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2021 Year in Review

Because Lent begins so early in March, I
thought it best to start a conversa on in
the February newsle er about Lenten worship here at Salem.
Growing up my view of Lent was of a season of self‐denial for the
sake of proving my love for God through discomfort and desperately
a emp ng to be worthy of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. The
Chris an tradi on of my youth emphasized these Lenten sacrifices
as acts of penance for my own sins.
However, as I have grown in the Lutheran tradi on, my view of Lent
has changed. Instead of a season of self‐imposed suﬀering, I see it
as a season of change, growth, and of repriori za on. Yes, this may
s ll manifest itself in some spiritual disciplines, but the aim now is
not self‐imposed punishment for my sins as much as prac cal steps
to follow Jesus more closely. It took many years of spiritual reflec on
to understand that God’s desire for me was not to prove myself
worthy because Christ’s work on the cross already made me worthy!
Instead, Lent is a me that I strive to live into God’s grace more fully
and imagine ways that I might be er reflect God’s love to the world
around me.
Star ng on Ash Wednesday, March 2, we will begin our Lenten
worship theme Full to the Brim, an Expansive Lent. This theme will
focus on the Grace of God that we do nothing to deserve or earn,
and yet comes in abundance. The parables and stories from the
Lec onary during Lent will demonstrate how God’s grace invites us
into a Chris an life in which we are filled to the brim with God’s love,
so much so that it spills over in our daily interac ons with loved ones
and neighbors and coworkers. This theme doesn’t ignore sin or the
(conƟnued)

(conƟnued)
ways in which the world is broken but instead challenges us to fully
embrace our bap smal promises so that we can pursue healing,
jus ce, and hope.
This Lent please join us at each weekend worship as we further
explore our theme and grow towards Easter together. As a special
spiritual prac ce, you might also consider joining us for our Lent
midweek services or engaging in our special Lent devo onal at
home. Together may we increase our capacity to give and receive
grace in a world yearning for the good news of Jesus Christ.
Pastor Preston
Dear Salem Family,
The stewardship commi ee
at Salem wants to thank you for
you con nued generosity to
Salem. Salem is a growing
community that con nues to
reach out and proclaim God’s
love to the world. We
appreciate all who have pledged
and con nue to volunteer and share their talents.
This is a friendly reminder for those who give electronically to
adjust your automa c giving online to fulfill your pledge.
Furthermore, remember that credit and debit cards charge a fee
when sending your pledges electronically. Se ng up ACH direct
withdrawal from your bank account ensures the greatest
percentage of your dona on makes it to Salem Lutheran. Se ng
up ACH can be accomplished by logging on to your personal
pushpay account and changing the payment method. If you need
help with this don’t hesitate to call the Salem Lutheran oﬃce.
Of course, the advantage of electronic giving is that you don’t
(conƟnued)

forget your regular pledge if you happen to be away from church on
a weekend. Last year 23 members exceeded their pledges while 33
members did not meet their pledges for a net deficit of $9,000. The
church budget recently passed at the annual mee ng is based on the
pledge numbers turned in during the stewardship season, we
appreciate each household striving as best they can to fulfill their
pledge promise in the coming year.
We look forward to another year of outreach, generosity, and
risk‐taking mission and service to our community. God Bless you all
in this new year.
Salem Stewardship Commi ee

To Edit Your Payment
Schedule From a
Web Browser
To edit a recurring payment schedule from Home,
using your personal computer (web browser):
Login to your Pushpay account at pushpay.com/login.
1. Click edit next to the recurring schedule you would like
to edit.
2. Click edit recurring.
3. Make desired changes, scroll down, click save.
You should expect to see "Success ‐ You have successfully
updated this payment schedule."

CreaƟve Arts and Music
Update
Peace and Adventure in
Christ
Have you no ced how I sign my emails and other
correspondence? I thought I would share a li le bit about why I
use the words above.
The Peace comes from knowing that we are all enfolded in
unqualified, unquan fied grace from God – no ma er who we
are, who we love, where we’ve been, or why we are
here (to paraphrase how we open our worship).
And the Adventure? Well, some mes we think of adventure as a
fun me of explora on, seeking new experiences – like a road
trip or a hike in the forest. The enjoyment can certainly be part
of adventure, but there is also a diﬀerent side. What about
snowstorms on the highway (brrrr!), and snakes in the woods?
(eeeek!)
What would an adventure be like without some kind of
challenge? When Moses first came before Pharoah the first me
to bravely ask him to let God’s people go, what if Pharaoh had
just said, “Yeah, ok, see ya later. And here’s some gold and some
wheat to de you over un l you get to the land of milk and
honey.” What if Frodo from the Lord of the Rings had just
skipped blithely on a pleasant weekend vaca on to Mordor and
plopped the ring into the volcano? What kind of adventure
would that be?
Adventure is not always fun, but with the founda on of grace
and awe‐inspiring peace of Christ, we can be brave in mes of
fun explora on and even in the really hard mes that we face
today. We can try new things; ring and sing all the right and
wrong notes; get lost and make course correc ons; and in
everything know the love of God through Christ.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

