’s great gift of human diversity.  The Council has authorized a Diversity 
Initiative to explore the establishment of a permanent committee and program to 
strengthen Salem’s commitment to diversity of all kinds.  

Worship Leaders . . .  Pastor Preston Fields 
 Connie Seraphine, Saturday Assisting Minister 

Larry Schlawin, Saturday Sound Tech 

 Brandon Johnson, Sunday Assisting Minister 
 Rita Johnson, Sunday Sound Tech 
 Krista Cobb / Lila Ezell, Sunday Acolytes 

Musician . . . Nicholas Hansen, Piano/Organ 

Bulletin Sponsor . . .     
Delight Carlson in memory of Beda & Troy Holt 
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If you are interested in learning more, and/or volunteering your time and insights 
for this project, please join us for an introductory Zoom session, either on 
Tuesday, June 15, at 11:30 a.m., or the evening of Wednesday, June 16,                    
at 7:00 p.m.  If you are unable to attend either of these Zooms, call or write John 
Seraphine at 815-895-9736 or heatherhopefarm@gmail.com, for more information.  

(See below for links to Zoom sessions.) 
At the start of each worship service our Pastor joyfully declares, “Whatever your 
skin color, no matter who you vote for, no matter who you love and marry,                    
no matter what you think of organized religion, you are welcome here.”                      
This initiative will help us do the hard work of living up to those words,                  
because we do believe all people are made in God’s image, and that in Christ God 
reconciled the world to God’s self, making us ambassadors of that reconciliation. 
We do these things not to fill pews, but to fulfill God’s will for us.  We are called 
to live out God’s design for the world by truly loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
Our lives are richer when we honor the diverse gifts people bring to our 
community.  We believe now is the opportune time for such an emphasis.        
Growing divisions among God’s people have opened the eyes of the present 
generation, who now hunger for the gospel of a gathering God, and who now 
search out communities where they can worship and work together in the spirit of 
that message.         
This new initiative will address all dimensions of diversity, both in our 
congregation and in the larger community.  We will extend hospitality to Salem’s 
visitors.  We will also find ways to fully involve God’s people in the life and 
leadership of our congregation.  In the wider community we will facilitate 
opportunities for Salem members to meet with and listen to diverse others.                  
We will also enable a growing number of Salem members to join with others in 
advocating for equity, justice, and the nurturing of inclusive neighborhoods, all in 
the name of Christ. 
So, join us if you can.  
Here is the link to the first Zoom session option: 

Time: Jun 15, 2021 11:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89475113777?pwd=aFpFY2ZYd01DU0tGTFhiZEZYV
kc1QT09 
Meeting ID: 894 7511 3777 
Passcode:  495305 
Phone in:  1-312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

mailto:heatherhopefarm@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89475113777?pwd=aFpFY2ZYd01DU0tGTFhiZEZYVkc1QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89475113777?pwd=aFpFY2ZYd01DU0tGTFhiZEZYVkc1QT09
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Here is the link for the second Zoom session option: 
Time: Jun 16, 2021 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83125159879?pwd=Y2JQdFh1RXd3SHk2cXlqMGJTb
WsyZz09 
Meeting ID: 831 2515 9879 
Passcode:  878874 
Phone in:  1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83125159879?pwd=Y2JQdFh1RXd3SHk2cXlqMGJTbWsyZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83125159879?pwd=Y2JQdFh1RXd3SHk2cXlqMGJTbWsyZz09
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