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“A Place at the Table” 
(Peace) 
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Welcome To 

SALEM  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
1145 DeKalb Avenue                                        “Living Christ’s Love”   Sycamore, Illinois 
Church Office:  (815) 895-9171                Fax Number:  (815) 895-6266 
Web Site:  www.slcSycamore.org                              E-Mail:  Salem@slcsycamore.org 

 

The Second Weekend of Advent                                                   December 4/5, 2021 
Holy Communion                                             Saturday 5:00 p.m. / Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

The Inn – Housing the Holy 
“A Place at the Table” 

(Peace) 
 

 
 
 

                               

HANDBELL PRELUDE                 Watchman, Tell Us of the Night Perry 

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS  

WE OPEN THE DOOR 
(Threshold Moment) 

“A Place at the Table” 

 P: Like the childhood game of “musical chairs,” we are convinced that there 
are not enough places at the table.  And so we shrink the guest list just in 
case there is not enough, and we scramble to occupy the chairs first.             
And yet our sacred texts invite us to imagine and make real the gathering 
of all people to the table, robed in the garments of a Peace that comes 
with justice.  This is what really matters – this is the fruit of what is right 
and good. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 

Peace waits for us at Advent 
Peace waits for us to rest. 

Peace waits for our acceptance 
of the truth that we are blessed. 

In this time of preparation 
for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 

of gentleness and play. 
Peace is born in us each day! 

  GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

mailto:Salem@slcsycamore.org
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 R: Today we offer the Light of Peace to illumine the Door of Welcome.  
  May this light shine in our hearts, in our lives, and in our church. 
  May Peace awaken us to possibilities and lead us to greater hospitality. 
  There IS room in this Inn, a House for the Holy. 

Peace waits for us at Advent 
Peace waits for us to rest. 

Peace waits for our acceptance 
of the truth that we are blessed. 

In this time of preparation 
for the work of co-creation, 
for the birthing of a world 

of gentleness and play. 
Peace is born in us each day! 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P: The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you 

GATHERING HYMN ELW Hymn 248 

People, Look East 
(Stanzas 1, 2, 3) 
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Text:  Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965    Music:  BASANÇON, French Carol 
Text © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust,  

by permission of David Higham Associates 
Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 

 

 
 
THE FIRST READING Baruch 5:1-9 

A poem of hope from the school of the prophet Jeremiah speaks of the return of 
scattered Israel from Babylon, but also looks beyond that to the time when God’s 
kingdom will be established. 
 A: The First Reading is from the 5th Chapter of Baruch … 

Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on 
forever the beauty of the glory from God.  Put on the robe of the righteousness 
that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the 
Everlasting; for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven.  For God 
will give you evermore the name, “Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 

Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look toward the east, and see your 
children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that 
God has remembered them.  For they went out from you on foot, led away by 
their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal 
throne.  For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills 
be made low and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may 
walk safely in the glory of God.  The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded 

  RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
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Israel at God’s command.  For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  Luke 1:68-79  

 A: Please join me in praying Luke 1 responsively … 
 Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel, 
   you have come to your people and set them free. 

C: You have raised up for us a mighty Savior, 
   born of the house of your servant David.  

A: Through your holy prophets, you promised of old 
 to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, 

C: to show mercy to our forebears, 
   and to remember your holy covenant. 

A: This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham: 
   to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

C: free to worship you without fear, 
  holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.  

A: And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way, 

C: to give God’s people knowledge of salvation 
   by the forgiveness of their sins. 

A: In the tender compassion of our God 
   the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

C: to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
   and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
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THE SECOND READING Philippians 1:3-11 

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter 
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how 
tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he 
encourages them to grow in love and knowledge. 
 A: The Second Reading is from the 1st Chapter of Philippians … 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every 
one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the 
first day until now.  I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work 
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  It is right for me 
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of 
you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 
with the compassion of Christ Jesus.  And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and 
blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
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HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 3:1-6 

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.”  As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense 
the spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this 
coming Lord. 
 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 3rd Chapter … 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 
high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness.  He went into all the region around the Jordan, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 
the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, “The voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  Every valley 
shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see 
the salvation of God.’ ” 
 P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

MESSAGE  Pastor Preston Fields 

 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Belwin-Mills  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

     A: Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed … 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived  
  by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under  
  Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  
  Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Make of my heart a stable, 
a house for the holy, 

a warm and sturdy place 
for peace to live and grow. 

