Non - Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 53
Sycamore, IL

Salem Lutheran Church
1145 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, Illinois 60178
Return Service Requested

Vol. LX No. 4

(815) 895-9171

www.SLCSycamore.org

Worship Services
In person in the Sanctuary
Saturdays at 5:00 p.m.
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School ‐ Sundays at 10:45 a.m.
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Council Installa on
From le to right

Brandon Graves
Sarah Baker
Larry Schlawln
Andrew Rex
Connie Seraphine
Linda Linden
Jenny Ruﬀ
Sue Herrmann
Gary Hanson
Dan Docherty
Those not pictured
Katy Beyren
Erin (Rowland) Schaefer

Shrove Tuesday
Cake Auction

As we head toward Easter, I see signs
of the resurrec on all around us. I hesitate
to make any declara ve statements about the pandemic or a return
to “normal” (whatever that means anyway) but I will say that, as I
write this in late March, I am pleased to see in‐person worship
numbers increasing and more ac vity in the church than in years.
As we dream about the future, I want to make you aware of two
exci ng developments here. At the annual mee ng we voted on
a budget that included two new part me staﬀ posi ons that we
hope will increase our capacity for ministry.
The first posi on is the Senior Adult Ministry Coordinator whose job
it will be to assist with fellowship and volunteer opportuni es, and
programming for our senior members and visita on support,
especially among our members who are homebound or in long‐term
rehabilita on. As the wider popula on of the United States advances
in years, this is an important investment in our senior members,
both those who have been members of Salem for many years and
those who are newly re red to our community. I am happy to
announce that the Church Council voted this month to call Steve
La mer to this posi on and he has accepted. We hope Steve will
begin this ministry shortly a er Easter. Steve is a lifelong resident of
Dekalb County and is ac ve in many community organiza ons. I
know he’s going to be a lot of fun to gather and work with.
(conƟnued on next page)

The second posi on is a Children’s Chris an Educa on
Coordinator. This CCE Coordinator will act as a staﬀ point of
contact overseeing nursery through confirma on, as well as some
special programming like Vaca on Bible School. To be clear, this is
not to replace any of the current volunteer coordinators of these
programs, but instead to provide support and consistency
throughout the forma on process. For years now we have put a
lot of pressure and responsibility on volunteer staﬀ in Children’s
Educa on and they have done a remarkable job with the me and
resources provided to them. A er two hard years of providing
these programs through the pandemic, we hope that providing
this extra support and leadership for our volunteers and families
will act as a sort of reset to our Chris an Educa on Programs.
Together we will seek to con nue the strong legacy of religious
educa on at Salem and improve where needed. We are excited
that Rita Johnson has agreed to serve as the CCE Coordinator.
Rita is the mother of three young boys and serves as the teacher in
our Beginners classroom. She brings the prac cal perspec ve of
both a parent and Sunday School teacher, she is organized and
commi ed to suppor ng teachers and volunteers as we educate
the next genera on. Rita will start in May co‐leading VBS and start
planning for next Fall.
Although I am op mis c about these new staﬀ posi ons, I will
emphasize that these are part me posi on. In other words, they
will not be successful without significant buy in and par cipa on
from the larger community. So, when Steve calls about planning
teams and ac vi es or if Rita asks you to consider signing up or
returning as a teacher or occasional classroom volunteer, I hope
you will give it serious considera on.
This Easter season I see signs of the Resurrec on all around us! I’m
excited about the future! Happy Easter!
Pastor Preston

Crea ve Arts in the
Wilderness: “Come
and Drink, Thirst No
More”
I’ve heard there are two ways to keep livestock from wandering
away in the desert. One, build a fence around the ranch, which
requires constant maintenance and materials. The other way is
to put a single watering hole right in the middle of the ranch, so
the animals will always know where to return for the live‐giving
water that they need. In this season, please come and drink from
the waters here at SLC, because this is where your thirst can be
sa sfied for God’s abundant grace and love that have no end.
Here are some spiritually thirst‐quenching Crea ve Arts oﬀerings
in the next few weeks of worship:
Saturday, April 2nd and Sunday, April 3rd: Sounds of Grace
Handbells.
Sunday, April 10th: Children’s Choir ‐ “Chorus of Our
Faith.”
Thursday, April 14th: Maundy Thursday – Celebra on
Voices, Sounds of Grace Handbells.
Friday, April 15th: Good Friday
Saturday, April 16th: Easter Vigil, Youth Led Service.
Sounds of Grace Handbells, Youth Soloists and Liturgical
Dance.
(conƟnued on next page)

Sunday, April 17th: Easter Sunday: Celebra on Voices,
Children’s Choir, Trombone Quartet.
Saturday, April 23rd, and Sunday, April 24th: Puppet Praise.
Peace and adventure in Christ,
Michael Carlson
Coordinator of Music Ministry
michael@slcsycamore.org
(503) 597‐9970 mobile

Owen Ruﬀ will be playing solo violin in
the worship services on April 2 and 3rd.

