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Salem Lutheran Church 
First Weekend of Advent 

5:00 p.m. / 9:30 a.m. Services 
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SALEM  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
1145 DeKalb Avenue                                “Living Christ’s Love” Sycamore, Illinois 
Church Office:  (815) 895-9171 Fax Number:  (815) 895-6266 
Web Site:  www.slcSycamore.org                             E-Mail:  Salem@slcsycamore.org 
 

First Weekend of Advent                                               November 26/27, 2022 
Holy Communion                                                                 5:00 p.m. / 9:30 a.m. 

Salem is equipped with a Hearing Assistance System and Large Print Bulletins.  Please ask an usher. 
 
 
 

PRELUDE     

WELCOME /ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Please stand as you are able … 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P: Blessed be the Lord,  the God of Israel,  
  who alone does wondrous things. 
 C: Blessed be God’s name forever.  Amen. 

 P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep.  Let us confront our 
sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

(Silence is kept for reflection) 
  God of new beginnings, 
 C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. 
  We have strayed from your paths. 
  We prepare for war instead of peace. 
  We dishonor one another and your creation. 
  Purify us with your refining fire 
  and set us again on your way of love, 
  that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 
  and welcome your coming among us.  Amen. 

  GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

mailto:Salem@slcsycamore.org
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 P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 
branch, a living sign.  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 
wonder.  You have put on  Christ, and your sins have been washed 
away.  Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

GATHERING HYMN      ELW Hymn 252 

                                  Each Winter as the Year Grows Older 

 
Text:  William Gay, b. 1920, alt.   Music:  CAROL OF HOPE, Annabeth Gay, b. 1925 

Text & Music © 1971 United Church Press 

 

 



5 
 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Let us pray … Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your 
merciful protection save us from the threatening dangers of our 
sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,                      
now and forever. 

 C: Amen. 
Please be seated … 

 
 

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5 

 A: A reading from Isaiah … 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 
highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations 
shall stream to it.  Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion shall 
go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He shall judge 
between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall          
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks;                    
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more.  O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!    
 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 

  RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
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PSALM 122 

 A: Please join me in praying the Psalm responsively…   
 I was glad when they said to me, 
   “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

C: Now our feet are standing 
   within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

A: Jerusalem is built as a city 
   that is at unity with itself; 

C: to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, 
   the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.  

A: For there are the thrones of judgment, 
   the thrones of the house of David. 

C: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
   “May they prosper who love you. 

A: Peace be with in your walls 
   and quietness within your towers. 

C: For the sake of my kindred and companions, 
   I pray for your prosperity. 

A: Because of the house of the LORD our God, 
   I will seek to do you good.”  

THE SECOND READING Romans 13:11-14 

 A: A reading from Romans … 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; the night is far gone, the day is near.  Let us then lay aside the 
works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in 
the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
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licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.  Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.   A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
Please stand as you are able … 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW Hymn 174 

 
Music:  Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker  Celtic Alleluia 

Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 24:36-44 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 24th Chapter … 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to the disciples, “About that day and hour no one knows,        
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  For as the 
days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until 
the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the 
Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left.  Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 
will be left.  Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming.  But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
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and would not have let his house be broken into.  Therefore you also must 
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
Please be seated … 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

MESSAGE    Pastor Preston Fields 
Please stand as you are able … 

HYMN OF THE DAY 
Holy Darkness 

 
Text:  Inspired by St. John of the Cross, 1542-1591   

Text & Music © 1968, 1989.  Daniel L. Schutte Published by OCP  
All rights reserved.  One License #81565 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

     A: Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed … 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was  

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right   
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living             
and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 A: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a 
world that yearns for new hope. 

         (Each petition ends with … ) 
     A: God, in your mercy, 
        C:    hear our prayer. 

 A: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs.  By your Spirit, 
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children.  In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C: Amen. 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 
Please be seated …   

OFFERING  

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
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OFFERING HYMN  ELW Hymn 657 
Rise, O Sun of Righteousness 

 
Text:  Christian David, et. Al; tr. Frank W. Stoldt, b. 1958 

Music:  SONNE DER GERECHTIGKEIT, Bohemian Brethren, Kirchengeseng, 1566 
Text © Augsburg Fortress 

Please stand as you are able … 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 A:  Let us pray … Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send 
springs of water to thirsty ground.  Receive these simple gifts of 
bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy 
and love for all in need of your healing and justice.  We ask this 
through Christ our Savior. 

 C: Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 

 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 P: As shadows lengthen and your sun sets earlier, we bless you, 
sheltering God.  We give thanks for the ways you use the night for 
the good of your creation.   

We glorify you for the endless, starlit sky, deep with the mystery of 
your creative labor through all time and space.  We praise you for 
the fertile earth and for the life its darkness holds and births: 
plants of every variety, animals curled in sleep, humankind you 
shaped by your own hand. 

  Through the night you led your people into freedom.  At day’s end 
you rained down manna in the wilderness.  At sundown your Son 
brought healing to people in need.  In the midday night when Jesus 
died on the cross, life came forth for all. 

  P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took                 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,    
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for             
the remembrance of me. 
 

  GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

   Our hearts burn within us as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

  P: Like a mother hen, hold us close.  Watch with those who labor, 
accompany those who long for peaceful sleep, welcome those 
whose waking will be only in you.  Into our deepest night, come, 
Lord Jesus. 

 C: Come, Lord Jesus. 

 P: Come, Holy Spirit, make here the body of Christ:  in the breaking of 
the bread, in justice for our broken world, in rest for the weary, 
come, Holy Spirit. 

 C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

  P: To you, O God, painter of both night and day, guiding star and 
healing sun, breath of peace and wind of change, be all glory,             
all honor, all praise this winter unto the coming spring. 

 C: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,               
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.   
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 P: Be strong do not fear!   
  Hear is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 P:  Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world. 
 C:  Have mercy on us.  

 P:  Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world. 
 C:  Have mercy on us. 

 P:  Lamb of God you take away the sin of the world. 
 C:  Grant us peace.  

Please be seated … 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION HYMN ACS Hymn 998                 

In Silence We Wait 

 
 

Text:  Susan Masters, b. 1957   Music:  IN SILENCE WE WAIT, Susan Masters 
Text & Music © 2009 Augsburg Fortress 

 

Please stand as you are able … 
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TABLE BLESSING 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you       
  and keep you in his grace. 
 C: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 A: Let us pray ... Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your 
mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 

  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward 
your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. 

 C: Amen. 
 

 

 
 

DEPARTURE BLESSING 

 P: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk 
something big for something good, and grace to remember the 
world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for 
anything but love.  Almighty God, Father, Son,  and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

  GOING FORTH TO “Live Christ’s Love” 
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SENDING HYMN  ACS Hymn 949 
Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

 

 
Text:  African American Spiritual   Music:  KEEP YOUR LAMPS, African American Spiritual 

 

 



16 
 

DISMISSAL                             

 A: Go in peace.  Christ is near. 
   C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  

 
 

 

Worship Leader          Pastor Preston Fields 

Musician Michael Carlson, Piano/Organ  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Parts of the Liturgy Reprinted by Permission … SundaysandSeasons.com  
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