 P: In this moment we open the doors of our hearts to honesty before God 
about what we’ve done and left undone that created less hope in a 
hurting world.  Let us breathe out this regret … and breathe in the life-
giving, for-giving Spirit of God … and out again with the Peace of Christ … 

Make of my life a stable, 
a house for the holy, 

a warm and sturdy place 
for peace to live and grow. 

 P: In this moment we open the doors of our lives to the call of the Spirit, 
inviting us to become more than we can ask or imagine.  Let us breathe 
out our fear … and breathe in the courage of the Spirit of God … and out 
again, with the Peace of Christ. 

Make of our church a stable, 
a house for the holy, 

a warm and sturdy place 
for peace to live and grow. 

 A: In this moment we open the doors of this church, filling it with the 
compassion of Christ for all those who are struggling.  We remember               
and pray for …  

 A: those who are suffering economic hardship, and insecurity in basic needs; 
  may abundance be shared.  Hear us, O God. 
 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: those who are suffering mentally, finding it difficult to cope; may paths 
open and hope return.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 
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 A: those who are suffering illness or injury; may healing abound especially 
for Bob, Sandy, Bonnie, Ellie, Joan,  Mike, Bev, Scott, Betty, Jane, Phil, 
Hank, Neva and those we say aloud or hold in our hearts.  (wait 10 seconds).                               
Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: those who are suffering loneliness and isolation; may companionship and 
solace arrive.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 A: those who are suffering discrimination, fear and violence; may they know 
respect, respite, and safety.  Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 P: May the Advent of Compassion be born in us, reside within us,                       
move outward from us, to meet the needs of the world, making a               
house for the Holy that is each and every child of God. 

 C: Amen. 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

OFFERING 

To Give Your Offering Electronically,  
please text “Salemlutherangive” to 833-732-9252 or 

 scan this QR code with your smartphone. 
 

 

OFFERTORY                            The Manger is Stranger Uldis-Kessler 
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DIALOGUE 

 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts.  
 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 P: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you.  You formed us in our mother’s womb, house of the holy,  
growing us in your image.  Our hearts and lungs became a place of 
opening and welcoming, doors for the Spirit of Life that you breathed  
into us.  

You deliver us from the captivity of isolation and fear, make covenant to 
be our steadfast, indwelling God, and continue to speak to us through 
prophetic utterance, in the Spirit and through the people. 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 P: Into The Inn of simple means came a life dedicated and anointed by the 
Spirit to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the 
captives. 

You made a new covenant with us to be midwives, by water and the 
Spirit, birthing more hope, more peace, more joy, more love in this world, 

  making more room in this house, at this table, for all. 
 

  GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,                
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

 P: And so, in remembrance of your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ’s offering for 
us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

 C: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread 
and wine.  Open our hearts in and through this act, stripping away any 
excuse or fearful hesitation, so that we will open our doors to the world  
as the body of Christ, redeemed by his love.  Through your Son Jesus 
Christ with the Holy Spirit in your holy church, all honor and glory is yours, 
almighty God, now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                    

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 P: Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 

COMMUNION CANTICLE      

 



12 
 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                   Rejoice, Rejoice Believers McFadden 

COMMUNION 

TABLE BLESSING 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you 
  and keep you in his grace.         
 C: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNON 

 A: Most High God, you have come among us at this table.  By the Spirit’s 
power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and 
grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 

 C: Amen. 

 
 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

 P: May God’s Door of Welcome swing open in your heart and in your life. 
May Christ’s humble first dwelling remind you of the plenty you already 
know.  And may the Spirit lead you into more possibility and hospitality 
than you can imagine, making room in The Inn for all.  May it be so for 
you.  May it be so for us.  May it be so for this church.  

 C: Amen. 

CLOSING CAROL 

 P: For today’s closing carol we sing “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear,”                  
a carol written by Edmund Sears and one of the earliest social gospel 
hymns written.  Sears was writing from Boston in the years just before     
the Civil War began and this hymn emphasizes the message of the angels, 

  GOING FORTH TO “Live Christ’s Love” 
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“peace on earth, goodwill to all.”  You can hear this clearly in a stanza 
missing from some hymnals:  

“But with the woes of sin and strife 
The world has suffered long; 

Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
Two thousand years of wrong; 

And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love-song, which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing!” 

