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Salem Lutheran Church 
Fifth Weekend After Epiphany 
5:00 p.m. / 9:30 a.m. Services 

February 4/5, 2023 
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SALEM  LUTHERAN  CHURCH 
1145 DeKalb Avenue                                “Living Christ’s Love” Sycamore, Illinois 
Church Office:  (815) 895-9171 Fax Number:  (815) 895-6266 
Web Site:  www.slcSycamore.org                             E-Mail:  Salem@slcsycamore.org 
 

  Fifth Weekend After Epiphany                                       February 4/5, 2023 
Holy Communion                                                           5:00 p.m. / 9:30 a.m. 

Salem is equipped with a Hearing Assistance System and Large Print Bulletins.  Please ask an usher. 

 
 

 

PRELUDE     

WELCOME /ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please stand as you are able … 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who makes all things new, 
  whose mercy endures forever. 
 C: Amen. 

 P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 
(Silence is kept for reflection) 

  Holy One, source of our renewal, 
 C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have not practiced your righteousness.  Our hearts 
have turned away from you.  For the sake of the world you so 
love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 P: Thus says our God:  “The former things have come to pass and new 
things I now declare.”  God’s mercy makes us new.  We are forgiven 
in the name of  Christ our Savior. 

 C: Amen. 

  GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

mailto:Salem@slcsycamore.org
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GATHERING HYMN      ELW Hymn 532 
Gather Us In 
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Text:  Marty Haugen, b. 1950   Music:  GATHER US IN, Marty Haugen 
Text & Music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the    
  communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 P: Let us pray … Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers 
of all who call upon you.  By your Spirit show us the things we ought 
to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C: Amen. 

Please be seated … 

 

THE FIRST READING Isaiah 58:1-12 

 A: A reading from Isaiah … 

Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to 
my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.  Yet day after day 
they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that 
practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;     
they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.    

  RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 
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“Why do we fast, but you do not see?  Why humble ourselves, but you do 
not notice?”  Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress 
all your workers.  Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with 
a wicked fist.  Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard 
on high.  Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?  Is it to bow 
down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  Will you call 
this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 

Is not this the fast that I choose:  to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?   
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor 
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide 
yourself from your own kin?  Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, 
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call,                      
and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger,                   
the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs 
of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be 
like the noonday.  The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs 
in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a 
watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.  Your ancient 
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live 
in.  A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:                                       Psalm 112:1-10 

 A: Please join in praying the psalm responsively,  
  Hallelujah!  Happy are they who fear the LORD 

and have great delight in God’s commandments! 

 C: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; 
the generation of the upright will be blessed. 

 A: Wealth and riches will be in their house, 
and their righteousness will last forever. 

 C: Light shines in the darkness for the upright; 
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.  

 A: It is good for them to be generous in lending 
and to manage their affairs with justice. 

 C: For they will never be shaken; 
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. 

 A: They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; 
their heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD. 

 C: Their heart is established and will not shrink, 
until they see their desire upon their enemies. 

 A: They have given freely to the poor,  
  and their righteousness stands fast forever;  
  they will hold up their head with honor. 

 C: The wicked will see it and be angry;  
  they will gnash their teeth and pine away;  
  the desires of the wicked will perish.  
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THE SECOND READING 1st Corinthians 2:1-16 

 A: A reading from 1st Corinthians… 

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the 
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.  And I came to you 
in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not 
on human wisdom but on the power of God.  Yet among the mature we do 
speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 
age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and 
hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory.  None of the rulers 
of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the 
Lord of glory.  But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 
him”— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 
searches everything, even the depths of God.  For what human being knows 
what is truly human except the human spirit that is within?  So also no one 
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God.  Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that 
we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  And we speak of these 
things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, 
interpreting spiritual things to those who are spiritual. Those who are 
unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to 
them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually 
discerned. Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are 
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.  “For who has known the mind 
of the Lord so as to instruct him?”  But we have the mind of Christ.  
 A: The word of the Lord. 
 C: Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as you are able … 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  ELW Hymn 174 

 

 

Music:  Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker  Celtic Alleluia 
Music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 5:13-20 

 P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 5th Chapter … 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can 
its saltiness be restored?  It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out 
and trampled under foot.  “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hid.  No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, 
but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house.  In the same way, 
let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 
give glory to your Father in heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have 
come not to abolish but to fulfill.  For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth 
pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished.  Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you, unless your 



10 
 

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.”  
 P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Please be seated … 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  

MESSAGE    Pastor Marilyn Hanson 
     Guest Pastor 
Please stand as you are able … 

HYMN OF THE DAY           ELW Hymn 725
  When the Poor Ones 

 



11 
 

 
 
 

Text:  José Antonio Olivar, b. 1939; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951 
Music:  EL CAMINO, Miguel Manzano, b. 1934 

Text & Music © 1971, 1998 J. A. Olivar, Miguel Manzano,  
and San Pablo Internacional – SSP, admin. OCP Publications 

 
 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

     A: Let us profess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed … 
 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under  Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right  
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living             
and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

  RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

 A: Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, 
and all in need.   