CreaƟve Arts and Music Update
Speaking of course correc ons, here is another update as we
bravely con nue our adventures with Crea ve Arts and Music at
SLC.
Pastor Preston and I have discussed planning for the next few
months for the Celebra on Singers, Puppet Praise and Children’s
Choir. Although we had planned for a brief pause in January, that
has now been extended.
In that light, the first mee ng of the Children’s Choir will be a
Parent’s MeeƟng on February 16th at 5:15pm, to talk about the
best way to proceed so that our kids remain safe and involved in
crea ve worship ac vi es. (Please see the separate ar cle in
this newsle er for more details). And we’ll also have evalua on
and planning discussions in the other ensembles.
So, here are the dates for the upcoming rehearsals and Zoom
conversa ons:
Sounds of Grace Handbell Choir: next rehearsal is Thursday,
March 3rd, 7pm.
Puppet Praise: Tuesday, February 15th, 6pm. On Zoom.
Children’s Choir: Wednesday, February 16th, 5:15pm. Parents
MeeƟng on Zoom (see other arƟcle).
CelebraƟon (Adult) Voices, February 16th, 7:00pm. Also
meeƟng on Zoom.
You will receive the log‐in info via email. If you don't get it, or
need help logging in, please be in touch with me directly.
Thank you all for your commitment to suppor ng crea ve arts
and music at SLC.
Peace and adventure in Christ,
Michael Carlson
Coordinator of Music Programming (503) 597‐9970

Northern Illinois Online Bible
Study ConƟnues to Study the
Book of RevelaƟon
Northern Illinois Online Bible Study
(NIOBS) is a weekly online group in
which laypersons and pastors from
our area, and as far afield as Ohio and Washington D.C., pray for
each other and open themselves to the rich gi s of God's Word
in Scripture.
We meet each Monday at 7:00 PM via Zoom, make use of the
free, online study materials of the Yale Bible Study, and
frequently welcome visi ng professors from all over the world
to share their insights. We finish our current study of the Book of
Revela on on February 21 and then will probably return again
to an Old Testament book.
You can be part of this adventure by contac ng Pastor John
Seraphine at heatherhopefarm@gmail.com, or simply by using
this link to our Monday Zoom sessions:
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82154677899?
pwd=SHBvZW1hakgyNk4xNDV5ZVNPdGFMdz09
VBS‐ Save the Date!
This year's VBS will be July 11‐15.
Please save the date and look for more
informa on coming soon!

Celebrating 65
or More Years of Life
in February!
03 George Holland

14 Chris Seistrup

03 Marlene Murphy

15 Karen Foley

05 Chris ne Jakobsen

16 Jim Peterson

07 Chris Pedersen

17 Sylvia Higgins

08 Ken Mueller

20 Be y Brown

10 Marilyn Ingram

22 Maryann Bross

11 Mick Ingram

22 Constance Gemeny

11 Steve Woodrick

23 James Modglin

13 Elizabeth Mueller

26 Jean Smith

13 Douglas Anderson

27 Barbara Makela

14 Sonja Haeﬀner

28 Tom Fewell

14 Joan Graves

January
Council Highlights


Council approved the use of the circular drive for a Girl Scout
cookie drop oﬀ event on February 26th from 10 am ‐ 1 pm



Discussed recommenda ons of the annual Audit Report and
plans to move forward.



Thanked Melissa Buys and Robert Warfield on their service
to the Council

Salem Couples Celebrating
February Wedding Anniversaries
of Years or More!
03

Eldon & Janet Cullison

60 yrs.