Let us remember that in true peace, all can hear the love-song of the 
angels.  Let us offer our own love-song now. 

DEPARTING HYMN ELW Hymn 282 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
(Stanzas 1, 2, 4) 
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Text:  Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 

Music:  CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900 
Public Domain     Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 

DISMISSAL 

 A: Go in peace.  Christmas is near. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                        Comfort, Comfort Now My People Winkworth   
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Prelude:   
Watchman, Tell Us of the Night 

Music:  Aberystwyth, Joseph Perry 1876,  
arr. Kathleen Wissinger (ASCAP) 

Text & Music © 2019 Kathleen Wissinger 
(Handbells) 

Worship Leaders . . .  Pastor Preston Fields 
 Jenny Ruff, Saturday Assisting Minister 

Rita Johnson, Saturday Sound Tech 
Mason Hamel, Saturday Acolyte 

 Brandon Johnson, Sunday Assisting Minister 
 Larry Schlawin, Sunday Sound Tech 
 Lila Ezell / Molly Allison, Sunday Acolytes 

Piano / Organ: Michael Carlson 

Flute Ensemble: Melanie Chavin / Susan Herrmann 
  Jen Docherty / Emma Hess  

Cello: Jenna Hoffman  

Sounds of Grace Bells: Melanie Chavin / Sue Herrmann / Jenna Hoffman 
 Janelle Johnson / Rita Johnson / Diane Lundbeck 
 Steve Safford / Larry Schlawin / Merideth Weber / Terry Weber 

Choir: Celebration Voices 

Advent Candle Lighters: 5:00 – The Swedberg Family 
 9:30 – Steve & Claudia Hoffman 

Bulletin Sponsors: 
Dan & Judy Milroy in honor of our children & grandchildren 
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Gospel Acclamation: 
Aleluia 

Music & Lyrics: Gary Rand 
 © 2017 Plural Guild Music 

(Cello) 
 

Hymn of the Day: 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

© 1998 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp., 
Admin. by Warner Brothers 

(Flute Ensemble) 
 

Offertory: 
The Manger Is Stranger 

Words & Text: Amanda Udis-Kessler,  
arr. Mark Burrows, © 2019 Amanda Udis-Kessler 

(Celebration Voices) 
 

Communion Canticle: 
Lamb of God 

Music & Lyrics:  Gary Rand 
(Adapted from the traditional Agnus Dei) 

© 2017 Plural Guild Music 
(Cello) 

 
Communion Hymn: 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
Music:  Haf Tranes Lampa Färdig,  

Swedish Folk Tune    Jane McFadden 
Text & Music © 1995 Augsburg Fortress 
(Ringing Memorial IMO Vivian Gustafson 

by Ron & Carla Vanatta) 
(Handbells) 

 
Departure Hymn: 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear, ELW 282 
Text:  Edmund H. Sears, 1819-1976 

Music:  CAROL, Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900  
 Public Domain  Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 

 
Postlude: 

Comfort, Comfort Now My People, ELW 256 
Text:  Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; 

tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 
Music:  Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551 

   Public Domain   Used by Permission  . . . OneLicense.net #A-708303 
 

“The Inn” Worship Series by Worship Design Studio 
Adapted, used, livestreamed with permission.  
Peace Waits and Make of My Heart a Stable 

Used with permission, Hymns/Songs licensed under: 
OneLicense.net #A-708303   CCLI License No. 1667288   

 
Liturgy Reprinted by Permission … SundaysndsandSeasons.com License #20487 

[Copyrighted elements(s)] [Copyright notice].  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
Music Used by Permission:  OneLicense.net #A-708303    CCLI License No. 1667288   

Streaming License No. 20749225 
Permission to reprint/podcast/stream music in this service 

obtained from One License with license #A-708303 



Creative Arts For   
Advent and Christmas! 

I hope that your      
Thanksgiving was          

wonderful.  What are 
you grateful for?  