CreaƟve Arts Worship Schedule S1 2022
April

May

June

Date
2
3
9
10
13
14
16
17
23
24
30
1
7
8
14
15
21
22
19
20

Significance

M. THURS
EASTER
EASTER

Ensemble
Handbells
Handbells
Special
Children's Choir
Special
Celebra on Voices
Youth
Celebra on Voices
Puppets
Puppets
Handbells
Handbells
Children's Choir
Children's Choir
Puppets
puppets
Celebra on Voices
Celebra on Voices

Pentecost
Pentecost

May

April 15

Food Pantry
Hours are
Tuesday: 9‐11:45 a.m.
Wednesday: 3:30 ‐

Parish Records
Baptism… Lyndsey Maness daughter of JusƟn and Rachel
Maness on February 27, 2022.

Prayers . . . for the family of Kathy Cain whose husband Bob
died on March 18th.

Prayers . . . for the family of

Chris and Nicole Judkins.
Chris’ Grandfather, Buddy Blaser who died on March 21st.

Tackle a
Tab Is Back!
Each weekend on the easel in the
narthex, we will post envelopes
with copies of a few of Salem’s bills.
If you would like to par cipate in Tackle A Tab, follow these steps:
(1) Choose an envelope with a bill to sponsor.
(2) Write a check to Salem Lutheran Church and put the vendor
name in the Memo Line.
(3) Return the copy of the bill and your check in an envelope and
drop it oﬀ in the oﬃce, or in the oﬀering plate, or mail it to the
church:
1145 DeKalb Avenue
Sycamore, Illinois 60178

Hello Salem!
Thank you for partnering with Grace
Place on providing a meal for our
Wednesday evenings. We are
grateful for your partnering with us
and I know our students enjoy every
meal that is provided.
Salem has signed up to provide
a meal on April 13th; we ask that
the meal be brought to Grace Place (401 Normal Rd) no later than
5:45pm so that we are able to eat at 6pm. Grace Place is following all
CDC and we are wearing masks inside our building, we are asking who
ever drops oﬀ the food to please wear a mask if they come inside.
Right now we are asking our meal providers to plan food for 10
people, it's hard to know from week to week how many students are
coming but we know that our students love to take le overs home.
Currently we have a student who is gluten free and we ask that part of
your meal would be gluten free, also we tend to avoid pork
products as we o en have interna onal students join us for our meal.
If you have any ques ons or need help figuring out meal
ideas, please let me know.
The folks who bring the food, and anyone from the congrega on, are
welcome to stay for dinner and evening prayer, we truly mean all are
welcome.
If you have any ques ons please let me know, we look forward to
April 13th.
Peace,
Pastor Mack

Thank You
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the many cards that you sent me for my
80th birthday. It was a very special day and I thank God for the
wonderful memories.
Blessings,
Mick Ingram
To the members of Salem Lutheran Church,
On behalf of the Habitat for Humanity of DeKalb County Board
of Directors, Habitat for Humanity Interna onal, area partner
families, and our volunteer network, I would like to thank you
for your generous dona on of $600.00 toward our mission.
Through the generosity of people just like you, Habitat for
Humanity of DeKalb County has assisted 15 families by
construc ng decent, aﬀordable hosing in partnership with those
families.
Thank You
Roy Smith; Execu ve Director HFHDC

Northern Illinois Online Bible
Study Takes up Luke
The Gospel of Luke, which is the
Gospel that we follow this year in
Sunday's readings, will be the focus
of the Northern Illinois Online Bible
Study (NIOBS) star ng February 28
and running for eight weekly
sessions. You are welcome to
contact John Seraphine at heatherhopefarm@gmail.com if you
have ques ons.
You are welcome to join us for any or all of these sessions. We
use the materials of the Yale Bible Study to prepare for each
Monday's one hour Zoom discussions. You can go to this link to
find the short videos and printed materials of that site: h ps://
yalebiblestudy.org/courses/the‐gospel‐of‐luke/?tab=tab‐
curriculum
Note that you need not register or log in to the Yale site to use
these materials; but star ng with our course on Luke, we invite
par cipants to do that registering, and joining the NIOBS private
forum if they want to take part in further conversa ons between
NIOBS sessions.
And here is the link to our Zoom discussions, every Monday at
7:00 PM.
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/82154677899?
pwd=SHBvZW1hakgyNk4xNDV5ZVNPdGFMdz09