Consider ParƟcipaƟng in
Salem's Diversity IniƟaƟve

One of Salem's strengths is its celebra on of God's gi of human
diversity, and it's sincere welcome of all people. Believing that
God made us one, and that Christ's death and resurrec on has
the power to bring all people together, Salem seeks to overcome
all the things that divide us, including biases based on race,
gender, sexuality, ability, immigra on status, marital status, and
other factors.
Salem's Diversity Ini a ve is an eﬀort to build on this strength.
And it depends on the eﬀorts and voices of many. You can easily
join in the conversa on by par cipa ng in our next Zoom session
on Thursday evening a 7:00 PM, February 24.
Meanwhile the group is moving ahead with plans to provide
a catalog of diversity‐related resources on Salem's web site,
provide a lending library for young and old, oﬀer Sunday,
day‐ me, and evening study/discussion groups on various
aspects of diversity.
Here is the link to the February 24 Zoom session:
Topic: Salem Lutheran Church Diversity Ini a ve
Time: Feb 24, 2022 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/84395712737?
pwd=emlzY2VsNDhhQjhPWTNiK0hpL2dOUT09
Mee ng ID: 843 9571 2737
Passcode: 392908
Dial by your loca on +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Grow in Your Faith with
Lunch and Learn
Every Thursday at 11:30 AM,
a friendly and lively group of Salem
members gathers in conversa on
about important ma ers for the life
of every Chris an.
On February 3 we are scheduled to
conclude our rich discussion of how Lutherans interpret the
Bible. Then we will launch out on a new topic, probably
dovetailing again with Salem's Diversity Ini a ve.
But our par cipants are in charge. And so, when you join the
conversa on, you will join in deciding where our conversa on
moves next.
Here is the link to all of our Lunch and Learn Zoom sessions.
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/88303322838?
pwd=M2RuNmVScVF1NFJUOHJveVlLcmMydz09
Mee ng ID: 883 0332 2838
Passcode: 917889
Dial by your loca on

Parish Records
Prayers . . . for the family of Michael King who died
on January 16, 2022.

The Noisy Offering for
February 19/20 will go
to Safe Passage

Tackle a
Tab Is Back!
Each weekend on the easel in the
narthex, we will post envelopes
with copies of a few of Salem’s bills.
If you would like to par cipate in Tackle A Tab, follow these steps:
(1) Choose an envelope with a bill to sponsor.
(2) Write a check to Salem Lutheran Church and put the vendor
name in the Memo Line.
(3) Return the copy of the bill and your check in an envelope and
drop it oﬀ in the oﬃce, or in the oﬀering plate, or mail it to the
church:
1145 DeKalb Avenue

Laurie Haub has requested a card shower for
Mick Ingram who will turn 80 on February
11th. His address is 890 S. Garnhardt Rd.
Chana, IL 61015. Thank you all!

March
February 15

Food Pantry
Hours are
Tuesday: 9‐11:45 a.m.
Wednesday: 3:30 ‐ 6:00 p.m.

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Office Secretary: (Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Coordinator of Music Ministry
Michael Carlson
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2021
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Linda Linden
Jenny Ruff
Sue Herrmann
Erin (Rowland) Schaefer

(815-508-1056)
(815-793-2055)
(815-751-6741)
(636-577-2506)

Melissa Buys
Sue Herrmann
Andrew Rex
Larry Schlawin

Dan Docherty
Brandon Graves
Katy Kingren
Linda Linden
Erin Rowland
Jenny Ruff
Connie Seraphine
Robert Warfield
Pastor Preston C. Fields
If you would likes the email or phone number of any Council Member,
please contact the office (815/895-9171) or salem@slcsycamore.org.
Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.

All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.

Children's Choir Zoom meeting, February 16, 5:15pm
To all Children's Choir friends and parents:
We want to hear from you about your family's needs.
The last several months have been especially trying for parents of K12 kids, most of whom until recently could not be vaccinated.
We'd like to know how you are feeling about all of this, and what it
means for you about your child's participation in the children's choir
at SLC. This is not a meeting to try to convince people to bring their
kids to choir. We understand that many parents are just not
comfortable having their kids participating right now in
many activities. However, we want to make sure that children's
choir is an enriching activity for those who do want to participate.
Let me assure you that our highest goal has been to do
everything we can to keep our kids safe as we explore ways to do
creative arts programming and minimize risks according to CDC
guidelines.
So, how are we doing? And what are the ways we can support
your family with creative arts programming at SLC?
I hope you will join the zoom and let us know. Please save the date.
Here are the log-in details:
(see back)

Topic: Children's Choir Zoom Meeting
Time: Feb 16, 2022 05:15 PM Central Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83619275156?pwd=SVRuM0pHTTF
QY3cwZVZMdit1YTRYZz09
Meeting ID: 836 1927 5156
Passcode: 400094
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,83619275156#,,,,*400094# US (Chicago)
+13017158592,,83619275156#,,,,*400094# US (Washington DC)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 836 1927 5156
Passcode: 400094
Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdtP095Sk1