I am grateful that everyone is so positive about sharing 
their gifts in this congregation.  I hear about someone 
that plays or sings, I get in touch with them, and nearly 
everyone says "Yes!" to  sharing in worship!  And I will   
always say "Yes" if you get in touch with me to share 
something.  
There is a lot happening in worship in the weeks of         
Advent and Christmas.  Here are the highlights: 
A video of the children's choir's art, reading poetry,        
and doing movement to the song, "Draw the Circle 
Wide," was shown in the worship service on November 
27/28! 
Our Mid-week services at 7:00 pm on Wednesdays,                 
December 1, 8 and 15, are the "Holden Evening Prayer"           
service by Marty Haugen, with flautists and cantors                    
participating.   
The Celebration Voices and the Sounds of Grace               
Handbells are BOTH sharing music on December 4/5, 
and a Flute Ensemble and cello are also featured! 
December 11/12 the Puppets are presenting "No Room 
in the Inn (The Innkeeper's Blues)."  Also that weekend, 
Owen Ruff is bringing his string quartet to play in the  
Saturday service on December 11.  And then the quartet 
will give a concert after the service!  Owen is also the   

(continued) 

violin soloist on Sunday, the 12.  It will be a very diverse 
weekend in worship since Puppet Praise is also                       
participating.  
December 19 is the children's program, and also some 
special music by individual kids.  Jen Daskal is currently 
recruiting kids and youth to participate in this service.  
Christmas Eve will have the ABC's of Christmas at the 
4:00 pm service.  Kirk Lundbeck will bring a brass             
ensemble to play for the 10:00 pm service and the            
Celebration Voices will sing.  So come and worship God 
this Season as we await Christ's birth! 
On another note, some of you have asked for the words 
of the song, "Not Far From the Kingdom of God," that I 
sang on Christ the King weekend, so here is an excerpt: 

When Lambs lie with wolves without fear for their lives  
When thrown in the furnace we somehow survive   

When violence is silenced and peace rises high                 
We're not far from the kingdom of God. 

When everyone's fed and has clothing to wear                 
when kings become servants with crosses to bear    

When crowns are thrown down in a soft humble prayer 
We're not far from the kingdom of God. 

A kingdom, a realm of freedom, where all people have 
what they need.  A time and a place for the whole              
human race, just like Jesus our teacher decreed. 

Blessings to all of you this season! 

Michael Carlson 
Coordinator of Music Ministry  



 
  Salem Lutheran Church, ELCA 

December 4/5, 2021 
“Living Christ’s Love” 

Welcome  . . .  Visitors - Please complete.   
Members - Please sign in and fill in any                   

new information (also mark if you communed).  
Fold and leave it in the offering plate.  

Salem is equipped with a Hearing  
Assistance System and Large Print Bulletins.                           

Please ask an usher. 

 

 Name: _________________________________ 

 Children Attending:  ____________________ 

 Address:  _______________________________  

 City:     State: ____  Zip: _______ 

 Phone: (___)____________________________ 

 E-mail: _________________________________  

 Add me to Salem’s e-mail newsletter. 

Please check all that apply: 

  Visitor - I learned about Salem: 
    Mailing     Friend   Family 
 Web Page Facebook 
             Our Sign in Front          
 Other:                 
           Interested in Membership     
 Desire Pastor to Call 
Attended:       5:00 ___     9:30 ___      

Member   
 Received Communion
 Desire Pastor to Call 
  Member Information has changed 

Attended:       5:00 ___     9:30 ___      

Please see the reverse side 
for ministry opportunities. 

PRAYER REQUEST FOR: 
 
 
 

Please add to Salem’s Prayer Chain.            
Please add to Salem’s Prayers during         
           worship services (it will remain in the  
           prayers for four weeks). 

 

Attention Cookie Bakers! 
Salem’s Annual Youth & Family 
Team’s Cookie Sale is December 19 
at 10:30 am until sold out.  The cost 
is $8.00 per pound. 
I will furnish:  
____ doz. cookies for the Bake Sale 

 
Please drop off the cookies in               
Fellowship Hall no later than               

9:30 a.m. on the 19th. 
Thank you! 

Advent Candle Lighters  
Needed for this Advent                
Service 
My family/or I will light the Advent 
candle and read a short                        
paragraph on: 
 
December 11 5:00 ____ 
 
The paragraph and instructions will 
be emailed to you prior to the 
weekend.  Send it to this email: 
 
________________________________ 

If more than one person or family 
volunteers,  I will contact everyone 
to let them know if they have been 
selected for the December 11           
service. 
Sue 

Sound Techs / Assisting Ministers . . . 
I am interested in serving as a Sound Tech              
or Assisting Minister.  Training will be                       
provided.  Please contact me. 
 
_________________________________________  
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