Celebrating 65
or More Years of Life
in March
02

Steven LeVrouw

18

Walter Sundberg

06

Donald Johnson

19

David Benson

07

Mary Kasper

22

Daniel Davis

08

Carole Lichty

28

Susan Lorence

15

Linda Rodgers

30

Ellie Larson

15

Cheryl Anderson

30

Lynn Buckner

16

Mary Saﬀord

March
Council Highlights
 2022 Council member installa on March 19 and 20, 2022


Approved part me s pend posi ons for Steve La mer for
Ministry Coordinator and Rita Johnson for Children’s
Educa on Coordinator



Discussed Building commi ee recommenda ons and budget
for HVAC project



Approved to hire temporary oﬃce assistance to cover Sue
McMillan's leave of absence



Review and edits of Annual Congrega onal Mee ng held
January 23, 2022

 Approved vaca on me for Pastor and Michael Carlson


Seeking to find replacement for Kathy Vickers (unable to
a end) for Synod Assembly in June

Salem Couples Celebrating
April Wedding Anniversaries
of 25 Years or More!
03

Jim & Joan Graves

62 yrs.

03

Steven & Mary Saﬀord

52 yrs.

07

George & Janice Holland

66 yrs.

15

James & Linda Peterson

50 yrs.

18

William & Carole Boies

58 yrs.

22

Paul & Patricia Brescia

44 yrs.

22

Mark & Kay Riley

33 yrs.

23

Frederick & Jennifer Thumm

39 yrs.

29

Pastor John & Connie Seraphine

33 yrs.

VBS‐ Save the Date!
This year's VBS will be July 11‐15.
Please save the date and look for more
informa on coming soon!

Salem's Diversity Ini a ve
Oﬀers Two Weekday
Diversity Studies
As part of the eﬀorts of the Salem Diversity Ini a ve, two
special Thursday Lunch and Learn Zoom discussion series will
be devoted to items of diversity concern.
April 7 (Note Maundy Thursday is April 14), the topic will be
"Agism," that is, stereotyping and discrimina on against
individuals or groups on the basis of their age, along with care‐
giver stress, and elder abuse and neglect.
Then star ng May 12 or May 19 we will discuss “Division and
Polariza on in Church and Society." How divided are Americans
from each other? How divided is the church? Are we nearing
civil war? What causes this polariza on, and what can we do
about it? How can the church once again live up to its mission
of bringing love and fellowship back into the world?
You are always welcome to join in any or all of our Zoom
discussions using this link:
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/88303322838?
pwd=M2RuNmVScVF1NFJUOHJveVlLcmMydz09
Mee ng ID: 883 0332 2838
Passcode: 917889
Dial by your loca on
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 883 0332 2838
Passcode: 917889
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdANjBBJTa

Grow in Your Faith with Lunch and Learn
You are invited to grow in your faith
and understanding at Salem's Lunch
and Learn group, currently working
in hour long Zoom sessions every
Thursday at 11:30 AM.
As part of Salem's Diversity
Ini a ve we plan to hold periodic
discussion series devoted to various
factors important to diversity.
Here is our Lunch and Learn calendar:
March 10—April 7 (Note Maundy Thursday is April 14)
A five week Salem Diversity Discussion of Agism:
(Stereotyping and discrimination against individuals or
groups on the basis of their age, caregiver stress, and
elder abuse and neglect)
We might take comfort in the fact that our
struggles are not so diﬀerent from those experienced
seven centuries ago. We are “normal,” a er all! But
the greatest assurance is that no ma er what we face
in life, Jesus walks with us, the Holy Spirit strengthens
us, and “we are always kept in [God’s] precious love.”
April 21—May 5 or 12
Three or four sessions of discussion of Mar n Luther’s
trea se, “On the Bondage of the Will.” We will ask
about the value of reason and conscience in decision
making, and why it is necessary for God, in Christ, to
save us, guide us, and inspire us to righteous living.
(conƟnued on the next page)

We will share a digital version of Luther’s trea se, and
other ar cles of understanding its implica ons for
modern life.
Then, star ng May 12 or May 19 we will discuss “Division and Po‐
lariza on in Church and Society." How divided are Americans from
each other? How divided is the church? Are we nearing civil war?
What causes this polariza on, and what can we do about it? How
can the church once again live up to its mission of bringing love
and fellowship back into the world?
You are always welcome to join in any or all of our Zoom discus‐
sions using this link:
Join Zoom Mee ng
h ps://us02web.zoom.us/j/88303322838?
pwd=M2RuNmVScVF1NFJUOHJveVlLcmMydz09
Mee ng ID: 883 0332 2838
Passcode: 917889
Dial by your loca on
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Mee ng ID: 883 0332 2838
Passcode: 917889
Find your local number: h ps://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdANjBBJTa

SALEM STAFF
Pastor:
Rev. Preston C. Fields
Office Secretary: (Office Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm) Susan McMillan
Financial Secretary:
Connie C. Brown
Social Media Coordinator:
Lynn Buckner
Coordinator of Music Ministry
Michael Carlson
Youth Leader:
Nicole Judkins
Questions, joys, or concerns can be emailed to: salem@slcsycamore.org

Congregational Council - 2022
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Linda Linden
Jenny Ruff
Sue Herrmann
Erin (Rowland) Schaefer

(815-508-1056)
(815-793-2055)
(815-751-6741)
(636-577-2506)

Sarah Baker
Katy Beyren
Dan Docherty
Brandon Graves
Gary Hanson
Sue Herrmann
Linda Linden
Andrew Rex
Jenny Ruff
Erin (Rowland) Schaefer
Larry Schlawin
Connie Seraphine
Pastor Preston C. Fields
If you would likes the email or phone number of any Council Member,
please contact the office (815/895-9171) or salem@slcsycamore.org.
Welcome to Salem where you can be a part of a
community to grow in faith and serve God.
In this community of faith we value worship,
hospitality, education, community outreach and
service, diversity, and everyone’s faith journey.
All are welcome. We embrace people of all ages, abilities, races,
ethnic backgrounds, sexual orientations, and gender identities.
Whoever you are, there is a place for you here as a precious Child
of God. You’re invited to worship and Salem activities
as we seek to live Christ’s love together.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

Food Pantry Work
Day

5:00 pm Worship ‐
(live streamed for
immediate or
later viewing)

3 5th Sunday of Lent
9:30 am Worship
10:30 am SHSYG
10:45 am First Communion
Class
12:45 am Middle School
Youth Group

10 Palm Sunday
9:30 am
10:30 am
10:45 am
12:45 am
Youth

Worship ‐
SHSYG
Sunday School
Middle School

17 Easter

4 6:00 pm AA Mee ng ‐ C.L.
6:00 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

5

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng
6:00 pm
Puppet Praise

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731

12

11
6:00 pm AA Mee ng ‐ C.L.
6:00 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am Staﬀ Mee ng
6:00 pm Puppet Praise
6:00 pm
Execu ve Commi ee

6

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

5:15 pm Children’s Choir
6:30 pm Confirma on
7:00 pm Adult Choir
7:00 pm Midweek Lenten
Service

13

7

8

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
Bible Study ‐ Zoom
John Seraphine

18

19

6:00 pm AA Mee ng ‐ C.L.

24 2nd Sunday of Easter

25

9:30 am Worship
10:30 am SHSYG
10:45 am Sunday School
12:45 am Middle School
Youth Group

6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng

6:00 pm Girl Scouts
6:30 pm Boy Scout Troop #2810
7:00 pm Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

6:00 pm Puppet Praise

Food Pantry Work
Day

5:00 pm Worship ‐
(live streamed for
immediate or
later viewing)

815/895‐9731

14

15

5:15 pm Children’s Choir
6:00 pm Grace Place
Meal
7:00 pm Adult Choir

7:00 pm Maundy Thursday
Service
7:00 pm Troop #2810
Commi ee Mee ng ‐ C.L.

7:00
pm
Good
Friday
Service

5:00 pm Holy
Saturday Easter
Vigil Worship ‐

20

21

22

23 Food Pantry Work

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

16 Food Pantry Work
Day

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731

8:00 a.m. Worship
10:30 am Worship
10:30 am SHSYG
10:45 am Sunday School
12:45 am Middle School
Youth Group

9

5:15 pm Children’s Choir
7:00 pm Adult Choir

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
Bible Study ‐ Zoom
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731

27

28

Day

5:00 pm Worship ‐
(live streamed for
immediate or
later viewing)

7:00 pm COUNCIL

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731

26
AA Mee ng ‐ C.L.
Girl Scouts
Boy Scout Troop #2810
Northern Illinois
On Line Bible Study

John Seraphine 815/895‐9731

Food Pantry Open
9:00‐11:45 am

10:00 am
Staﬀ Mee ng
6:00 pm Puppet Praise

Food Pantry Open
3:30 ‐6:00 pm

5:15 pm Children’s Choir
7:00 pm Adult Choir

11:30 am Lunch & Learn
Bible Study ‐ Zoom
John Seraphine
815/895‐9731

29

30

Food Pantry Work

Day

5:00 pm Worship ‐
(live streamed for
immediate or
later viewing)