       (Each petition ends with … ) 

     A: Merciful God, 
        C:    receive our prayer. 
 P: We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom 

and power revealed in Chris crucified. 
 C: Amen. 

SHARING GOD’S PEACE 

Please be seated …   

OFFERING  

OFFERING MUSIC (Sunday Only)      Lord I Want to Be a Christian McChesney 

OFFERING HYMN (Saturday Only)         ELW Hymn 460
  Now the Silence 
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Text:  Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919   Music:  NOW, Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 
Text & Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company 

Please stand as you are able … 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 A:  Let us pray … Liberating God, you break the bonds of injustice 
and let the oppressed go free.  Receive these offerings in 
thanksgiving for all your works of merciful power, and shape us as 
people of your justice and freedom.  You we magnify and adore, 
through Jesus our Savior, 

 C: Amen. 

  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C:  And also with you. 

  GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE 
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 P: Lift up your hearts. 
 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in              
all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy God,            
through Christ our Lord.  Sharing our life, he lived among us to 
reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to            
his own brilliant light.  And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 

 C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  Hosanna in the highest. 

 P: Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy 
on us and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.  We give you thanks for 
the salvation you have granted to us through Jesus, the Word made 
flesh, the child of Mary; the Light of the world, our Immanuel.     

  Send the Spirit of your Son into our hearts, that as your beloved 
children we may welcome our Savior who comes to us in his body 
and blood. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
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Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

  Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,            
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.  

 C: Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,               
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 P: Come and taste the joy of God! 
 

Please be seated … 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW Setting 10, pg. 208  
O Lamb of God 

 
 

 

   ELW Hymn 461 
All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
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Text:  Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993    
Music:  HOLY MANNA, W. Moore, Columbian Harmony, 1825 

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 

Please stand as you are able … 

TABLE BLESSING 

 P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you       
  and keep you in his grace. 
 C: Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 A: Let us pray ... Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs 
forth abundantly from this table.  Renew our strength to do justice, 

  love kindness, and journey humbly with you. 
 C: Amen. 

 
 

 

 
 

DEPARTURE BLESSING 

 P: May God give you grace never to sell yourself short, grace to risk 
something big for something good, and grace to remember the 
world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for 
anything but love.  Almighty God, Father, Son,  and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  GOING FORTH TO “Live Christ’s Love” 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW Hymn 677 
This Little Light of Mine 

 
 

Text:  African American Spiritual   Music:  THIS JOY, African American Spiritual 

DISMISSAL                             

 A: Go in peace.  Follow the Way of Jesus. 
   C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  
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Worship Leader          Pastor Marilyn Hanson 
 Guest Pastor 

Musicians Michael Carlson, Piano/Organ 
 Sounds of Grace Handbells 

 
Handbell Offering Music: 

Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 
Arr. by Kevin McChesney 

© 1991 Lake State Publications 
Parts of the Liturgy Reprinted by Permission … SundaysandSeasons.com  

License #20487 Permission to reprint/podcast/stream the music in this service  
obtained from One License with license #A-708303.  All rights reserved.  

The Great Thanksgiving from This Far by Faith. 
[Copyrighted elements(s)] [Copyright notice]. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  

Music Used by Permission:  OneLicense.net #A-708303    CCLI License No. 1667288    
Streaming License No. 20749225  

 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are happy to announce the 2nd Annual "After School 
Ash Wednesday Service "for the young and the young at 

heart” at 4:30 p.m. on February 22. 

This service grew out of a desire to make sure all of our 
young people can fully participate in the rituals and           

discipline of Lent - even those for whom a long                    
7:00 p.m. service is a little too late for a school night. 

This service will be a short Service of the Word and will 
include burying the Alleluias, distribution of ashes,             

and explaining Lent to our young people. 

We will also have our traditional                                                   
Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 p.m. 
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Lent Sermon Series - “Unfinished”  

Wednesdays – 7:00 p.m. 
  
  

Ash Wednesday     February 22   Called to Renewal   
1st Week       March 1    Called to Values  
2nd Week      March 8    Called to Openness  
3rd Week      March 15    Called by God  
4th Week      March 22    Called to Attentiveness  
5th Week       March 29   Called to Regret  

Palm/Passion Sunday   April 2     Called to Experience 
              God’s Presence 

Resurrection of Our Lord April 9    Called to Resurrection 
  

 

DISCOVER GOD’S CALL IN THE NOT YET. 
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